ORDIRANCE NO, - 1426 FOURTH SERIES.

AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE DISTRIBUTION
ULTIMATELY FOR USE BY CHILDREN UNDER THE

AGE OF 18 YEARS OF amy BOOK MAGAZINE, OR

OTHER PUBLICATION, COMMOWLY KNOWR AS "COMIC
BOOKS, " IR WHICH THERE I8 FROMINENTLY ‘
FEATURED AN ACCOUNT OF CRIME, AWD VHICH DEPICTS
BY THE USE OF DRAWINGS OR FPHOTOGRAPHS THE
COMMISSION OR ATTEMPTED CCHMMISSION OF CERTAIN
CRIMES OF FORCE, VIOLENCE, OR BLOODSHED, AND

PROVIDIKG A PENALTY FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF,

WHEREAS, the Council finds as a fact that there
1s a gréat Incresse in the number and variety of
illustrated crime books, magazines and other publications
commonly known as "Comic Boolks" belug distributed and
offered for sale within this city walch substantially
feature criwmes of force, vlolence, or bloodshed and
are s80ld under ths guise of chilidren's humorous and
adventurs magagines; and .

WHEREA3, the Council further finds as a fact that
the winds 6¥ children under the age of 18 years are in
& formative state and that tholir future character and
way of life can bve easily influenced into a disgrespect
for law and order by their continusd reading of 1llus-
trated stories and accounts of criminal acts of force,
violence, or bloodshed, which effectively minimize the
dangers surrounding the commission of such crimes; and

WHEREAS, the Alstribution and 8ale of such types
of books, magazlnes op other publications commonly -
known as “Comic Books" to children of tender yoars is
‘& public nuisance and detrimental to the public welfare,

NOW, IHEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED By THE COUNCIL OF THE

-, .- OIFY OF sacRAMENTO, | o

SECTIOR 1: It shall be unlawful for any person, firm
or corporation to distribute, give awvay or in any way cause
%o be furnished ultimately for use by persons under the age
of eighteen years any bool, mag‘zine or other publication,
commonly known as "Comic Books " in vhich there is prominently
featured an account of crime, ang which-depicts,'by the use
of drawings op phctographs, the commission op attompted '
commission of the erimes of arson; assault with caustic
chemicals, assault vith s deadly veapon, burglary, kidnapping,

torturs, mayhem, murder, rape, robbtery, theft, om voluntary
manslaughterp, ' _ '

SECTION 2: This ordinance shall not bs'c6nstrued
Lo in anyway prohibit the publication of actual accounts
of crime, nor to the drawvings or photographs used to : '

Y
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illustrate such accounts, which are a part of the general
dissemination of news; ner shall it apply to the publication,
distribution or dilssemination of "Syndicated Comic Sections”
vhich form & part of au established newspaper engaged in the
general clrculation of news, ‘

‘ SECTION 3 Any person, fivm or corporation viclating
any of the provisions of this omdinance shall be gulliy of a
misdemeanor and shall be punished by & fine of not exceeding
Five Hundred ($5©0g09) Dollars, or by imprisonment in the
City Jall for a term not exceeding oix (6) months, or by
both such fines and imprlisonment, '

- PASSED; February 18th, 1949,
EFFECTIVE. ‘March 20th, 1949,
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