
ORDINANCE NO. ' 1426-o FOURTH SERIES'.-^ .

4

A18 OIEDIRANCE PROHIBITING TIM DISTRIBUTION
LllAIMATE1Y FOR USE BY CHILDUN U^'^^R '_PR.E
AGE OF .18 YEARS QF'ABY BOOK XAGrA.7,5NE,, OR
OTHER PUBLICATION,, Cd?MI®RLC U10WN AS "COMIC
Ba®KS;o, IN VRIGH TBERE IS PRi7KINERT1Z
FEATURED AN .ACCOURT OF CRIMES AND WHICH DEPICTS
BY THE USE OF DRAWING3 OR PHOTOGRAPHS THE
C®NY11SSI®N OR ATTEM2TEID COrmKJ351®N OF CERTAIN
CRIMES OF F®RCR, VIOLENCE,- OF BLOODSHED AIM
A'R(JV1DIXG A PENALTY FOR THE VIOLATION TIipERE®F,

WHEREASthe Council finds as a fact that therei's a gxaa^-, x^crease in the a^^anbex° and variety of
iliustr"ted crime books9 nas.gazines and other publications
. coManl.y known as "Comic Books" being di. tribaat®d and
offered for, sale within this city which substantially
feature crimes of force, vj,olenre, or bloodshed and
are sold under the guise of Children's humorous and
adventure magazines; and

WHEREAS, the Council further finds as e, fact that
the aa^`T5? ckai^.^lrex^ under the age of .18 years are in
a.formativs state and that their future character and
VaY of life can be easily influenced into a disrespect
for law and order by their continued reading of 11lus_
trated stories and accounts of criml.nal actsoi' force ^
violence, or bloodshed, Vhich effectively minimize the
dAngers surrounding the coiznisslon Of such crimes; and

WHEREAS9 the distribution and sale of such types
of `bo®ks, ^,gaz^.•^+es or other publications co^oxa^.y.
^olm aa "Comic Books" to children of tender years is
'a public nuisance and detrimental to the Public welfare 9

now, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED By
M COUNCIL OF' THE

(,CITY ®F SACRAMENTO:
. . . !

CTI®IB 1e It shall be unlawful for an
or 'corporation to distribute y person, firm
to be furnished ultimately for give away or In any ^a^ cause
of eighteen years any book^,'

^s,Zin byOther
^x^sons under the age

commonly known as °1Co^.c B©oks in which there publication,
featured an account of crime. and

n. which depicts, b^r^^^usely
of drawings or photographs o the commission or attempted
commission of the crimes of arson, assault with caustic
chemI.cal,se as:^ault vith a deadly weapon , burglary,torture, ^.^r^Ze^o,

murder.. rape, robbery, s ppinMgga,nslaughter® ^'t, or voluntary

`:ECT3ON 2;
This ordinance shall not, be construed

to in anyway pr®h1b1t the publication of
of crine, nor to the drawings actual accounts

or Photographs used to

/VWaOi/AI A plht- lie_ .^ tj --) ln •



illustrate such accouxst^, v,hich' ax°e a part of the generai,_
d1oseminatior of u.evs 9 nor 3h^,?" it apply to the publication.
distribution. or d:d.sse^^,natio^.i of "Syndicated Comic :^ec^tio;cs ►^owhich, forrn, a part of an established nevspaper engaged in the
general circulation of newc,

6ECT'1101I ;^, Any porsoa^e firm or corporation violating
any ^,Y e p^°ovisioms of this oitiinance shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and skm1„l be punl,shsd by a fine of not exceeding
Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars 9 or by imprisonment In the
City Jail for aterna not exceeding cix (6) months, or by
both such fine and imprisonment,,

.P .^^3SEDo February 18th, 1949.

EI'P133C°^IVE; . Mareh 20th, 1949.
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