CITY PLANNING COMMISSION ' ITEM # W
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA ~ August 22, 2002
MEMBERS IN SESSION: PAGE 1

P02-045- La Riviera Telecommunications Facility

REQUEST: A. Environmental Determination: Exempt as per Section 15332

B. Special Permit to locate six PCS Antennas and two BTS
equipment cabinets in a residential zone.

LOCATION: 7928 La Riviera Drive
APN: 079-0020-021
Council District 6

SUMMARY: The applicant proposes to locate six PCS antennas on an existing PG&E
transmission tower in the Multi-Family Residential-R Review (R-2A(R)) zone. Two
equipment cabinets are proposed to be located within the area beneath the PG&E tower.
The project requires a Special Permit to locate telecommunications antennas in a
residential zone. :

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of the project, subject to
conditions. This recommendation is based on the conclusion that this proposed use will
not adversely affect the uses surrounding the site. In locating the antennas on an existing
transmission tower, the project is consistent with City policy encouraging the collocation
of telecommunications facilities.




ITEM # 14
P02-045 August 22, 2002 PAGE 2

PROJECT INFORMATION:

General Plan Designation: Medium Density Residential (16-29 du/na)
Existing Land Use of Site: Apartment Complex

Existing Zoning of Site: " R-2A(R)
Surrounding Land Use and Zoning:

North: Single Family, R-1A-R-PC

South: Highway 50 Freeway;TC

East: Single Family; R-1

West: Hwy 50 on ramps/Howe Avenue (commerc:al on other side);TC& SC(R)

Property Dimensions: Irregular

Property Area: 19.34+ gross acres o

Height of Tower: 68 feet (existing) ~ =~

Height of Antennas : 41 feet max.

Square Footage of Buildings 20 square feet (within a 256sf lease area)

Topography: Flat
Street Improvements: Existing
Utilities: - Existing
OTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED:

Peﬁnit Agency

Building Permit Building Division

FCC Station License  Federal Communications Commission
FAA Clearance Federal Aviation Administration

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

On March 14, 1991, the City Planning Commission recommended approval of an
ordinance relating to communications antennas in the City of Sacramento. On July 9,
1991, the ordinance was heard and approved by the City Council (Ordinance No. 91-048).
The ordinance requiring special permits for the location of communication antennas went
into effect on August 9, 1991. in May 1997, the City Council adopted policies that provide
criteria and guidelines for evaluating proposed telecommunication facilities. These
guidelines emphasize minimizing the visibility of new telecommunication facilities through
design and construction techniques. The installation of new monopoles is generally
disfavored and should generally be limited to those situations where other options are
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unavoidable or unworkable (Ordinance 97-023).

STAFF EVALUATION:

A.

Policy Considerations
1.General Plan

The General Plan designates the site as Medium Density Residential (16-29du/na). -
There are no specific goals and policies relating to telecommunication facilities in
the General Plan.

2.Collocation/ Siting Preference Policy

The City has developed guidelines conceming siting preference, facility location and
design. A primary objective of these guidelines is to reduce or minimize the number
and visibility of telecommunication facilities.” To this end, the siting preference
guidelines emphasize collocation or installation of new telecommunication facilities
on existing structures, while the facility location and design guidelines emphasize
minimizing the visibility of new telecommunication facilities through construction and
design techniques. :

The proposed project would be consistent with the guidelines emphasizing
collocation of telecommunications facilities, and location of facilities on existing
structures. In locating the antennas on an existing PG&E transmission tower, the
project eliminates the necessity of constructing a new monopole. The new
antennas will match the color of the existing transmission towers on the site. The
antennas will be mounted using a “slim line” design, with antennas mounted flush,
with the tower. The equipment boxes will be located underneath the existing tower,
painted to match the color of the existing tower, and will be screened from view
from the apartment complex by landscaping. Given the design and location of the
antennas on an existing transmission line, the project will have a negligible aesthetic
impact upon the surrounding area. The existing towers are screened from view of
the single family residential development to the north and east by trees. Therefore
the project will have no aesthetic effect to these residences. As such, the project
is consistent with the following design guidelines as described in the City
Telecommunication Policy:

- Antenna panels should match the building colors and/or architectural character so
as not to be visible.

’

Carriers should locate all equipment shelters or cabinets away from streetscape
view.
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Carriers should consider using “close proximity/ bi polar or tight antenna arrays”
configurations on monopoles instead of “traditional top hat” antenna arrays.

Carriers should avoid sites that will require monopoles to be painted or lighted per
FAA standards.

Site Plan Design/Zoning Requirements |

1. Zoning

The subject site is located in a residential zone. The zoning code states that a
planning commission special permit my be issued to allow for the addition of
antennas and related equipment to an existing building or structure located in a
residential zone, provided that the addition does not rise more than twelve (12) feet
above the topmost portion of the building or structure and the addition does not
project out more than six feet from any portion of the building or structure. The
proposed complies with these parameters and is therefore an allowed use under
existing zoning, subject to granting of a Special Permit.

2. Site Plan/Design

The antennas and equipment building would be located at the site of the existing
PG&E tower, west of an existing outdoor recreation area which is located on the
western boundary of the project site. The equipment cabinets will be screened from
view of the apartment complex and recreation area. The antennas will be of slim
line design:-and will match the existing transmission tower. The antennas will be
screened from view from the north and east by existing trees, and the project will
not be significantly more visually obtrusive than the transmission tower without the
antennas.

3. Parking/ Circulation
The proposal will not affect existing parking/circulation.
4. Signage

There is no signage associated with the proposed project.
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A.

PROJECT REVIEW PROCESS:

Environmental Determination

The proposed project is exempt from environmental review pursuant to State EIR
Guidelines (CEQA Section 15332).

Public/Neighborhood Association Comments

The College Glen Neighborhood Association was notified of this project. Land
owners within a 500 foot radius of the project site were also notified of the project
proposal. No comment has been received from neighbors or neighborhood groups
as of the writing of this report.

Summary of Agency Comments

The project was routed to several City Departments and other agencies. Comméents
received are included as conditions in the attached Notice of Decision.

PROJECT APPROVAL PROCESS:

The Planning Commission has the authority to approve or deny items A and B. The
Planning Commission action may be appealed to the City Council. The appeal must occur
within 10 days of the Planning Commission action.

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends the Planning Commission take the following actions:

A.

Adopt the attached Notice of Decision which finds that the project is Exempt
pursuant to CEQA Section 15332;

Adopt the attached Notice of Decision and Findings of Fact approving the Special
Permit to locate six PCS Antennas and two BTS equipment cabinets in a residential
zone..
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Report Prepared By, Report Reviewéd By,

7 Ko Qo

Mark Kraft - Jiaf?he Corcoran
Setio
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Attachments

Attachment 1 Notice of Decision

Exhibit 1A Title Sheet

Exhibit 1B Site Plan Detail, Vicinity Map, Legal Description
Exhibit 1C Site Plan T

Exhibit 1D Elevations

Exhibit 1E Photo simulations

Attachment 2 Vicinity Map

Attachment 3 Land Use and Zoning Map
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Attachment 1
NOTICE OF DECISION AND FINDINGS OF FACT FOR
LaRiviera Telecommunications Facility,
LOCATED AT 7928 LaRiviera Drive
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA IN THE H ZONE. (P02-045)

At the regular meeting of August 22, 2002, the City Planning Commission heard and
considered evidence in the above entitled matter. Based on verbal and documentary
evidence at said hearing, the Planning Commission took the following actions for the
location listed above:

A. Environmental Determination; Exempt per Section 15332.

B. Approved the Special Permit to locate six PCS Antennas and.two BTS.
equipment cabinets in a residential zone. .

These actions were made based upon the following findings of fact and subject to the
following conditions:

FINDINGS OF FACT

A. Categorical Exemption: The City Planning Commission finds and determines
' that the proposed project is exempt from environmental review pursuant to
Section #15332 of the CEQA Guidelines. ’

The Special Permit to locate six PCS Antennas and two BTS equipment cabinets
in a residential zone is hereby approved subject to the following findings of fact.

1. The Special Permit, as conditioned, is based upon sound principles of land
use in that:

a. The project will not adversely affect the surrounding land uses;

b. The project is allowed in the R-2A(R) zone with a Special Permit; and
'C. The project is consistent with city telecommunications policy in that it will
be placed on an existing transmission tower.

. The Special Permit, as conditioned, will be not be detrimental to the public
welfare, safety, or welfare, or result in the creation of a public nuisance in
that: '
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. The antenna will be located on an existing transmlssnon tower and quI not
be visually obtrusive to adjacent properties; and

. The antennas and equipment building will be designed to blend in with
the existing tower on the project site, and will not interfere with other
communication antennas or aircraft.

3. The Special Permit, as conditioned, complies with the General Plan in the
area which it is to be located in that the project will not alter the present or
anticipated density of the subject site or region.

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL

B.

B1.

B2.

The Special Permit to locate six PCS Antennés and two BTS equipment cabinets
in a residential zone is hereby approved subject to the following conditions:
The applicant shall obtain all necessary building permits prior to commencing
construction.

Any modification to the project shall be subject to review and approval by Staff
prior to the issuance of building permits. Any additional antennas shail require
a modification of the Special Permit. ( Six antennas are approved).

The applicant shall obtain all necessary federal telecommunication permits prior
to commencing construction.

Proposed equipment shall be painted to match the existihg transmission tower
including all cables, brackets, and panels.

Should the facility cease operation as a telecommunications device, the applicant
shall remove all telecommunications equipment from the existing structure within
6 months of termination of use.

Size and location of the panels shall conform to the plans submitted. The panels
as well as all cables and brackets, and supports, shall be painted to match the
existing transmission tower. The applicant shall use non-reflective paint on all
equipment to prevent glare. :

The equipment cabinets shall be screened from view from the apartment building

and recreation area by landscaping. The landscaping shall consist of shrubs
(minimum 4 feet high) stepping down to ground cover.
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The applicant shall record a 12 foot easement for access to the proposed facility.

Any gated access shall require a Knox device.

SECRETARY TO CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

DATE (P02-045)

B8.
B9
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