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REPORT TO COUNC I L

City of Sacramento
915 I Street, Sacramento, CA 958 14-2604

www. CityofSac ramento .org

STAFF REPORT

August 29 , 2006

Honorable Mayor and
Members ofthe City Council

Title: California Indian Heritage Center Project Implementation

Location/Council District: Northgate Area of American River Parkway and Richards
Boulevard Area, Council District I

Recommendation : Direct City staff to take the following next steps in implementation
of this important regional destination and cultural facility:

t Lead development of an Environmental impact Report (EIR) for proposed land
acquisitions for the California lndian Heritage Center (CIHC) on both sides of the

^ ^

Amer i can Ri^rer, w i th the C i ty serv i
ng as lead agency Mn some ofthe necessary

acq uis^tions.

^ Develop Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) for adoption as follows:

a "Master" ag reement between City, County, State and Sacramento Area Flood
^

Control Agency (SAFCA) as overall partners
y
^n proj ect p1ar^n^ng, des ign,

construction and operation of the C1HC facility and land management.

b. American River Parkway land acquisition agreement between the City,
County and SA1'CA as partners in acquisition and restoration of property for.
the County upstream/east of Discovery Park on the north side of the
American River, for addition to the American River Parkway and use as the
significant outdoor and nature element of the CIHC, making use of a loan
from the State Water Resources Control Board.,

Cr Richards Blvd. land acquisition agreement between the City and State as
partners in acquisition of properties in the Richards Blvd. area as the site for.

^t^the CIHC's 'gateway" facilities, making use of City funds from the Community
Reinvestment Bond Program (CRCIP) as a contribution..

Contact: J. P. Tinde11,1nter1m Planning and Development Manager, 8O8^1955

Presenters: Bob Overstreet, Director of Parks and Recreation; J.^^ Tindei1, interim
Planning and Development Manager
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Department: Parks and Recreation

Division: Park Planning, Design & Development

Organization No: 4727

DescriptlonIAnaIysis:

Issue: California's lndians have been seeking a Center and a location for
approximately 40 years, for the purpose of honoring the diversity and history of
California Indian people, The Center will make a significant economic and
cultural contribution to the region and the State. The City has actively supported
its location in Sacramento, and the critical next step is property acquisition.
llllOUs are the recommended tools to establish the commitments and obligations
of all parties in several of the elements of project implementation that need to
come next.: Background information is provided in Attachment I , pages 4 and 5.,

Policy Considerations: This project is consistent with the City Council adopted
Strategic Focus Area for 2007 to "provide and protect open space for its
environrnenta1, safety, ag ricultural and recreational values"

CommItte^^^^mmission Actions: The State CIHC Task Force is an appointed
advisory group for the project which meets regularly., The Staters project staff
plans to provide informational presentations on the project starting in Fall 2006

, ^
and throughout the course of the proaect,s planning. ^^^ and implementation phases
to groups such as the City's Parks and Recreation Commission, Planning
Commission, Neighborhood Leadership Groups (Downtown NAG), River District
Board, County Board of Supervisors, County Recreation and Parks Commission,
and SAFCA Board.

Environmental Considerations: The Environmental Services Manager has
determined that land acquisition, land use changes, and subsequent design of
the CIHC will be evaluated under California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),
with the City as Lead Agency. Once appropriate analysis and design has been
completed on the proposed project, applicable environmental evaluation of the
proposed project will he brought before Council for approval at a later date.

Rationale for Recommendation: A series of formal actions locally have
contributed to the choice by the Staters CIHC Task Farce to continue the
consideration of sites along the American River in Sacramento as their preferred
location for the Center (see Attachment 2, page 6).. In addition, it has been a
shared goal of the State, City and County for at least two decades to acquire
additional land for the American River Parkway. These agencies adopted the
1985 American River Parkway Plan which includes an implementation measure
to "pursue land acquisition of privately owned lands within the Parkway"

Financial Considerations: A total of $73 million has been allocated for the project in
support of property acquisitions in the Richards Blvd. area: $6.3M from the City's
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Community Reinvestment Band Program (CRCIP) and $1.OM from the Richards Blvd..
Redevelopment Area, Funding for adr^inistrative^ legal and other casts associated with
land acquisition are also included in this allocation.

Additional funding to acquire the American River Parkway land 1s anticipated to come
from a loan from the State Wafer Resources Control Board. The City, in partnership
vtirlth the County, will need to commit to a share of the loan repayment.. Staff will return

n
^n^ theto Council for approval of the terms of th i s loan. C ity staff w i ll also be explor i ng
,

otential for Reg ional Transit to part
f

^c i pate by contr i but i ng funds towards the acqu i s i t i on
p

^p^t^^ for theof properties for the American River Parkway, as required m it i gati on ant i c i pated
•

^^
n

t
^teventual crossing of the Parkway by the ^owntown-NatornasRAirport light rail transit

line,

Emerging SmaD Business Development (ESBD): No goods or services are being

purchased as a result of this report.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Recommendation Approved:

AY KERRlDGE
City Manager

Director of Parks and Recreation
ROBERT 0. O9 ERSF REET II I

Table of Contents:
Pg 1 Report

Attachments:
^ ^^ 4 Background Information
^ ^^ 6 Project Location Map
3 Pg 7 Preliminary Schedule for Next Steps: Acquisitions
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Attachment I

Background Informat10 n- Pro'ectD .escri fioi

The purp
ose of the CIHC is to honor the diversity and history of California Indian people

,

b preserving cultural and tr i bal trad it i ons nurtur i
ng contemporary express i on, andy ^ .

facilitating research and education, for California, the nation, and the world. The Center
will also house the state's extensive collect i on

i

^an of Ind i an cultural ob j ects

The California Indian Heritage Center will fill a bng-standing need in the state, serving
the needs of bath Native and non^Native citizens.. It will replace the current State Indian
Museum in Sacramento with a center where Indian people can come together,
celebrate and preserve their past, and promote the continuation of their traditions. It will
also be a place where California students, teachers, and families,^li^s can learn about the

,
.history and heritage of California's indigenous people and contemporary Indian life. It

will be a destination for tourists from around the world to learn about Native American^c^n

culture in California..

Preliminary concepts for the facility include formal exhibit galleries for historic and
contem porary exhibitions, a theater, outdoor v i llage reconstruct ions, nati ve plant

gardens, and ceremonial areas.. The total s ize of modern bu i ld i ngs
.
^s est imated to range

^from 60,000-120,O00 square feet. In addition to gallery and programming spaces, one
or more structures will contain curatlan facilities, a research renter, meeting roamsF
affire and su pport areas, a shop, and possibly facilities for food service.. The grounds

will include areas for special events and trad it ional
,
^tM^n^l gather i ngs.. Construct ion may take

place in phases, but the vision for the completed center is for it to serve as the hub of, .
cultural activities throughout the state by networking, ^n^ existing and emerging local, State,
and tribal museums through electronic media, training programs, and shared
exhibitions, and to attract hundreds of thousands of visitors of all kinds.

The geographic zone of interest recommended by the CIHC Task Farce i ncludes land in

the American River Parkway between Discovery Park and Hwy. I 60, and in the
Richards Blvd y area between Richards Blvd, the R iver, N. 7th Street and Hwy. 160..
Facilities will be located on both sides of the river.. On the north side, the C1HC will be
uni ue in its integration at both outdoor and indoor facilities into the natural setting Theq
majority of the built facilities for the CU-IC w i ll be located on the south side of the river.
These facilities will serve as the "front door" of the CIHC. A b icycle/pedestr i an br idge is
proposed to connect facilities on both sides of the American River, Facilities in the
Parkway must be in accordance with the adopted American River Parkway Plan,

Staff requests City
Council direction to commence the Environmental Impact Report

(E1R)
i

process for the pro j ect.. F i nal proj ect details w i ll
.

^ll be sub j ect to conditions and

p
roject modifications derived from the environmental review process, and all necessary

property acquisitions by the City will not occur unless and unt i l the EIR i s cert if i ed
1

^^
^

^
^^v^r.

^^^

unless an acquisition is exempted from CEQA review.
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Back roundlnfvrmator^ - 1<e Mi!e stones1Loca! Ac ions in Project Histo

March 23F 2004: City Council adopted ^^^okifivn 2004198 supporting the location of
^ F

the new California ln^iar^ Cultural Center and Museum within the City of Sacramento at
a possible site on the Lower American River between Cal Expo and confluence with the
Sacramento River.

July 21 2005: City Council adopted Resolution 2005-047 directing City evaluation of
riverfront parcels located w ith i n the Richards Blvd. area i ri support of the proposed
CIHC and allocating funds in support of property acqu i s it ions.

December 12F 2005: Regional Transit Board approved inclusion of both Options ID and.
E (2 sites on 12th sfn between Sproule and Richards Boulevard, less than ^ m i le from

the River) as proposed locations for the Dos R ios L ight Ra i l Stat i on (goal of the CIHC is

a location as close to the River as possible).

March Ta 2006 City Council adopted Resolution 2006-183 accept i ng the Gateway

District Sfreefscape Master Plan for improvements to existing street amenities including. th
curb u^erF sidewalks, l ighting and landscap i ng in the area bounded by North 12

t ^ .

North 16th sf, and the Un i on
.
^^n Pac^ficlAmtrak Ra i lroad l i nes south of A Street.

April 1 8, 2006: City Council approved addition of $63M in Community Reinvestment
Capital Improvement Program (CRCIP) as a contribution to land acquisition.

May I B, 2006: Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) Board adopted
Resolution ^^^^^^ supporting the establishment of the CIHC within the Richards Blvd,
Redevelopment Area and the Lower Reach of the American River Parkway.

May 23, 2006: County of Sacramento Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution 2006^.
^^^^ supporting the establishment of the CIHC within the Richards Boulevard
Redevelopment Area and the Lower Reach of the American River
Parkway where facilities and programming can be accommodated in a
naturalistic setting consistent with the American River Parkway Plan.

May 25, 2006: State CIHC Task Force reconfirmed commitment to split site in
Sacramento along American River.

June 2006: Capitol Station District announced new name as River District; new "Vision
. 4

^anfor the Future" identified a Top Priority Action to "Plan and develop the California. ^^ Indian
Heritage Center" to meet their goal for "Enhanced Community Facilities and Amenities"

Summer 20O6r County completed draft of American River Parkway Plan Update with
Update Citizen Advisory Committee (UCAC), providing policy and guidelines for
interpretive facilities and services in the Parkway which would allow for these in
association with a facility such as the CI^C..
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Attachment 3

^relirninaiy chedulefor NxtSteps: Acquisifiions

MO(Js deVeioped and app roved Fall 2006

Summer 2007Complete EiR

Starting Summer 2007Pursue acquisitions

Complete acquisitions Spring 2008

N̂otes: ^ ^I1lii^ beUse Changes in Richards Blvd. Area complementary to the C .
^ ^ Land , F

pursued further in collaboration vuiti^ area property ov^rr^ers, implementing the

new River District `Vision for the Future".

2) Periodiĉ̂  status reports on this project will he provided by staff to City Council.
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