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July 11, 1989 

Council Members 

Mayor 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

4 
The Sacramento Chapter of the Audobon Society has asked that the 
council endorse federal legislation by Senator Cranston and 
Representative Levine, the California Desert Protection Act. I 
will bring this item to you for your approval on the July 18th 
agenda. Attached you will find a summary of the legislation. 
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• ' •1•The rugged badlands of Death Val-
' ley were sculpted over thousands of 

years from soft clay, deposited by a 
lake that covered the valley floor 
during the last ice age. 

distinctive form of the Joshua 
is a symbol of the unique flora 
fauna of the Mojave Desert. 
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The Solution: 
The California Desert Protection Act 
Something can—and must—be done. Senator Alan Cranston and Representa-
tive Mel Levine have introduced legislation, S.11 and H.R. 780, the Califor-
nia Desert Protection Act, to save what remains of the special wonders in 
the California Desert. The proposed California Desert Protection Act would 
ensure that the recreational opportunities the desert affords, and the varied 
resources that make the desert unique, are preserved for the benefit of all 
Americans—and for generations to come. 

Specifically, the bill would: 

• Establish the nation's 51st national park, the 1..5-million-acre Mojave 
National Park, east of Barstow. Now administered by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BUM), the area features spectacular mountain ranges, 600- 
foot-high sand dunes, the world's largest Joshua tree forest, numerous 
archaeological sites, and more than 300 animal species. 

• Expand the boundaries of Death Valley and Joshua Tree National 
Monuments and make these areas national parks. Death Valley would 
grow from 2.1 million acres to 3.4 million, while Joshua Tree, now 550,000 
acres, would increase by 245,000 acres. 

• Preserve 4.5 million acres of spectacularly diverse BLM wildlands as 
wilderness. These 81 wilderness-quality areas include lands as varied as the 
pinyon-clad Inyo Mountains, the rolling Cadiz Dunes, and the dramat-
ically eroded badlands of Mecca Hills. 

• Transfer 20,500 acres of spectacular scenery and critical habitat to Red 
Rock Canyon State Park. 

• Protect a special botanical area, the 1,920-acre Desert Lily Sanctuary, 
and an important historic site, 490 acres in the Indian Canyons near Palm 
Springs. 

Bad water in Death Valley, looking west toward the Panamint Range. 

The California desert is a land of many uses. The proposal ensures that the 
wide variety of current commercial and recreational uses of the desert will 
continue. For example: 

• No currently maintained roads used for touring and sightseeing would be 
closed under the Act; indeed, more than 30,000 miles of paved and dirt 
roads would remain open for use. 

• Off-road vehicle enthusiasts would continue to have an area larger than 
Sequoia National Park dedicated for their use and enjoyment. 

• All active mining would continue and valid claims within the national 
parks and wilderness areas would have legal protection. 

• Grazing would continue even within designated wilderness areas; graz-
ing in the new national parks would last until current permits expire. 

• Many new tourism jobs would be created. 
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California 
D Robert T. Matsui 
D Nancy Pelosi 
D Barbara Boxer 
D George Miller 
D Ronald V. Dellums 
D Fortney H. Stark 
D Don Edwards 
D Tom Lantos 
R Tom Campbell 
D Norman Y. Mineta 
D Leon E. Pannetta 
D Anthony C. Beilenson 
D Henry A. Waxman 
D Edward R. Roybal 
D Howard L. Berman 
D Julian C. Dixon 
D Augustus F. Hawkins 
D Matthew G. Martinez 
D Mervyn M. Dymally 
D Esteban Edward Torres 
D George E. Brown, Jr. 
D Jim Bates 

American Samoa 
D Eni F. H. Faleomavaega 

Arizona 
D Morris K. Udall 

Connecticut 
D Samuel Gejdenson 
D Bruce A. Morrison 
R Christopher Shays 

District of Columbia 
D Walter E. Fauntroy 

Florida 
D Charles E. Bennett 
D Bill Nelson 

Georgia 
D Ben Jones 
D John Lewis 

Illinois 
D William 0. Lipinski 
D Lane Evans 

Indiana 
D James Jontz 

Massachusetts 
D Barney Frank 
D Edward J. Markey 
D Gerry E. Studds 

COSPONSORS OF H.R. 780 
THE CALIFORNIA DESERT PROTECTION ACT 

INTRODUCED BY 
REPRESENTATIVE MEL LEVINE 

06/07/89 
Michigan 

D John Conyers, Jr. 
D Howard Wolpe 
D Paul B. Henry 
D Dale E. Kildee 
D David E. Bonior 
D Dennis M. Hertel 

Minnesota 
D Jerry Sikorski 

North Carolina 
D Tim Valentine 
D James McClure Clarke 

New Jersey 
D Frank Pallone 
D Robert A. Roe 

New Mexico 
D Bill Richardson 

New York 
D Robert J. Mrazek 
D James H. Scheuer 
D Major R. Owens 
D Robert Garcia 
D Nita Lowey 
R Hamilton Fish, Jr. 

Oregon 
D Peter A. DeFazio 

Pennsylvania 
D Peter H. Kostmayer 
D William Coyne 

Puerto Rico 
D Jamie B. Fuster 

Rhode Island 
R Claudine Schneider 

South Carolina 
R Arthur Ravenel, Jr. 

Tennessee 
D Bart Gordon 

Texas 
D Michael A. Andrews 

Utah 
D Wayne Owens 

Virgin Islands 
D Ron de Lugo 

Washington 
D Jim McDermott 
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CALIFORNIA DESERT PROTECTION LEAGUE 	4/11/89 

Admiralty Audubon Society 

Alliance for Survival 
American Federation of State. 

County and Municipal Employee,. Lot a. 2238 

American Oceans Campaign 

American Wilderness Alliance 

Ancient Forest Defense Fund 

Arizona Wilderness Coalition 
The Athenian School 

Buena Vista Audubon Society 
Butte Environmental Council 

California Crest Outdoors, Inc 

California Labor Federation, AFL CO 

California League of Conservation Voters 

California Native Plant Society 

California State Park Rangers Assoc:at:an 

California Trails Conservancy 
California Wilderness Coalition 
Central Arisona Backpackers Asss -  •• 	- 

Chatham Trails Association, Inc 

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal AS17.: 
Citiiens for Mojave National Park 

Coachella Valley Audubon Society 

C.O.A.A.S.T. 
Conchilla Valley Natural History Assoc:at:on 

Conejo Group - Sierra Club 
Conservation Call 

Contra Costa Hills Club 
Davis Audubon Society 

Defenders of Wildlife 

Desert Protective Council 
Desert Survivors 

Desert Tortoise Council 

Desomount Club 
Eastern Sierra Audubon Society 

Ecology Center of Southern California 
El Dorado Audubon Society 

Environmental Coalition of Ventura Cot.nty 
Environmental Defense Center 

Environmental Systems Technology 	 EiTA 
Environmental Traveling Comparii:n3 

Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs 

Friends Aware of Wildlife Needs (FAWN) 
Friends of Indian Canyons 
Friends of Sycamore Canyon Park 
Friends of the Earth 
Friends of the River, Sacramento Ofr.ce 
Friends of Wildlife 
Golden Cate Audubon Society 

Journal of Studies Honoring 1.:ndevelc-pe:i Areas 

(JOSHUA) 
Kaweah Group, Sierra Club 
Kern Audubon Society 
Kerncrest Audubon Society 

Kern-Kaweah Chapter, Sierra Club 

Inland Empire Chapter, California T ,.:rtle L: Tcrt:t,e 
Laguna Alliance for Survival 

Loma Prieta Chapter, Sierra Club. 
Los Angeles Audubon Society 

Madrone Audubon Society 
Mann Audubon Society 
• Marin Discoveries 

Michigan Trailfinders Club 

Mineral King Croup, Sierra Club 

Monterey Park Democratic Club 

!viorongo Basin Conservation Assoc::.::::. 

Morro Coast Audubon Society 

Mother Lode Chapter, Sierra Club 

Mountain Defense League 

The Mountaineers 

The Mount Saint Helens Club 

• Added since 2/24/89 
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National Audubon Society 
National Parks and Conservation Association 

National Speleological Society, Western Re; ion 
North Coast Chapter, California Native Plant Sc::ety 
North Country Trail Association 
Northwood. Audubon Center 
Palomar Dark Sky Defense Orgsnizat.:r. 
Palos Verdes Peninsula Audubon Socie..y 
Pelican Alliance 
Penn State Outing Club 
Planning and Conservation League 
Pomona Valley Audubon Society 
Porterville Area Environmentai Council 

Redwood Chapter, Sierra Club 
San Bernardino Valley Audubon Society 

San Diego Chapter, California Native 

San Diego Chapter, Sierra Club 
San Francisco Bay Chapter, Sierra Cut, 

San Gorgonio Chapter, Sierra Club 
San Jacinto Mountain Chapter, !sank Ws:ton League of A:-ne:-:ca 
Santa Barbara Audubon Society 
Santa Lucia Chapter, Sierra Club 
Santa Monica Bay Audubon Society 
Santa Monica Mountain. Chapter, Ca::forr.ta Native ?!ant Sety 

Sea and Sage Audubon Society 
Sespe Group, Sierra Club 
Sierra Club 
'Small Animal Urgent Care Clinic (Apple Valley) 

Small Wilderness Area Preservation 
Snake River Audubon Society 
Southern California Academy of Sciences 
Spokane Mountaineers, Inc. 
Tamarisk Eradication Project 
Trails Club of Rosemoor 
Tr-City Ecology Center (Fremont CA: 
Tulare County Audubon Society 
Ventana Chapter, Sierra Club 
Whittier Audubon Society 
The Wilderness Society 
Willits Garden Club 
Wintu Audubon Society 
4th World Wilderness Congress 
Yuma Audubon Society 
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'Added since 2/24/89 


