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POLICE CI OF SAC IENTO SACRAMENTO. CA
CALIFORNIA 93814-2506

ARTURO VENEGAS, JR.
CHIEF OF POLICE PH 916-20:4-5121

FAX 910-148-4620

October 28, 1997 E-MAIL
spdcauB@sacpd.org
www.siepd.org

Law and Legislation Committee
Sacramento, California 95814

Honorable Members in Session:

SUBJECT: ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT THE SALES OF “SATURDAY NIGHT
SPECIALS” IN THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO

LOCATION AND COUNCIL DISTRICT: City wide.
RECOMMENDATION:

This report recommends that the Law and Legislation Committee review the proposed ordinance
(attached), make any necessary changes, and forward the final report to the full City Council
recommending its immediate adoption.

CONTACT PERSON: Captain Rich Shiraishi, Office,of the Chief; Police
Départment, 264-5121

FOR LAW AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE MEETING OF:  November 4, 1997
SUMMARY:

At the request of Council Member Steinberg, the Sacramento Police Department has prepared this
report. It recommends that the Law and Legislation Committee support the adoption of a proposed
new ordinance to the Sacramento City Code prohibiting the sales of “Saturday Night Specials” (as
defined in the attached ordinance) in the City of Sacramento. These weapons are mainly .22, .25,
.38 and .380 caliber handguns with no external safety features and made of very low grade metals.
This ordinance is modeled after the West Hollywood ordinance which has withstood local court
challenge.

The mission of the Sacramento Police Department is to work in partmership with the Community to

protect life and property; solve neighborhood problems, and enhance the quality of life in our Cisy.



- Law and Legislation Commiittee
“Saturday Night Specials” Ordinance
November 4, 1997

BACKGROUND:
Throughout the country “Saturday Night Specials” have posed a tremendous risk to law enforcement
officers and citizens. These types of weapons are frequently used in criminal activity due to their

inexpensive cost, compact size, and easy concealment. Additionally, “Saturday Night Specials™ are
inferior in manufacture quality, easy to operate, and lack sufficient safety devices.

The following statistics were produced in a recent report by the U.C. Davis Violence Prevention
Research Program:

¢ “Saturday Night Specials™ are 3.4 times more likely to be used in crimes than other firearms.

¢ A 1995 U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms’ report identified these type of
weapons to be used 8 out of 10 times at crime scenes involving firearms.

¢ Annually in California, more than $703 million is spent for treatment of gunshot victims.
¢ Statistically, more Californians are killed from shootings than car accidents.

‘During 1995, in Sacramento 1,855 guns were seized by the Police Department. The same U.C:
Davis study produced these statistics regarding guns seized in Sacramento:

¢ Forty-six percent (46%) of the seized guns were “Saturday Night Specials.”
¢ Nearly half of these weapons were confiscated from people under age 24.

L4 Of people over 35 who had guns seized, domestic violence was the most common crime
leading to the seizure.

¢ Forty-three percent (43%) of all seizures were from the North Sacramento and East
: Broadway areas.

Copies of the U.C. Davis study can be made available to Council Members at their request by the
Police Department. Interested citizens can obtain this document from the U.C. Davis Medical
Center.

The Police Department expects to see a reduction in the number of “Saturday Night Specials” found
in the Sacramento area as a result of this ordinance. Gun dealers and business owners will be
contacted to ensure their understanding of the ordinance’s provisions and to work towards reducing
the number of these dangerous handguns in our community.



Law and Legislation Committee : : '
“Saturday Night Specials”™ Ordinance - ‘ "
November 4, 1997

The Police Department supports the primary finding of this draft ordinance which is to work with

the community to reduce handgun related crimes, and eliminate self-inflicted injuries and fatalities

caused by the use of poor quality firearms which fail to meet minimum safety requirements. The
proposed ordinance does not overstep the bounds of common sense and focuses on specific
handguns which are poorly manufactured and do not have adequate external safety mechanisms to

render them safe in most instances. '

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS:

This activity does not constitute a “project” and is therefore exempt from the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Guidelines Sections 15061 and 15378. :

" FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:

This proposed ordinance to the City Code may yield an insignificant increase in the amount of fines
generated through the citation process. ‘ ' '

" POLICY CONSIDERATIONS:

The proposed ordinance is consistent with City policy to provide a safe environment for our residents "
and enhance the quality of life in our City. :

MBE/WBE CONSIDERATIONS: None.

RECOMMENDATION APPROVED:

P Wasuch—

- NWILLIAM 1. EDGAR
: CITY MANAGER

AV:det
REF: 10-29
Attachment: Draft Ordinance
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revolver frames. These modifications have resulted in no advancement, or only
marginal advancement, in the durability of the “Saturday Night Specials.” These
particular firearms continue to be dangerous products due to their low quality of
manufacture and metallurgy, so as to make them unacceptable in commer@%,

(0) Manufacturers of “Saturday Night Specials” have increased theh s{:@power of
many of the semi-automatic pistols by chambngng theméz :@ﬁﬁ“ﬁfgh pressure
ammunition, - yet they have not changed the mﬁ TS usecfsisgt chamber,

2 % TR
AT ttxt‘.“.}\.ttd“&h

NS MR RIS

slide or breechface so as to contain the peak;ﬁgﬁsures genergs
power and to prevent parts breakage from %
the user.

‘\\\
RN
SRR
SR “‘3&3::**‘@
A A
e SR R
SRR

S w.wnw&

' -
P The Legislature has not, expressly or impli X i:y:“i - mpted the areas of Hearh
sales. The City Council therefore finds that‘ti}~ 7o

R kgsx: ‘;5“
nght Specials” 1s w:thm the scope of the mivniding

140 protect

W

:\"}»

3
AN
ey

NN e,
23 3

SECTION 2

3
SOURES

“ez\ >
S

i
§ ;t\:.v

48.02 Regulating Sale of Szfiiarday ng

S

48.02.100  Purpose and Inté‘!‘ir

y made, inadequately designed and poorly
It is not the purpose of thlS chapter to place

3 SR
aCthItY' u“\:\mmt&w‘ A
_ A
““«..\“akbg\m\g,k
\_\s&\m\m N
R

R
N
3

nght Special” defined; exclusions.

Except as p{g;gmded in Section 48.02. lOl(b) herem the term “Saturday Night Special,” as

i

22

1050
%
.455

3
X
W
N
3
N
o
2
I
A0
.

sseass.
5542,

A
25t

w:zit:&
NS

SRR A .
8

'z/,, 2

s

A
55
erseise

PRV
S
i

5
5e

P
7
2
T
2aaz

s

FOR CITY CLERK USE ONLY
ORDINANCE NO.

DATE ADOPTED:




(1) A pistol, revolver, or firearm capable of being concealed upon the person,
as those terms are defined in the California Penal Code Section 12001(a),
which contains a frame, barrel, breechblock, cylinder or slide that is not
completely fabricated of heat treated carbon steel, forged alloy ogg;g;her
material of equal or higher tensile strength.

2) A semi-automatic pistol which:

a) is not ongmally equipped by
action; and

b) is chambered for cartndges‘

standardized by the Sporting %
Institute.
- ::‘éii%::s:g““%

For purpose of this subsection (a)(‘2), T tol” shall mean a
firearm, as defined in Califog ‘ F1(b), which is
desugned to be held and (foes the following
upon discharge: (I) fifes-thec _ °F; (ii) ejects the fired
cartridge case; ii : o qui" the magazine into the

chamber. "Se 3t

fanism which is substantially identical in design
y action mechanism manufactured in or before 1898 that was
y chambered for rimfire ammunition developing maximum

5s;

S
%

S
25
R
i
2
i

Periis
SRS

7

A

!
y:

W
&\ ey

AN

¥s chambered to fire either centerfire ammunition or rimfire
S " ammunition developing maximum permissible breech pressures
N Y R 1 : .
.:\@\:5 , b“ A above 19,000 Copper Units of Pressure as standardized by the

SN

SHER

‘§ ‘ z‘}\? Sporting Arms and Ammunition Manufacturers Institute; and

3 R
AR e RS
R s R -4 -
\‘tm‘tt‘k\\&t&m&m\:‘k& ey

RS =

S8

FOR CITY CLERK USE ONLY
ORDINANCE NO.

DATE ADOPTED:




c) is not originally equipped by the manufacturer with a nondetachable -
trigger guard; or

: d) if rimfire, is equipped with a barrel of Iess than 20 bore d

in overall length protruding from the frame.
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The Chief of Police or his/her designee shall place on the Roster those firearms which

have been determined to constitute a “Saturday Night Special” within the meaning of section

48.02.101. The Chief of Police or his/her dc&gnee shall cause the Roster to be published i in the

followmg manner:

(1

@)

‘ 3

(b) Effective date of Roster.
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Atlvise the recipient that the burden of proving a firearm does not constitute

a “Saturday Night Special” within the meaning of section 48.02.101 shall
be on the recipient.
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(d) Reconsideration of Roster Classification.

() The Chief of Police, or his/her designee, shall, prior to the effective date
of this ordinance establish standards and procedures for the fogf@and
content of an application, conducting an admlmstzatwe heg g
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(5) The City Manager or his/her designee’shall hear and consider all relevant
evidence. Upon the conclusion of the hearing, the City Manager or his/her
‘designee shall, based on the evidence presented, determine whether the
firearm constitutes a “Saturday Night Special.” ;
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Roster, as amended to include these additional firearms, to be published in
accordance with subsection (a) of this section. '

()] Effective Date of Addition to Roster. The addition. of new ﬁreann@t& the
Roster shall not operate to preclude the enforcement of the Rqstef with
respect to firearms previously listed thereon. The pubhg:ﬁ“ f
as amended to include new firearms, shall be eff ﬁ@aﬁ“ 3
added firearms on the fifteenth day After spiits publie

subsection (a) of this section.
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with the requirements of the Sacramento City Code Chapter 28.05, and subject to the suspension
and or revocation of a Firearms Dealer Permit.

(©) Administrative penalties.

: Any person violating any provisions of this chapter shall subject to ad
pursuant to sections 1.01.070(c) and 1.01.070(d) of the Sacramgnto City,
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