
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

ENGINEERING SERVICES DIVISION

City Council
Sacramento, California

Honorable Members in Session:

CITY OF SACRAMENTO
CALIFORNIA

September 8, 2004

927 IOTH STREET
SACRAMENTO, CA

95814-2702

PH 916-808-8300
FAX 916-264-8281

SUBJECT: NORTHGATE BOULEVARD/ARDEN-GARDEN CONNECTOR INTERSECTION
PROJECT (PN: TG92) - APPROVE THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE
DECLARATION, ADOPT THE MITIGATION REPORTING PLAN, APPROVE
THE PRELIMINARY DESIGN AND DIRECT STAFF TO PROCEED WITH FINAL
DESIGN AND PREPARATION OF CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

LOCATION AND COUNCIL DISTRICT:

Intersection of Northgate Boulevard and Arden-Garden Connector - Council District 1. (See
location map- Attachment A).

RECOMMENDATION:

This report recommends that the City Council adopt the attached resolution:

1. Approving the Mitigated Negative Declaration and adopting the Mitigation Reporting
Plan; and

2. Approving the preliminary design, and directing staff to proceed with final design and
preparation of construction documents.

CONTACT PERSONS: Faramarz Ansari, Associate Engineer, 808-1166
Tim Mar, Supervising Engineer 808-7531

FOR COUNCIL MEETING OF: October 12, 2004

SUMMARY:

This report recommends that the City Council approve the Mitigated Negative Declaration,
adopt the Mitigation Reporting Plan, approve preliminary design, and direct staff to proceed
with final design and preparation of construction documents.
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COMMITTEElCOMMISSION ACTION:

None.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

In 2000, HDR Engineering Inc. was hired to perform engineering services for the Elevating
Northgate Boulevard project. The preliminary engineering and environmental analysis work
performed for the project concluded that the cost for elevating Northgate Boulevard was too
high relative to the benefit provided. Additionally, flood closure records showed that Northgate
Boulevard closed infrequently due to flooding and would be flooded even less frequently with
the re-operation of Folsom Dam.

The engineering analysis also showed that the intersection of Northgate Boulevard and Arden
Garden Connector is in need of improvement. Specifically, the northbound approach has
significant queues and the guardrail (at the southwest corner) is subject to frequent damage
and repair due to the tight turn radius and narrowness of the bridge across Steelhead Creek.
In June 2003, the City Council approved funding for the At Grade Crossing/Northgate
Intersection project in lieu of the Elevating Northgate Boulevard project. The final design is
scheduled to be completed by February of 2005 and construction to begin in May of 2005.

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS:

As of September 14, 2004, the project budget is $2,496,452. The unobligated balance is
$1,816,199, which is sufficient to complete the final design. The proposed actions do not
require additional funding. Prior to final project approval, all funding sources will be identified.
It is anticipated the project will be funded with local transportation funds.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS:

The City of Sacramento, Development Services Department, Environmental Planning
Services, has determined that the project, as proposed, will not have a significant impact to
the environment; therefore, a Mitigated Negative Declaration has been prepared. In
compliance with Section 15070(B)1 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Guidelines, the City has incorporated mandatory mitigation measures into the project plans to
avoid identified impacts or to mitigate such impacts to a point where clearly no significant
impacts will occur. These mitigation measures are included in Exhibit A (Mitigation Reporting
Plan) and address impacts to Air Quality, Transportation/Circulation, Biological Resources,
Noise, and Cultural Resources.

The Mitigated Negative Declaration was distributed through the State Clearinghouse (SCH
#2004072008) and available for public review during the period of July 1, 2004 through July
30, 2004. Several comments were received during the public review period. One comment
received from the County of Sacramento, Department of Regional Parks, Recreation, and
Open Space has resulted in staff relocating the bike ramp improvements. Relocation of the
bike ramp improvements would result in fewer environmental impacts and improve the safety
of the bikeway. Therefore, the analysis and the mitigation measures in the project Mitigated
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Negative Declaration are still applicable. However, technical changes in the project Mitigated
Negative Declaration have been made to reflect the change in the location of the bike ramps.

Copies of the Mitigated Negative Declaration are located and may be obtained at the City of
Sacramento, Development Services Department, Environmental Services - 1231 I Street,
Suite 300.

In addition, language in Mitigation Measure B-9, which concerns heritage trees, has been
corrected to include the County of Sacramento as a reviewer of the heritage inventory list and
the replacement ratio plan. The corrections are reflected in Exhibit A. However, this
correction is not considered a substantial revision under CEQA Guidelines Section 15073.5.

Staff recommends that the City Council approve the Mitigated Negative Declaration and adopt
the Mitigation Reporting Plan for the project.

POLICY CONSIDERATIONS:

The actions requested, herein, are consistent with Sacramento City Code, Title 3. This report
is consistent with the City of Sacramento Strategic Plan goal for enhancing and preserving the
neighborhoods.

ESBD CONSIDERATIONS:

No goods or services are being purchased as part of this action.

RECOMMENDATION APPROVED:

Respectfully submitted,

Nicholas Theocharides
Engineering Services Manager

Approved:

ROBERT P. THOMAS Marty Hanneman
City Manager Director, Department of Transportation

Table of Contents
1) Attachment A, location map, page 4
2) Resolution, pages 5, 6
3) Mitigation Reporting Plan, Exhibit A, page 7

P/Active/TG92 Northgate Boulevard/Council/CEQA council report 10/05/04
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RESOLUTION NO.

ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL

ON DATE OF

NORTHGATE BOULEVARD/ARDEN-GARDEN CONNECTOR INTERSECTION PROJECT
(PN: TG92) - APPROVE THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION, ADOPT THE

MITIGATION REPORTING PLAN, APPROVE THE PRELIMINARY DESIGN, AND DIRECT
STAFF TO PROCEED WITH FINAL DESIGN AND PREPARATION OF CONSTRUCTION

DOCUMENTS

WHEREAS, the City of Sacramento has determined the need for the Northgate
Boulevard/Arden-Garden Connector Intersection Project (PN: TG92) (hereinafter called the
"Project") and has conditionally included the Project in the City of Sacramento Capital
Improvement Program pending the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) compliance;

WHEREAS, the Environmental Coordinator has prepared a Mitigated Negative Declaration for
the above identified project;

WHEREAS, the Mitigated Negative Declaration finds that the proposed project will not have a
significant effect on the environment provided that mitigation measures are added to the
above identified project;

WHEREAS, the Environmental Coordinator has prepared a Mitigation Monitoring Plan for
ensuring compliance and implementation of the mitigation measures as prescribed in the Initial
Study for the above identified project; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 21081.6 of the California Public Resources Code, the
City of Sacramento requires that a Mitigation Reporting Plan be developed for implementing
mitigation measures as identified in the Initial Study for the project.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL THAT:

1. The Mitigated Negative Declaration be approved and the Mitigation Reporting Plan for
the Northgate Boulevard/Arden-Garden Connector Intersection Project be adopted as
shown in Exhibit A.

FOR CITY CLERK USE ONLY

RESOLUTION NO.:

DATE ADOPTED:



2. The preliminary design is approved, and staff is directed to proceed with final design
and preparation of construction documents.

MAYOR

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK

FOR CITY CLERK USE ONLY

RESOLUTION NO.:

DATE ADOPTED:
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
DEPARTMENT

CITY OF SACRAMENTO
CALIFORNIA

MEMORANDUM

EXHIBIT A

1231 I Street
Room 300

Sacramento, CA
95814-2998

Environmental Planning
Services
916-808-5375
FAX 264-7185

TO: Interested Parties

FROM: Susanne Cook, Associate Planner

SUBJECT: Changes to the Northgate Boulevard/Arden Garden Connector Intersection Improvement
Project (CIP# TG92) Mitigation Reporting Plan

DATE: September 14, 2004

Since the time the above project Mitigated Negative Declaration was circulated, language in Mitigation
Measure B-9, which concerns heritage trees, has been corrected to include the County of Sacramento as
a reviewer of the heritage tree inventory list and the replacement ratio plan. The language concerning
the replacement ratio in Mitigation Measure B-9 has been deleted to allow for flexibility when consulting
with the regulatory agencies. The corrections are reflected in Exhibit A. However, this correction is not
considered a substantial revision under CEQA Guidelines Section 15073.5.

The changes are shown on Page 10 of this document.

RESOLUTION NO.
Northgate/Arden Garden Intersection Mitigation Reporting Plan (CIP# TG 92)

Page I of 13
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Northgate Boulevard/Arden Garden Connector Intersection Improvement Project
Mitigation Reporting Plan

In January 1989, Assembly Bill 3180 went into effect requiring the City to monitor all mitigation measures
included in this Negative Declaration. For this project, mitigation reporting will be preformed by the City of
Sacramento Department of Transportation in accordance with the monitoring and reporting program developed by
the City to implement AB 3180.

This Mitigation Reporting Plan is being prepared by the Development Services Department, Environmental
Planning Services, 1231 I Street, Suite 300, Sacramento, CA 95814, (916) 808-5375, pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Guidelines, Section 21081.

The City's Department of Transportation will submit its completed Reporting Plan to Environmental Planning
Services for inclusion in the annual report to the City Council.

Project Number: CIP# TG92

Project Name: Northgate Blvd/Arden Garden Connector Intersection Improvement Project.

Project Location: The project is located at the intersection of Northgate Blvd and Arden Garden, in the City
of Sacramento. The Assessor's Parcel Numbers (APNs) include:
274-011-060, 274-012-011, 274-019-009, 274-012-015, 274-019-022, 274-012-020,
274-019-035, 274-019-020, 274-011-059, 274-011-030, 274-011-029.

Project Description: The City of Sacramento, Department of Transportation, is proposing to improve traffic
operations, and improve pedestrian and bicycle safety at the Northgate Blvd/Arden Garden
Connector intersection. The need for the project has been identified by the poor levels of
service experienced when reaching the intersection. Vehicles commonly idle through two
or more traffic signal phases during peak morning and evening drive times. During these
peak congestion periods, the intersection also becomes problematic for pedestrians and
bicyclists attempting to cross the street. The project would correct these operational and
safety deficiencies.

Northgate/Arden Garden Intersection Mitigation Reporting Plan (CIP# TG 92)
Page 2 of 13
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