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Honorable Members in Session:
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SACRAMENTO, CA
95814-2696
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ADMINISTRATION

916-808-5724

SUBJECT: DELINQUENT CHARGES - SPECIAL ASSESSMENT LIENS UPON THE
PROPERTIES TO WHICH THE COSTS ARE RELATED

LOCATION AND COUNCIL DISTRICT: City-wide

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended the City Council:

1. Open a public hearing to confirm, reject or modify the delinquency lien hearing

reports.

2. Close the public hearing, confirm the unpaid costs and transmit the unpaid costs to
the Sacramento County Auditor/Controller as special assessments against the

properties as follows:

a. Adopt the attached resolution placing liens on the properties for
unpaid Utility Services charges; and,

b. Adopt the attached resolution placing liens on the properties for
unpaid costs of Sidewalk Repairs performed; and,

c. Adopt the attached resolution placing liens on the properties for unpaid
Weed Abatement.

CONTACT PERSONS: Brad Wasson, Revenue Manager, 808-5724
Bill Spencer, Operations & Program Analyst, 808-7827
Dolores Arts, Sr. Customer Service Rep, 808-2662
Vernita Bradley, Revenue Supervisor, 808-5833

I

X7



City Council
DELINQUENT CHARGES - SPECIAL ASSESSMENT LIENS UPON THE
PROPERTIES TO WHICH THE COSTS ARE RELATED

July 13, 2004
Page 2

FOR COUNCIL MEETING OF

July 27, 2004

SUMMARY

This report provides the City Council with staff recommendations for protests received regarding
property liens for unpaid costs related to properties. For the three types of unpaid costs listed
above, an individual notice describing the protest hearing process was provided to each affected
property owner. This public hearing is for City Council to confirm special assessment liens
against the properties.

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION ACTION

None required.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

On May 7, 1996 City Council enacted changes to City Code related to special assessments for
unpaid utility services charges and unpaid sidewalk repair fees. Ordinance No. 96-020, amending
City Code Title 13, Title 12, Chapter 8.04 and Chapter 8.96 enacted an administrative appeal
process for all property owner protests to special assessment liens against the properties for unpaid
costs.

All property owners were noticed of the unpaid and/or delinquent costs, provided an opportunity
to resolve the issue with City staff, and were provided an opportunity for a hearing before a
Delinquency Lien Hearing Officer if they so requested. Attachment 1 is a summary listing, by
type, of the number and total amount of unpaid costs, the number of protests received, and the
number of hearings held before the Delinquency Lien Hearing Officer.

Attachments 2, 3 and 4 are listings, by type, of each protest received and the final disposition of
each protest. The findings of the Delinquency Lien Hearing Officer for each hearing held are
included.
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FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS

The Delinquency Lien Hearing Officer was paid $50 an hour. There were 9 hearings held that
required 9 hours for a total cost of $450.00.

City staff time was required for scheduling the hearings, the notices to property owners, and the
final noticing for hearings held. All the costs are included in the Revenue Division budget and
no additional funding is requested or required.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

Pursuant to Section 15378 (b) (3), this is not a project under the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA).

POLICY CONSIDERATIONS

The adoption of Ordinance No. 96-020 met City Council's request for a less time consuming or
more efficient method for hearing protests to delinquent charges special assessment liens. The
changes to City Code have established an administrative appeal process that provides an
opportunity for a hearing before an independent hearing officer. That administrative appeal
process has been utilized for the special assessments resolutions submitted. The results of the
administrative appeal process and the findings of the hearing officer are presented to City Council
as part of the process for confirmation of the special assessments.

State law requires the City Council to confirm the special assessments after a public hearing, so
there is still opportunity for the property owner to address City Council. Should any property
owner object to the special assessment, the public hearing shall be limited to the issue of whether
the hearing before the delinquency lien hearing officer was conducted in accordance with
applicable City ordinances. City Council does not have any legal obligation to hear the objections
of any property owner who did not request a hearing and thus waived his/her right to a hearing.
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ESBD CONSIDERATIONS

There is no requirement for purchase of goods or services associated this item.

Respectfully submitted,

Brad Wasson
Revenue Manager

RECOMMENDATION APPROVED:

Robert P. Thomas, City Manager

Attachments
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RESOLUTION NO.

ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL

ON DATE OF:

RESOLUTION DECLARING DELINQUENT WATER, SEWER,
REGIONAL SEWER, GARBAGE, GARDEN REFUSE, AND
STORM DRAINAGE SERVICE FEES LIENS ON PROPERTIES
TO WHICH SUCH SERVICES WERE FURNISHED.

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of the Sacramento City Code, the owners of the real
properties described in Exhibit A, on file in the Finance Department's Revenue Division Office, have
been notified that water, sewer, regional sewer, garbage, garden refuse, and storm drainage services
furnished to said properties were unpaid for a period of 60 days and that subsequent proceedings
would be taken by the Council to make the charges liens on the real properties if said charges were
not paid; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Sacramento City Code, notices were mailed to the owners of said
properties informing them of the opportunity to protest the placing of unpaid utility service fees

provided to the real property as liens; and

WHEREAS, each property owner noticed has been afforded an administrative appeal process,
including a hearing before a Delinquency Lien Hearing Officer; and

WHEREAS, City Council held a hearing upon those findings.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SACRAMENTO:

1 That all of the protests have been considered and have been rejected, revised,
or confirmed.

2. That the charges set forth in Exhibit A for the furnishing of water, sewer,
regional sewer, garbage, garden refuse and storm drainage service, to the real
properties described in said Exhibit A are owing and delinquent.

FOR CITY CLERK USE ONLY

RESOLUTION NO.:

DATE ADOPTED:
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3. That the City Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Sacramento City Code, is
entitled to and hereby attaches a lien upon the real properties described in said Exhibit A
in the amount set forth opposite each parcel of property.

4. That such liens shall constitute a special assessment against the properties at which the
services were rendered, and shall be collectible at the same time and in the same manner
as secured property taxes are collected, and shall be subject to the same penalties,
priorities, and procedures in the case of delinquency.

5. That the City Clerk shall file a certified copy of the confirmed report with the Sacramento
County Auditor/Controller for collection of said liens as herein above provided.

MAYOR

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK

FOR CITY CLERK USE ONLY

RESOLUTION NO.:

DATE ADOPTED:
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EXHIBIT A

LIEN LIST:
ON FILE IN THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT REVENUE DIVISION'S OFFICE
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RESOLUTION NO.

ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL

ON DATE OF:

RESOLUTION DECLARING THE DELINQUENT COSTS FOR
WEED ABATEMENT WORK FOR 2003 AS LIENS ON THE
PROPERTIES UPON WHICH THE ABATEMENT WERE
PERFORMED

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Sacramento City Code, Title 8, the owners of the real
properties described in Exhibit A, on file in the City Clerk's office, have been noticed and
informed of the opportunity to protest the placing of unpaid weed abatement fees upon the
described real properties as liens; and

WHEREAS, each property owner noticed has been afforded an administrative appeal process,
including a hearing before a Delinquency Lien Hearing Officer, and

WHEREAS, the City Council held a hearing upon those findings and it was established by
competent evidence that in each case the work had been performed by private contractor; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has found the total cost for each such work to be a reasonable cost.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SACRAMENTO:

l. That all of the protests have been considered and have been rejected, revised, or
confirmed.

2. That the charges set forth in Exhibit A for the abatement of weeds to the real

properties described in said Exhibit A are owing and delinquent.

3. That, as provided in Section 39577 of the California Government Code, the City
of Sacramento is entitled to and hereby attaches special assessment liens upon the
described properties upon recordation in the Office of the County Recorder of the
County of Sacramento.

FOR CITY CLERK USE ONLY

RESOLUTION NO.:

DATE ADOPTED:
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4. That such liens shall constitute a special assessment against the properties at which
the services were rendered, and shall be collectible at the same time and in the
same manner as secured property taxes are collected, and shall be subject to the
same penalties, priorities, and procedures in the case of delinquency.

5. That the City Clerk shall transmit a certified copy of this resolution to the
Sacramento County Auditor/Controller.

MAYOR

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK

FOR CITY CLERK USE ONLY

RESOLUTION NO.:

DATE ADOPTED:
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EXHIBIT A

LIEN LIST:
ON FILE IN THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT REVENUE DIVISION'S OFFICE



RESOLUTION NO.

ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL

ON DATE OF:

RESOLUTION DETERMINING THE REASONABLE COSTS
FOR SIDEWALK REPAIR WORK PERFORMED AS SHOWN
ON EXHIBIT A AND PLACING LIENS ON THE PROPERTIES
FOR THE COSTS THEREOF

WHEREAS, in accordance with Sacramento City Code, Title 12, the owners of the real
properties in Exhibit A have been noticed and informed of the opportunity to protest the
placing of unpaid costs of sidewalk repair work performed upon the described real properties
as liens; and

WHEREAS, each property owner noticed has been afforded an administrative appeal process,
including a hearing before a Delinquency Lien Hearing Officer; and

WHEREAS, the City Council held a hearing upon those findings and it was established by
competent evidence that in each case the work had been performed; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has found the total cost for each such work to be a reasonable
cost and the hearing closed.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SACRAMENTO:

1. That the reasonable costs in the aggregate not to exceed $60,448.33 for
unpaid sidewalk repair work performed is the sum set forth on Exhibit A
hereby incorporated into this resolution. This amount may be reduced as
staff determines necessary.

2. That the City Council, in accordance with the provisions of the
Sacramento City Code, is entitled to and hereby attaches a lien upon the
real properties described in said Exhibit A in the amount set forth
opposite each parcel of property.

FOR CITY CLERK USE ONLY

RESOLUTION NO.:

DATE ADOPTED:
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3. That such liens shall constitute a special assessment against the
properties at which the services were rendered, and shall be
collectible at the same time and in the same manner as secured
property taxes are collected, and shall be subject to the same
penalties, priorities, and procedures in the case of delinquency.

4. That the City Clerk shall transmit a certified copy of this resolution
to the Sacramento County Auditor/Controller.

MAYOR

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK

FOR CITY CLERK USE ONLY

RESOLUTION NO.:

DATE ADOPTED:
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LIEN LIST:
ON FILE IN THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT REVENUE DIVISION'S OFFICE
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