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) Thls meetlng was held to dlscuss the proposed ordlnance relatlng
rf;to discrimination ‘on the basis of- sexual orlentatlon., The meetlng was,fcrf‘
;'held in-the: Sacramento County Board of, Superv1sors chambers of thel U i
VCounty Admlnlstratlon Building.  The: change ?f ocation was- due to" theujyyg
T faet that the ant1c19ated number - of- people expected to attend ‘this. - L '
‘ :hearlng ‘exceeded the space available in the Clty Counc1l chambers at
g“Clty Hall . There Were approxxmately 200 people 1n attendance.‘é, e

!

;‘V ﬁ'mhe‘meetlng was called to order at 3 OO p m. by CounClean and . o
,Chairman Doug Pope. ‘Also present were Counc1lmembers Blll Smallman,fgfrwv
;fvnn Roble and Dave»shore.,“_j_.pnl .nf.w I A : c L PRI,

B Doug Pope exolalned to the audrence thatwthe moetlng could only goﬂ C
":untvl 5:00 p.m., and in- order to allow both proponente and’ onponents P
rof this proposed ‘ordinance to. speak he requested that the speakers ‘?f*
- keep: their: speechas short, and that they try to avord repetltlon of
'340ther speaﬁers' crmments.;r-' ,.a.'ﬁf,v_ CTT e

R Ted Kobey, A851stant C1ty Attornay, gave"a brlef outllne of what
“this ordinance would: cover and how it compared with- ;state - law., He -

1';expld1ned that this proposed ardinance: was . presented o .the: full t L e

“]Counc11 in March of this yeat by the Satramentans for Justlce, and waS"a':“
. “then referred to.this. commlttee for hearlng 4 ‘He'explained that the - -
_,'catejorleo covered employment buSLness,.etc., and that there is no
‘.ﬁretallatlon for anyone who wishes to have- tnls ordlnance enforced.. A

.,*VLOlatlon would be - punlehable by actual. damages and attorney fees at
"»f;the courc s, dlscretlon.‘ {;:_ ‘,_M,..;g'u_ﬁ,gj” : S '

Counc1lman dee Shore had some questlons e
L Shore?' Regardlnq the statute of llmltatlons of 18 montha from the;;"
:V[trme Of . dlscovery - why 18 months° f“_-;;"gTW~-5.,‘ R ST
S, Kobey-> I don't know why 18 montha., The(Sacramentans for Justlce
” _:ﬂlght know and can address thlS when they sp'oak KPR, :

fEJShorerh What are the other c1t1es 4statutes of llmltatlon° ;?f;n

%t L ] “ '
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,;Kobey.. Some are’ one year and some are two years.fjff

Shore-h Regardlng attorney fees, do the other ordlnaﬂces have

v_fattorney fees9 ;uj,. ”.._.:; R ‘swgngi}

Kobey-j All the othere.' Our offlce feel,,ltﬂls preempted by stateﬁiiﬁﬁf
'hlaw.f There are no known: test cases.- for thlSﬂ> State law says attorney]-fgﬂ‘

-~fees are. left to the agreement of the partles. ",:?" e o
. : l 3

Shore-~ Regardlng the Unruh Act to whatﬂextent does your offlce SR

‘l'ffeel there 1s a. overlap between the Clty and ‘the- State7 l‘

. I B : ) -
2 ' v b '
- Kobey-i The Unruh Act aoplles in houSLng._ It prov1des for actual
indamages, attorney fees, and punltlve damages. jup. to three t1mes the ,
_?amount of actual damages but not less ‘than- $250 00 ' i
A - I "‘"2-1'1:“;'<~\w_w,» o
o Shore- ~50 they could flle for two causes of;actlon2j_ltfdoesn'ti,g;[’ :
,fljcompltcate th1ngs7 *. *} R NS SRR PR A S

R T T A TR I
Kobey-j,Yes, they can.ﬁg ';~~;gt“,;jﬂff ﬁlnji
- rShore[ Regardlng employment, how far do;s the Unruh Act go?ghﬂ"';:ﬁ

Kobey-” Tt doesn t ' That's what AB' 1 1s‘hll about ' Unruh 1s‘

fstrlctly ~civil. ThlS is’ still a civil: matter except. for postlng of

'3«51gns, We do not have a. prov151on for punlthwe damages:l

o Shore-' How many tlmes has thlS been tested in the courts 1n other"h;?i
g CLtles? " iua_'a,‘ ) ';‘ “-“','" _T_~:t.eaj%y' S L
N Kobey. " The Oakland ordlnance hasn't beed\tested Itfhasmﬁtﬁheehugf;ij'
s a larqe source of lltlgatlon.m L T S S e Pl ‘
B " R
i _ Shore.v'The San Franc1sco ordlnance covens pen51on rlghts, etc.,
»of non-marrleds.n Is, thls 1ncluded 1n ours?. Q. ' . :
: : TR S - : e
Kobey-:jNovf?r“ "1
, “Pope: On page 5 you dlSCUSS the Unruh Aqt : WhatfefthefaifferehceﬁTm_;h
-fibetween bu31ness establlshments and employment” T T e SR T

o ','h .
U

EfﬁfKobey._ Unruh doesn £ deal w1th the matter of employment.fﬂ'::

'”%7popé:< In order to enforce, do they have to prove damages°':':“
A " o l o
.}Kobey. They would have to orove any damages that 1ncur."-;"

: -Pope: IE an; employm nt agency is locatedﬁln the County, are they R
“requlxed to keep a-.list of . homosexuals. and employ them in the *. . e
-City but not necessarily in the County? - .In other words, County~
- bu51nesses do not have to comply9 SRR TR SR S
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“churcii school. allows other students to attend
“by the- ord1nance7 L :

Law and Leglslatlon Commlttee Meetlng -fjkg{a:‘

[

'“fﬂKobey- The Clty emoloyer could be 1n v1olat10n.fﬁl

"Pooe. Take .an. offlce supply busrness. NIt s located in the County

Kobey; Under Unruh they have to sell to

but. does work 1n the Clty ) They do not have to hlre homosexuals”

Pope.f Could a bu51ness in the Clty w1th an executlve offlce ln

the County refuse to. advance the homosexual from the Clty offlce to

the County offlce? s T L <

o Kobey. I don't know.

Kobeys Prlvate employment

R Roble' On Page 4 you dlscuss educatlonal

vtrue it would not apoly to publlc schools anq

CleS

Pope- ’Prlvate non- church schools are not“
:Kohey- True.

4
R

1mate1y 45 minutes each for the opponents andw

!\

Shore. ‘An’ emoloyer could have an agency hn the County hlre all

;thexr employers and get around the law..ﬁ;,,vyv;

Smallman- Is there anythlng 1n the ordlngnce not already covered .
felsewhere?jasﬂ.'»u SR ‘:.y“,hk S, .;f -"r,; : . S
N - N " ! ° .." . '1:,_-" -

P A

"r

lnstltutlohs fisiiﬁﬂ<f*}Ml
collegeso ce

. Kobey." Publlc schools are already covered by State law., Also;' S
the: City doesn t have authorlty to regulate ofher governmental agen—-» S

:q;-j'_ R

covered' however}“ff thef'
they_wouldrbeuCoVeredﬂ

‘ Pipe: How do.you draw the distinction from members and non= . |
‘members?. T R S e B S

Kobey.q That is certainly open to discussion. It"s not all that co T
clear. T,>“fﬁ "';“]."il,“,a--_'. R B S N S

Chalrman Doug Pope stated at this. time that there would be aporox—ff"ﬁf’
proponente of thlS pro~:Ajf
fposed ordlnance.; He - began Wlth the proponents.” - RN ’

o Mr. Ron Gray of the Sacramentans for Justlce spore flrst .He.’
;explalned that the :statute of limitations of’ 18 months. was chosen by
‘his organlzatlon because it was right- betweenw

the one year and . two

‘year statute of . llmltatlons ‘chosen by other c1t1es ‘and seemed: Co
.reasonable.ﬁ At thls ‘time San Franc1sco 1s con51der1ng changlng from UL

bu31nesses run by hOmO“:‘; v
sexuals.,~l w--v; _‘_r._ e DL '-“-ﬂ.?“"ﬂ" : L S
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'V‘years.v

fposed ordlnance ) {1_;;
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ohe year to two years.

g* Regardlng AB l Mr.‘Gray explalned that t

“exemptlon-'ln Callfornla, rellglous organlzat

This is not true w1th federal law Federal 1:

Mr Gray c1ted varlous cases w1th regard

’agieed to . furnish these cases to the Councgil

©Oakland is tuo years.|’

|
i

. ﬂ“."' N

here 1s ‘no’ rellglous

ions can dlscrlmlnate.:"_;_ )
aw 1s closer to thlS nro—:;f'

.' ;I

to dlscrlmlnatlon,‘and
commlttee..

'Theighfuh“httiié{threef;“

‘He explained:. ?fe~f7

"that the San 'Francisco ordlnance has been tested about eight times: P
, Los Angeles has . | - '
- ‘been tested twice,; once in 1984 before the Court:' of Appeal, and won.. K -
. ThHe Court of Appeal relied on the Los Angeles! ordinance” rather than. =
"Unruh.
" The Unruh Act is -two sentences that can't. be flgured .outi. o
“back to 1910 (re—-introduced- in. 1959 with -a- new. name and” amendments).“_ﬁ

with a decision of seven tlmEa for ‘and once agalnst
He then explalned why he felt this ordinance was necessary.
It goes.

Thla proposed ordlnance is. very expllc1t. Mo%t people obey the. law,

;Hou51ngf
“that her organization- conducted tests with ma
- .~ couples, and two men, all trylng to rent ‘a-on

'AQ,explaJned the  statistics. regardlng this test,

The next speaker was Sandy Vlrago of the
She stated. that dlscrlmlnatlon is a

fact that the gay couple was most often dlscr

- concluded by saying that the only reason.to o

.hgand with this ordlnance most oeople w111 knowiexactly what law they fﬂ;ijiﬁ
Qmust follow.‘ - . e : BRE

,Human nghts Falr |

sad - fact “She explalned?

and partlcularly the.

opose “this ordinance .
1nat10n.;n housing. -~

rrled couples, unmarrled ;cf;
e -bedroom .apartment:. . She -

1m1nated against.. - She- ;j;j;,f?

‘-would be to allow contlnuatlon of: the dlscrlm

‘not do it agaln.j

There ‘was “some dlscu551on with Ms. Vlrago; She‘stated"that.eyen

'though the laws are there to protect- against. all dlscrlmlnatlon,_they

are not always- followed.. . She said the Human. nghts Fair Housing d4id.

- not turn the ‘names over to, the state, but that® the apartméent owners’ .

were: contacted and signed a statement saylng they understood and wouldf LT

- This Study was confldentlalh'so no- names ‘were-men- .-
“‘tloned, and 1t w1ll be keot that way. - : e d

t} Pooe.; Have you had many compla1nts7

- Vlrago. 4About 100 51gned complalnts and 500 calls per month

“7ffoar were clearing sexual’ orlentatlon based.; We brlng partles f
Jﬁtogether and medlate.‘ﬁ.'zlt o e . Ll

.:LPope-% D1d any of these people take actlonv:w‘y‘::y

' erago'ﬂ We close the case if it is: not successful I know of oneh:7

f‘complalnt £iled but then dropped, ‘and the otHers had other reasons
V. besides sexual’ orlentatlon., T
":but many people fear that they cannot afford“to be ldentlfled as gay ’

It shows-.that dlscrlmlnatlon is there,




II |
. v .

'there stlll be that fear7l‘_tthj.- fu;xV’ L

Hfollow.: _

B I el A . . . o . . -

Page Five. =~ ' © 00 e T T T
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VJrago-"'Fear;xlvfr{aw~f C .“fgﬁ'ﬂk;'m

Pope.h If we adopt thls ordinancey‘I don‘t understand. fwoﬁla§'£,if“;*

VJrago-' Laws change behav1or.t Then there w111 be rules to
. - ’? C

The next speaker was Lisa. Katz,,who was there representlng the AB

'l project. She explained that there was, indeed, discrimination- in .. -

Callfornla and in the Clty of Sacramento in. the area of employment

. She cited an.incident where a .man in Merced, who worked in a hospital, ‘- .
~was told by his- superv1sor after the” veto of’ AB 1 that "We don t have’ . -
“t0 keep you fags on anymore.” There is a lot! of harrassment in the -
workplace,’ maklng work unpleasant and 1moossrb1e._ Even.if there ls:”ﬁbi.,,”
‘only oné case in Sacramento where. a person .was’ denied . employment based.

~on sexual’ orlentatlon, a mlscarrlage of ]ustlce has taken place and

must be rlghted.s?j lwfzfﬁ." . f.'" - 1 73“

ignorance spreads. faster than AIDS. She stated that it is an old

‘disease which. started in Afrlca,‘andﬁthat it is ba51ca11y a- hetero~ N
.sexual dlsease.h She feels. that this ordlnance does not have anythlng T
“to do w1th AIDS,.and that you could not get AIDS by pa331ng laws.;; I

Herb Perry, a labor economlst at ‘the Un1ver51ty of Callfornla,

"Sdcramento, was the next. speaker., He gave some: statistics. about how
‘nmon-whites. and- homosexuals were: found to. be'. 1n jobs: lower than' their _
Jquallflcatlons, i.e., post office. employees- w1th M.A.s or B.A.s. This: .
- was because they were pushed out of the job market ‘due: to dlscrlmlna~*7
_tion. He believes that any dis¢rimination other than. the abll;ty to,-“

do the work requlred is agalnst Amerlcan justlce.:

George Smlth of the State Employees Assoc1atlon stated that thelr‘

.organization was for the ordinance, and that they are also. strong- suo~;}77'

porters of AB 1. -No c1tlzen should be denled‘falr employment or. a

;place to llve.A “1: _,,'. S e U

DU _!‘,- ",

Lt

Ruth O'Hearns of the Serv1ce and Emoloyers Internatlonal Unlon

. read a resolutlon their group made in 1984, - and. gave -a.'copy. of thlS>

respolution to each Council member. She stated that. they have 2400

1ClaSSlfled employees in ‘the Sacramento School Dlstrlct and they are

agalnst dlscrlmlnatlon of any kind.: ,
'L

Bob Klosse, a member of the Law ‘and Legislatlon Commltee of the

,Central Chapter of the AFL CIO read a statement in. support of thlS

.' ‘~i*

Popeﬁf’xffthefunruh Aet'poﬁersfthis:alreaﬁyi,whﬁgarenftJthere aﬁy,fft .
. cases? O O Pt T, SRS SR ST

Next was a representatlve of the‘Sacramento AIDS Foundatlon :AShe;;;m
~expla1ned the unfounded fears peoplée have regardlng AIDS, and. that
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. ordlnance,-and also gave a copy of hlS statement to each Counc1l

.. ‘member.. He concluded by saylng that we should judge workers oy whatfﬂflweﬁ

: they do on . the job not by what they do ln tﬁe bedroom

o epresentatlves of tne Amerlcan C1v11 leertles Unlon and the ,
. National Women's Political Caucus each went on record to support any
-jgvote dgalnst dlscr1m1natlon. . “.Ti“,?‘ .f T S

3

Now 1t was: . tlme for those 1nd1v1duals or-groups to Speak agalnst;}f‘”"'ﬁ

‘the pzooosed ordlnance. ;4 ST T “

: The flrSt soeaker Was Rev Mlchael Rochelle.v He stated he dld not:f
. feel. this: was merely a spiritual issue. He. felt, flrst of all,. ‘that .

 ‘this ordinance ‘was unnecessary, as there was. already leglslatlon _ R
. regarding this matter., - If- ‘it is not' clear, cﬂean it up:  If-it. is’ notm”f”f
"~ being utxllzed, enforce 1t.~ He also' feel thls nroposed ordlnance pro—*]iih;

" vides for the protectlon of.'gays because of thelr choice. - "We do and "~ "

. should. protect. the: areas for. which we have nofch01ce, but do we have ¢
" the right to .force: people 'to rent. to people with llfestyles ‘they don't'T
believe in?™ He also. p01nted out - the: addltlonal .costs involved in o
enforc1ng such.an ordinance. . He:feels he supports equal and falr
'”:treatment but that we do not need -hew: statutfs..” : :

|

hore.“ You agree that AB l should be enforced through the State’l,:fd

N Rochelle. No....:;*?f7”r';Allt'lI . ”"0

‘Shore:f Do you support dlscrlmlnat10n9
: R l' e o
Rechelle.v Only for those thlngs for whlch we have no ch01ce

. The next speaker was’ ‘a:- representatlve of the Callfornla Grocers.
' He feels this ordinance- Qromotee dlscrlmlnatlon. -For example, Af-a-
gay is not hired among. ten equal applicants,. wa- could be. sued ~But if
~ we do not hire one of ‘the. others,. they have. no. recourse. - “We' know we_ g

-have gays working for us; we did net ask themlwhen they ware h1red

'jBut I don t-. feel they should have spec1al pr1v1leges._,-

' Bob Rlchardson spoke next ' He was a black pastor ‘ He sald he had’f
. known dlscrlmlnatlon all of - hlS life because: of the: color of hHis skin. .
" "Someone 'said that law change ‘behavior, . but I”say this. is not true. .

'We are still suffering." He felt the proposed ordinance was citing an . -

. issue of choice. He feels our young- people who, if this ordinance is
'passed,‘w1ll feel this is okay. He also hoped that the. Committee . -

would take a closehlook at the Clty Code relatlng to sanltatlon, etc.,};:‘

',kconcernlng AIDc. -

The HEXt Speaker was. the Rev. Blll Wllson“of the Capltal Chrlstlanhﬁfh(i

fCenter.. He. sooke to. express thelr concern and opp051tlon to’ the ordi-
~jnance.”<“We are . for people, but. we feel thls ordlnance is! not golng tog"
,solve a deeper problem ".‘ : : :
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hShore;;“Why7 What do you mean°

W1155h4 We are concerned w1th theAmoral .ssne;lEWefdon‘tfthink .]Jf“f¥j

'j*thls ordlnance should ex1st at all

Roble-h Would you.feel better lf churches were'removedkfongdon't J‘}fﬂz

;!;you 11ke 1t{at all’ o
. Wllson‘ We don't llke lt

: " The next speaker was Rev. Tlmberlake; “He. stated he wants to keep
' thé San: Francisco people out. ‘He feels that the proponents are saying.’

the ordinance doesn't do - anythlng, but he- feels there are laws alreadyfllf.f

‘that aren't being utilized, and that 'this ordlnance -ddds a brand-new
~minority. He stated that people who are’ mxnor1t1es becausé of birth

" or rendered so through accident are a fair. mlnorlty, but’ that homo-’j«fffu

‘ ,-sexuallty is'a choice.  The burden- of proof 1é on the employer. to . -
.. prove ‘that he did not hire a person ‘because of his homosexuallty.- He . ‘

" ' salid that some Cltles have knocked out ordlnances llke thlS after they :
‘have been passed S e V»j PR - A : P

: Sl e ]-' ' . e v

: Mr. Henry Meyer of the Northern Callfornla Grocers Assoc1atlon.

. 'rspoke.A He said he. was ‘here. to state somé: facts. -He ‘explained his .-
| concern over the ‘health issue, and that now we are forced to- hire -
‘people "affected by a deadly disease - and I mean deadly." = He: - -
-explained that if he is forced to hire. butchers, stock boys; or: pro— o
~ duce people. who are affected by AIDS, this. dlsease could be: spread to. .
‘thousands of peoole in the Sacramento area. There should be an exemp- f

.. tion in the food lndustry anyway-. He' concluded with the statement
futhat “When I 90 “to San. Franc1sco, I take my own lunch'"‘

o The Coun01lmembers dlscussed the fact that the Sacramcnto County

. Health Department does-not allow anyone. to hlre someone infected with: 15"“"

a skin disease: of any kind, as well as- someone with an .infectious:-
”\dlsease. Doug Pope: asked" the Attorney s. offlce whether it was legal

to ask d person you are considering for a- ‘job whether that person has .

. or’ has had AIDS. Ted ‘Kobey and Bill Carnazzo of the Attorney's offlce"
“"said no; it was not legal.. -‘However,. Bill Carnazzo stated: that employ—
~ ment could be .subject to taklng a, physical examlnatlon, and: then a
Qfdoctor could ask that questlon, eSQec1ally in|the case of . food' .
":handlers. .;3 S _ﬁ_“;._” caor e

o Shore.' Is there regular testlng in. the food 1ndustry to determ1ne:3
f;rwhether workers Jhad- 1nfectlous dlseases such . as ‘tuber u1051s° B T

'MeyerwfiNo.nd

Pope: What relat1onsh10 is belng drawn between AIDS and thlS i”fri'flﬁ

0 ord;nance" .
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Meyer- AIDs'has.no-éuré;J“;Lhagz L ’?vg‘“'”

VfPope:a ThlS ordlnance does not address AIDS v1ct1msh.." o
Meyer-A Only a, small mlnorlty'carrles thlS dlsease.~" ;

- ”fPope.“ You fe l you should be able to dls?rlmlnate on thlS ba31s? |
;'Meyerf_ Yes;

: 'Roble-- Do ‘you thlnk the food‘industrymshguld~befexo&hdedffrom«‘
- thlS ord1nance7 -_‘ . S :'“' dﬂ. L S S e

_ Meyer-' T 11 thlnk about’ it. -If that's aiPQSéibilfﬁYr 111 oer;aﬂt
_'talnly come:; back and’ glve you some remarms.."(j"v B S

The next speaker was Betty Gwaizden of - the Sacramento Valley :
Apartment Association. She addressed. the "audlt“ by the Fair Housing.
..and said they appreciate- those audits. - She feels -everyoné has a rlghtg
. to live without orejudlce.: However, she feels this - ordinance w1ll
- ..cause unnecessary problems on both 51des.. ThlS law means there would
g be more lltlgatlon, and often ‘without just cagse. She sald they do
“not give. 30~ day notices except:.for good reasons._ If gays are. reluc—
" tant to come forward now: to complaln, why would they 'become more .
"willing with this ordinance? 90% of the homosexual communlty are S
excellent tenants, but the 2% will cause proolems for -everyone. . We
- oppose . ‘the ordinance because we believe it 1s“an unnecessary law 1n'
. our 1ndustry, not because of the purpose behlnd 1t. ' TR

, "As tlme was: up for further dlscu551on, 1tﬁwas agreed that thls

hearlng would be continued. until May 16, 1985, ‘which was: the first

available date, and’ it would- be: held from 2: 00 ~-5:00 D.m.. at . the sama:.

location - the. County Board of Supervrsors chambers in, the County
”bAdmlnlstratlon bulldlng. s - e

o Lynn Roble stated that at the next: meetlng she would llke to hear
.f:a report. on other ordinances. which now exist,lthe. complaints they have
' ‘been .getting, etc. She .also- would like to, hear from the Fair Employ—7

ment and Hou51ng for a descrlptlon of .the Unruh Act: and whether it is.
Aworﬁlng or .not, -and why. she: also wants an explanatlon as to why
“there is not enforcement ‘when there are comolalnts. Also, - someoné

- from: the Health Department should be present to address the AIDS conﬂftvh"

carn and the food handllng problem.

The meetlng was ad]ourned at 5 12 - m.j i




