DEPART“E‘N'I OF p’Am&s _»: ) : "CITY OF SACRAMFNTO

AND COMMUNITY ssnwcrs_ o .+ . CALIFORNIA

" ROBERT P. THOMAS . e
'DIRECTOR

G. ERLING LINGGI -

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR T

‘" February 16,

Law and Legislative Qommittee'f. '
Sacramento- California- .

Honorable Members 1n Se531on

 SUBJECT: Support of B 1779 - Child care, .

SUMMARY -

5

State Senate Bill - 1779 is’ designed to assist
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governments in

>,prov1d1ng Chlld care “facilities for 1nfants by reducing the amount of.
~outside. square footage requ1red for each 1nfant in-a child care center,
from the. currently requlred 75 square feet to the proposed 50~ square feet

per. 1nfant

. iBACKGROUND INFORMATION

Senator~~Morgan has ilntroduced SB '1779. (Exhibit A),
: _Iocal‘-gOVernmentsw”‘n providing' child care facilities

following: .~

.-

sk
B

de51gned to" a351st_
It would do the

'".i.'Requjre' that;fﬁo:square feet of"outside play atea ‘be available for
- .each’ ~ infant - in +the chlld care ‘center (an 1nfant is a. chlld below .

. the age of 2 years) -and

v,

‘;ég;Requ1re that thls 50 square feet shall include playxareas only,ﬂ

,‘and non play areas shall be excluded s

Currently, there is” fa‘ hlgh unmet demand for 1nfant care An Sacramento :
.Approx1mately 47% -of ‘the .child care requests whlch are.Teceived by ¢hild -

~Action, Inc. a -resource “and referral agency

‘'serving the.Sacramento.

-region, ; are requests for infant care, This is eSpeCiafly true in areas .

of high enployment - den31ty, for’ often parents

want their infants in .~ -

. 'fa0111t1es close. to- them. Areas of h1gh employment den81ty often have'
‘ adequate>‘1nside space for a -child ‘care center, but 11m1ted space for'
_.Zoutsrdefplay,areaspl ThlS is espe01ally true in our- downtown area
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In addition to the above unmet néeds, current regulations require more
-square footage for  infants and toddlers (children under 2) than they
require for pre-schoel children (ages 2-5). This does not seem
reasonable. . Child care facilities for infants and toddlers aré required °
‘to " have-.a total of 125 sq. ft. per child (50 sq. ft. inside and .75 sq.
:ft. outside per child), in contrast to facilities for pre-school children:
which are required to have a total of 110 sq. ft. (35 sq. ft. inside and
75 sq. ft. outside). It seems reasonable to require more square footage
for pre-schoolers who are. much wmore physically active and less for
infants and toddlers e R R A
Flnally,’ because the teacher/child ratio is . one aduilt for every.four.
infants, infant care -is much more expensive than pre-school care where
the ratio is 1:12. If such a large outside play area is also required\'
for ~infants and toddlers, the <cost of infant care. will' be less
affordable; ’ S . S SR
Senator Morgan s office has requested a resolution of'support from City
Council, : : s ' ' R o

RECOMMENDATION '

1t i fECommended that the.Law and Legislative Committee support Senate__n_

Bill 1779 and refer this report to full City Council for actlon

,'Respectfully submitted

ROBE ﬁ27§§0MAS Dlrector

Parks and Commun1ty Serv1ces‘y~‘

A L . T L - Febnuary 25,‘1988‘  L
RPT:js S 7 o . .All Districts



o - _ S - EXHIBIT A

SENATEBILL ~ ~ No.1T19

; Intfodueed by Se-nat'erl M“ergan’ ‘

 January 15, 1988 -

O Ot .;::. © m.--

An act to add Sectlon 1597. 01 to the Health and Safety Code

‘ ,relatmg to mmors ‘ 5 . _ s

LECISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

SB 1779 as mtroduced ‘Morgan. - Day care. centers. -
Existing law requires the State Department of Soma]

- Services to. license - day care centers, in accordance W‘lth -

regulations adopted by the department. . o
Existing regulations require that.a day care center have at
least 75 square feet of outdoor activity space per child, based
upon the licensed capacity of the. day care center. Certain
outdoor areas are not mcluded for purposes of makmg this -

‘detenmnahon

_This bill would, thh respect to mfants as defmed reduce '
the amount of requlred outdoor activity space to.50 square

feet per infant. It would specify that the bill would not apply =

" tooutdoor areas designated by the department to be excluded .-
- indetermining whether an apphcant or licensee has sufficient
-outdoor activity space."

. Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Flscal cornnuttee yes

' State mandated local program: no.

| ,.Tbe peop]e of the State of Cabforma do enact as fo]]ows

SECTION 1. Sectlon 1597- 01 is added to the Hea.lth
_and Safety Code, to read: =~ ‘
~ 1597.01.- (a) Except as prov1ded in subd1v1s:on (b) a
‘day care ¢enter shall have at least 50 square feet per
infant of outdoor: activity space, based on the total ‘
licensed capacity for the day care center. “Infant,”

jused in this section, means a child under two years of age e



_SB1779' e
1 (by Thxs section shall not apply to any areas demgnated

.. 2. by the department to be excluded in determining ..
3 whether an applicant or hcensee has sufﬁcxent outdoor - -
4" actlwty space.
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