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PLANNING DIRECTOR 

July 16, 1981.

SUBJECT: An Emergency . Ordinance of various sections of Article 
of Chapter —3 of the Sacramento City Code relating to signs 
located within 660 feet, of the exterior right-of-wa y of an 
existing or designated freeway or route (M364) 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The above referenced Sign Ordinance Amendment was originally scheduled 
to be considered by the City Council on May 26, 1981. At that time, 
the Council voted to continue the ordinance amendment to July 21, 1921 
in order to see the outcome of a Supreme Court case involving outdoor 
advertising and how it would affect the proposed ordinance. In addi-
tion, the continuance would allow additional time for the sign 
companies to meet with staff. 

Representatives of the sign companies are requesting a, continuance 
in order to avoid consideration of both sign ordinance amendments on 
the same evening because they are two separate issues. 

Staff has no objection to the continuance because it would allow addi-
tional time to evaluate the Supreme Court decision on the Metro-Media 
case. Also, staff, is currently reviewing an alternate ordinance with 
the sign company representatives. 

Attached is an ordinance that would extend the moratorium to August 11, 
1981. If the Council grants the continuance, staff suggests that the 
moratorium ordinance be adopted. The sign company representatives 
indicated no objection to the extension of the moratorium. 
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ectfully submitted, 

arty. Van uyn 
Planning Direc 

City Council	 -2-	 July 16, 1981 - 

RECOMMENDATION  

Staff recommends that the Sign Ordinance Amendment be continued to 
August 11,' 1981 and that the Council extend the moratorium by adopt-
ing the attached ordinance.

FOR CITY COUNCIL INFORMATION

WALTER J. SLIPE


CITY MANAGER 

MVD:HY:bw 
Attachments 
M-364

July 21, 1981 
All Districts
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CITY CLERK 

ORDINANCE N0. 

ORDINANCE EXTENDING MORATORIUM ON ISSUANCE 
OF SIGN PERMITS FOR ONSITE SIGNS LOCATED 
NEAR FREEWAYS ESTABLISHED BY ORDINANCE 
NO. 81-014, AS AMENDED BY ORDINANCE NO. 
81-020, AND AS EXTENDED BY ORDINANCE NO. 
81-034, AND DECLARING THIS ORDINANCE 
AN EMERGENCY MEASURE TO TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO: 

SECTION 1. 

The effective date of Ordinance No. 81-014, as amended by Ordinance 
No. 81-020, and extended by Ordinance No. 81-034, to the extent all 
said ordinances relate to onsite signs, is hereby extended from 
July 29,.1981 to and including August 11, 1981. 

SECTION 2. 

This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure to take 
effect immediately. The facts constituting the emergency are set 
forth in Section 5 of Ordinance No. 81-014 and are incorporated 
by reference. Protection of the public health, safety and welfare 
requires an extension of the moratorium on certain onsite signs 
until the regulations ,: . described in .Section 5 of.Ordihance-No. 
81014, relating to such signs become effective. 

DATE ENACTED:. 

DATE EFFECTIVE:

MAYOR 

ATTEST:



June 29, 1981 

Ramey 

LR/jd

1576 SILICA AVE. 
SACRAMENTO, CALIF, 
P. O. BOX 15100- 95813 TELEPHONE (9161 9 27-0 52 7 

Secretary to City Council 
City of Sacramento 
City Hall, 915 "I" Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Re: City Council Agenda 
Meeting of July 21, 1981 

Tear Secretary to the City Council: 

It is apparent that most people categorize BILLBOARDS and 
ON-PREMISE signs as the same. The two are a totally different 
issue and should be considered separately. 

We request that the ON-PREMISE signs hearing not be held on the 
same evening as the BILLBOARDS, but subsequent to the meeting 
on July 21, 1981. 

Planning staff agreed with this recommendation at a meeting 
that was held on June 26, 1981. 

Should you need any further information please feel free to call. 

Most sincerely yours, 

PACIFIC. NEON COMPANY 

• .	 •	 . 

NEON • PLASTIC . • STORE FRONTS	 CRANE SERt;ICE • SALES	 LEASINii	 MAINTENANCE . 
'	 .



APPROVED;PTtROVED 
BY THE CITY CEP P,P NC ii- 6Y	 •-/TY COUNCIL 

• QFFICE OF. -Pia 
CITY CCEAK

AUG 111981 

OFFICE OF T 
CITY cLERKHE

17 CITY OF SACRAMENTO 

CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
725 "J" STREET	 SACRAMENTO. CALIF. 95E114 

TELEPHONE (016) 449-5604
MARTY VAN DUYN 
PLANNING DIRECTOR 

August 6, 1981 

City Council 
Sacramento, California 

Honorable Members in Session: 

SUBJECT: An Emergency Ordinance of various sections of Article II of 
Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code relating to signs. 
located within 660 feet of the exterior right-of-way of an 
existing or designated freeway or 'route (M-364) 

• SUMMARY 

The proposed ordinance would set forth maximum hei ght and area require-
ments for all onsite signage located within 660 feet of the exterior 
right-of-way of any freeway. The maximum height for freeway orientated 
users would be 35 feet, and the maximum users would be 150 square feet. 
For non-freeway or i entated users the maximum height would be 12 feet • 
and area 24 square feet. The proposed amendments also incorporate 
various setback and landscape requirements for detached signs. The 
staff , recommends that the ordinance be adopted as proposed. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

In March of 1979 the Council Committee on Planning and Community 
Development considered the possibility of lowering the height of signs 
adjacent to freeways.	 This issue, however, was deferred because the 
Supreme Court was considering a case that was related to signs adjacent 
to freeways. 

On March 17, 1981 the City Council imposed a moratorium upon the 
issuance of all new sign permits for signs located within 660 feet of 
freeways. The moratorium was extended from July 29 to this hearina in 
order to avoid consideration of both the offsite and freeway sign 
ordinance amendments at the same hearing and to allow additional time 
for consideration of the proposed ordinance. 

SubseqUent to the establishment of the moratorium, staff and various 
sign company representatives and sign users met on many occasions to 
discuss the proposed ordinance amendment.. 

Page 1



City Council
	 -2-	 August 6, 1981 

As a result of these meetings, staff has revised the proposed amend-  
merits to address some concerns raised by freeway commercial users. 
In addition, one sign company submitted an alternative proposal. 
Discussion of staff's revised proposal, as well as the industry's alter-
native.follows after a brief 'discussion of the current Sign Ordinance.. 

Current Ordinance: The City Sign Ordinance allOws a generous amount 
of signage - in the C-2, C-3, C-4, M-1; M-2; M-1(5) and M-2(S) zones. 
The maximum area permitted'is 300 square feet, which is dependent on 
building width and street frontage. The maximum height varies from 
35 to 40 feet- Each parcel is entitled to such signage	 Also, 
parcels in excess of 300 feet of street frontage are permitted an ad-
ditional pole sign. 

Since a significant amount of properties located adjacent to freeways 
are commercially or industrially zoned, there is a tendency to locate' 
large sign displays to advertise a business or product. These signs 
are, in most cases, visible from the freeway, and the sign users have 
a tendency to compete with each other.	 This results in a prolifer-




ation of signage adjacent to freeways. Also, the City has experienced 
an increase in new commercial developments - in both the Central- City 
area as well as the outlying areas over the last year. The application 
of the current regulations Could result in the proliferation of exces-
sive signage adjacent to freeways. 

Staff's Proposal: The proposed ordinance is designed to reduce the 
amount of signage and prevent the proliferation of signs along the 
freeway corridors. It also takes into consideration the identifica-
tion of highway oriented users'. The ordinance will affect signs that 
are visible and within 660 feet of an existing or designated freeway 
route. 

There are basically two parts to the proposed ordinance. First, staff 
is proposing a significant change that will affect detached signs which 
are commonly used to identify users. The proposed amendment would 
permit freeway oriented users such as service stations, motels, hotels, 
and restaurants a detached sign with a maximum height of 35 feet and 
area of 150 square feet. Other users located within 660 feet of a 
freeway would be permitted detached signs with a maximum height of 12 
feet and area of 24 square feet. Examples of these uses include a 
bakery shop, bank, print shop, etc. Staff is also recommending that 
the maximum number of detached signs be limited to one per parcel, 
and that they be located in a landscape planter and subject to a 10-foot 
setback requirement from the 'front and/or street side property line 
and any driveway. The setback proviSibh is necessary for sight 
distance. 

The proposed amendments pertaining to detached signs are recommended 
in this fashion so that the services offered by freeway orientated 
activities can be identified by freeway traffic. This revised 
.amendment was made to accomModate the highway orientated uses. 
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arty Van Dun 
Planning Direco 

Rdspectfully submitted, 

City Council
	 -3-	 August 6, 1981' 

The ordinance will also affect signs which are attached to buildings 
and visible from freeways. Specifically, the ordinance would reduce 
the maximum allowable-signage from 300 feet to 150 feet.. Also, the 
maximum height would be reduced to 20 feet for attached signs. 

Sign Company Proposal: On July 8, 1981,Pacific Neon Company submitted 
an alternative proposal. In general, this proposal would permit 
detached signs a maximum height of 35 feet irrespective of use. The 
maximum square footage in the commercial zones would be 300, and in 
the industrial zones 250 square feet. 

This proposal also recommends that signs rendered non-conforming as 
a result of this amendment be in effect, grandfathered in. 

Staff finds that this proposal is lacking in that it does not differ-
entiate between freeway orientated and non-freeway orientated users. 
Staff also has concerns regarding an unconditional grandfathering of 
signs rendered non-conforming by this ordinance. 

On May 13 the Planning Commission recommended that the earlier, more 
restrictive . version be adopted as an-interim ordinance effective for 
six months. Subsequent to this hearing, staff has met with various 
sign users and representatives of the signCompanies. The current 
proposal is significantly different from the amendments considered by 
the Planning Commission. The Commission report is attached for Council 
consideration. 

VOTE OFCOMMISSION 

On May 13, 1981 the Planning Commission, by a vote of seven ayes, two 
absent, recommended that the Council approve and adopt the earlier 
version of the proposed ordinance as an interim ordinance, effective 
fol: six months. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The staff recommends that the City Council approve and adopt the 
attached ordinance.

FOR CITY COUNCIL INFORMATION

WALTER J. SLIPE

CITY MANAGER 

MVD:TM:bw 
Attachments 
.M-364.

August 11, 1981 
All Districts 
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ORDINANCE NO.

ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY CANC IL ON DATE OF 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDINC SECTIONS 3.191, 
3.192, 3.9\5 AND 3.250 OF ARTICLE II 
OF CHAPTER3 OF THE SACRAMENTO CITY 

• CODE, RELAtING TO SIGNS NEAR FREEWAYS, 
AND DECLARING SAID ' ORDINANCE TO BE AN 
EMERGENCY MEASURE TO TAKE EFFECT 
IMMEDIATELY\ 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO: 

SECTION 1. 

Section 3.191 of Article II o Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code 
hereby amended to read -as.ibllows: 

See. ,3.191. Same-Offsit'e 

After the effective date of this\article, no new or additional- offsite 
•signs shall be erected, .nor any existing offsite sign. shall be altered 
or relocated.. within six.hundred k.tv feet of the .exterior'right-of. 
wpy ;lime of any portion of a free‘Tay or Of a route for a freeway which 
has been adopted by the state highray commission, if the copy of s uch 
offsite• sign is or would be visible by persons traveling on such free-
way or proposed freeway. 

SECTION 2. 

Section 3.192 of Article II of .Chapter 3 of-the Sacramento City'Code 
is hereby amended to , read as follows: 

Sec. 3.192. - . Same-"-Onsite signs. 

No onsite signs shall be altered or relpcated within 660 feet of the fl 
eXterior right-of-way line of any portion of a freewa y or of.a route 
for a freeway which has been adopted by\pe state highway commission, 
if the copy of such onsite sign is or woUld be visible by persons 
traveling on those portions of the freewAy or proposed freeway 
located within 660 feet of the sign, unles such si gns comply with 
all applicable regulations of this article and with the following 
additional regulations, Where the , regulati nS of this Section 3.192 
conflict with regulations of another sectio , the more restrictive 
regulation shall prevail. • 

(a) Detached Signs in the C 2, C-3, C-4e SC Cc?mMercial Zones; .M71 and 
' 14-2 Industrial Zones

• 
• (1) • Detached signs shall have a maximum area of 24 square feet.



• (2) Detached signs - shall have a maximuM height Of twelve feet 
• measured from grade 

• (3) . Detached signs shall be of a monUment type/ an il shall he 
located within a landscaped ',planter of at/least a foUr- 
foot radius measured from the perimeter of th

/
e sign. 

(4) Notwithstanding the above, motels, hotels, restaurants, 
and gas stations located in the ,C-2, C-3, C7 4, SC Commercial 
Zones; M-1 and M-2 Industrial Z5lnes are permitted to have 
the signage allowed . in the Highay Commercial Zone due to 
the freeway services • theSe uheS : provide". 

(b) Detached Signs in the H-C Commercial Zone 

(1) Detached signs shall have a maximum area/of 	 square feet. 

(2) Detached signs shall have a maximum height of 35 feet.. 

(3) Detached signs shall be conStructed 1.n a style and out of 
materials compatible to the structuye located on the same 
site and shall be located wi,thin a idandscaped planter of at 
least a four-foot radius 'measured ifrom the perimeter of the 
sign.

y (4) One detached sign for each Ovploped parcel not exceeding 
one square foot of sigh area + forleach lineal foot of street. 
frontage abutting the deVel iz,e.d portion of said parcel. 

Attached signs in all zones, 

(11 Attached signs shall hayei maximum - area of one s quare foot 
for each front foot of firstplocr building occupancy; pro-
vided that in no event grha l i the total area of attached 
signs visible by persons t aVeling on the freeway exceed

......e5-0-squarr, feet for eacih o oLpancy. 

'(2) . Attached signs shall have 	 maximum height of 20 feet 
measured,from grade level. 

SECTION 3.
	 / • 

Section 3.95 of - Article II o Chapter 3 Of the.Sacramento City Code 
is. hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.95. Same--Minimum clearance. 

A detached sign shall have a minimum clearance of ten feet between 
the ground surface and the bottOm of the sign, provided that the min-
imum cicarance . standard shall not apply if the sign is located in an 
area not accessible to pedestrian or vehiculr traffic, the sign is 
located at least ten feet from any property line and ten feet from 
the edge of any drivoway entance, and t1g2 sign will not obstruct free 
and clear vision of motor vchidie operators. 	 •



MAYOR 

SECTION 4 . 

Section 3.250 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code 
is hereby amended by adding to t.e list of definitions contained 
therein, in alphabetical order, he following: 

Monument sign: A monument 
its base on the ground or on a su 
width and depth to the base of th 
design the design and building ma 
tures on the same premises that t 
exceed twelve feet in height.

gn is a sign which is erected with 
port substantial3y equivalent in 
sign, which incorporates into its 

erials of the building and struc-
e sign serves, and which does not 

SECTION 5. Emergency  

This Ordinance is hereby declared an emergency measure. to take effect 
immediately. The facts constitut ng the emergency are as follows. A 
moratorium on certain onsite.sign located near freeways was enacted. 
by Ordinance No. 81-014 and amend d by Ordinance No.-81-020 to allow 
the City time to study and develor regulations to address problems 
created by the continuing interest in establishing certain onsite 
signs near freeways, as described in Ordinance No. 81-014. The mora-
torium is due to expire August 4, 981. It is therefore necessary, 
to preserve the public health, saf ty, and welfare, that this ordinance_ 
take effect immediately so that it regulations, which address the 
above mentioned problems, will be ln effect when the moratorium 
expires. 

DATE ENACTED: 

DATE EFFECTIVE:

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK 

M-364
-3-



OP.DINANk.2 NO. 
ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY C)j., UNCIL ON DATE OF 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 3.191, 
3.192, 3.95 AND 3.250 OF ARTICLE II 
OF CHAPTER 3 OF THE SACRAMENTO CITY 
CODE, 9LATING TO SIGNS PEAR FREEWAYS, 
AND DECLRING SAID ORDINANCE TO BE AN 
EMERGENCY MEASURE TO TAKE EFFECT 
IMMEDIATELY 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE couNcaL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO: 

SECTION 1 . 

Section 3.191 of Article II of Cha p ter 3 of the Sacramento City Code 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.191. Same--OffSite Signs. 

After the effective date of this article, no new or additional offsite 
signs shall be erected, nor any existing offsite sign shall be altered 
or relocated within six hundred Ixtv feet of the exterior right-of-
way line of any portion . p.f . a , freevvly pr of a route for a freeway:which . 
has been adopted by the state highway commission, if the copy of such 
offsite sign is or would be visible , by persons traveling on such free-
way or proposed freeway. 

SECTION 2. 

• Section 3.192 of Article II-of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City.Code 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.192. —Same--Onsite.  signs. 

No onsite signs.shall be altered or relocated within 660 feet of the 
exterior right-of-way line of any portion of a freeway or of . a route 
for a. freeway which has been adopted by t1 state highmay commission, 
if the copy of such onsite-si g n is or woul be visible by personS 
traveling on those portions of the freeway çr proposed freeway. 
located within . 660 feet of the sign, unless such signs comply with 

• all applicable regulations of this article 9d with the following 
additional regulations. Where the regulation 'c of this Section . 3.192. 

• conflict with regulations of anther section, tbe more restrictive. 
regulation shall prevail. 

(a) Detached Signs in the C-2, C-3, C-4, SC. C mmercial Zones; M-1 and PI\ 
M- 2 Industrial Zones 

(1) Detached signs shall have a maximum area of 24 square feet.



(2) Detached signs shall have a maximum height of twelve feet 
measured from grade level. 

(3) Detached signs shall be of a monument type and shall be 
located within a landscaped planter of at least a four-
foot radius measured from the periMeter of the sign. 

(4) Notwithstanding the above, motels, hotels, restaurants, 
and gas stations located in the C-2, C-3, C-4, SC Commercial 
Zones; M-1 and M-2 Industrial Zones are permitted to have 
the signage allowed in the HighwaylCommercial Zone due to 
the freeway services these uses provide. 

(b) Detached Signs in the H-C Commercial Zone 

(1) Detached signs shall have a maximum area of 150 square feet. 

(2) Detached signs shall have a maximum height of 35 feet. 

(3) Detached signs shall ba conStruced in a style and out of 
materials compatible to the strUCture located on the same 
site and shall be located withih a landscaped planter of at 
least a four-foot radius measured from the perimeter of the 
sign. 

(4) One detached sign for each developed parcel not exceeding 
one square foot of sign .  area for each lineal_ foot of street . 
ffi5H-tage abutting the developedIportion of said parcel. 

(c) Attached signs in all zones' 

(11 Attached signs shall have a maximum area of one sQuare foot 
for each front foot of first /floor building occu pancy; . pro-
vided that in no event shaillthe total area of attached 
signs viSible by persons trayeling on the freeway-exceed 
150 square feet for each occupancy. 

(2) Attached signs shall have a maximum height of 20 feet 
measured from grade level. 

SECTION 3. 

Section 3.95 of Article 11 of Ch ter 3 of the Sacramento City Code 
is hereby amended to read as f 	 ows: 

Sec. 3.95. Same--Minimum clearance. 

A detached sign shail have a minimum clearance of ten feeL between 
the ground surface and the bottom 'of the sign, provided that the min-
imum clearance standard shall nof: apply if the sign is located in an 
area not accessible to pedestlian or vehicular traffic, the sign is 
located at least Len . feet from any property . line and ten feet from 
the edge of any driveway entrane 'd,. and t,, e sign will not obstruct. free 
and clear vision of motor vehicle operators.



SECTION 4. 

• Section 3.250 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code 
is hereby amended by adding to the list of definitions contained 
therein, in alphabetical order, th following: 

Monument sign: A. monument sign s a sign which is erected with 
its base on the ground or on a support substantially equivalent in 
width and depth to the base of the si n, 
reetaRa-w44_44---t-he-17re .a,te-s-t-at+17-	 7z-crld7-ticr-L7hlr-g-roln-rd7, which 
incorporates into its design the des gn and building materials of the 

.building and structures on the same premises that the sign serves, 
and which does not exceed 1.-Ttrt twele feet in-height. 

SECTION 5. Emergency 

This Ordinance is hereby declared 4111 emergency measure to take:_effect. 
immediately. The facts constitutipg the emergency are as follows. A • 
moratorium on certain onsite signs/ located. near freeways was enacted' 
by Ordinance No.. 31-014•and'amen(41 by Ordinance No. 81-020 to.allow-
the City time to study and develOp regulations to address problems 
created by the continuing interesit in establishing certain onsite 
signs near freeways, as described in Ordinance. No. 31-014. The mora-

• torium is due to expire August 4/ 1981. ' It is therefore necessary, 
• to preserve the public health., .skfety, and welfare, that this ordinance 
_take .effect . immediately SO that/its regulations, which address- the 

above mentioned problems, will be in-effect when the moratorium 
expires. 

apeyl-ocir 	 - -Term -of -erdinnnee7 

'11/41-B- 4i7naltee-s-heril—be-in-eE4iect-frem-the-date-of-itz-arrartment 
th-.,artes.11--erftei-neading-Hervember-257-±96±-and-as-cf-that-dt-e-mth-a-H-tre 
repea-l-ear 

DATE ENACTED: 

DATE EFFECTIVE:

MAYOR 

' 

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK 

M-364 • • 
-3-
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1576 SILICA AVE 
SACRAMENTO, CALIF 
P. 0. BOX 15100- 95813 

Section 3.192 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.192. Same—Onsite Signs. 

No onsite signs shall be erected, and no existing onsite sign 
shall be altered or relocated within 660 feet of the exterior right-
Of-way line of any portion of a freeway or of a route for a freeway 
which has been adopted by the state highway commission, if the copy• 
of such onsite sign is or would be visible by persons traveling on 
such freeway or proposed freeway, unless such signs comply with all 
applicable regulations of this article and with the following add-
itional regulations. Where the regulations of this Section 3.192 
conflict with regulations of another section, the more restrictive 
regulation shall prevail. 

(a) Detached Signs, Zones C-2, C-3, & C-4 

(1) All businesses in these zone's May be allowed detached 
Signs. with a maximum sign area of 200 square feet. 

(2) Detached signs shall have a maximum height of thirty-
five (35) feet Measured from grade. level - 

) In the event of a multiple use business (hotel/restaurant) 
a maximum square footage of three hundred square feet.' 
is allowed for a detached sign. 

a)) Detached Signs, Zones M-1 & 14-2 

(1) Detached signs shall have a maximum area of 150 
square feet. 

(2) Detached signs shall have a maximum height of thirty-
five (35) feet measured from grade level. 

(3) If a detached sign is used to identify more than two 
occupants, 250 square feet of sign area will be allowed. 
for that sign-. 

) Remaining Signs' 

(1) All iigns : that become non-conforming due to these. 
regulationsmay remain, so long as they have valid 

NEON • PLASTIC • TORE FRONTS 	 CRANE SERVICE • SALES • LEASING • MAINTENANCE



Sec. 3.192. Same--Onsite Signs. 	 Continued 

permits issued in accordance with the City Sign 
Ordinance which went into effect on April 4, 1970. 
All other signs will be considered illegal and must 
be removed within thirty (30) days from passage of 
this ordinance. 

//
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M-364 April 30, 1981 
May 13, 1981

Item No. 5 
12

City Planning Commission 
Sacramento, California 

Members in Session: 

SUBJECT: An Emergency Ordinance of various sections of Article II 
of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code relating to signs 
located within 660 feet of the exterior right-of-way of 
an existing or designated freeway or route. (M-364) 

SUMMARY  
The proposed ordinance would set forth maximum height and area require-
ments for all onsite signage located within 660 feet of the exterior right-
of-way of any freeway. The maximum height for detached onsite signage 
Would be eight feet and maximum area would be 24 square feet. The maximum 
height for attached onsite signage would be 20 feet and the maximum area 
150 'square feet. There are also setback and landscaping requirements for 
detached signs. 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
In March of 1979 the Council Committee on Planning and Community Develop-. 
ment . considered the possibility of lowering the height of signs adjacent 
to freeways. The issue, however, was deferred because the State•Supreme 
Court was considering a case that was related to signs adjacent to 
freeways. 

•On.March 10 the city Council placed a •moratorium upon the issuance of 
all new sign permits . -for signs located within . 660 feet-of freeways. 
This moritorium was enacted in conjunction with the extension and ex-
pansion-of a City-wide moritorium on all offsite signage. This moritorium 
will expire on May 27, 1981. . The Council requested-staff to prepare 
an ordinance to address onsite signs adjacent to freeways : in conjunction 
with the proposed ordinance regulating offsite signs. 	 The attdched 
sign'ordinance amendment represents staff's proposal. 

PROJECT INFORMATION 

Current Sign-Ordinance. 

The current sign heights permitted by the Sign Ordinance,. No. 2868, 
Fourth Series, were established in April, .1970.	 The maximum detached. 
sign heights permitted in various zones in•the City• area areas follows: 

In R-0- zone: no detached 'signs are permitted. Maximum area: 
shall not'exceed-16 . square feet for each develOped:parCel; 

- In O-B zone:. maximum height for detached signs is six feet.. 
Maximum area shall not exceed 16 'square feet for each developed. 
parcel; •

.	 . 
- In C-1 zone: maximum area for attached signs shall not exceed 

three square feet of sign area for each front foot of building 
•occupancy; no detached, signs are perniitted. 
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- In C-2,C-3,C-4,SC,HC f M-1(S) and M-2(S) zones: the maximum 
permitted height for detached signs is 35 feet. Maximum 
detached signage area shall not exceed one square foot of 
sign area for each lineal foot of street frontage. Maximum 
attached signage area shall not exceed three square feet of 
sign area for each front foot of building occupancy; 

- M-1 and .M-2 zones: the maximum permitted height is 40 feet 
for detached signage. Maximum detached signage shall not 
exceed one square foot of sign area for each lineal foot 
of street frontage. Maximum attached signage area shall 
not exceed three square feet of sign - area for each front foot 
of building occupancy; 

- A' zone: the maximum permitted height is 35 feet for detached 
signage. Maximum area 'shall not exceed 35 square feet. 

The Sign Ordinance further provides the following: 

-. Section 3.191, Freeway 7 Offsite Signs: After the effective 
date of this article, no new or additional offsite signs shall 
be erected, nor any' existing offSite . sign shall be:altered-or 
relocated within 660 feet Of the'ekterior right-of-way line 
of any portion of a freeway'or of a'route for a freeway which 
has-been adopted by the: State Highway Commission, if the copy 

• of said offsite sign iS dk would be readily. visible by persons' . 
traveling on Such freeway or propbsed freeway. 

In general, the present requirements allow a generous amount of signage. 
The maximum area permitted is 300:square feet, which is comparable to a 
billboard sign. 

Proposed Ordinance 
_ 

The proposed ordinance would amend various sections of the City Sign 
Ordinance as follows: 

Sec. 3.192.	 .Onsite  

No onsite signs shall be erected, and no existing onsite signs shall be 
altered or relocated within 660 feet of the exterior right-of-way line 
of any portion of a freeway or of 4 routefor A freeway which has been 
adopted, by the State highway comMiSsion:, if the copy of such onsite sign. 
is or would be visible b y perSons'traveling. On such freeway or proposed 
freeway, unless such signs comPlY with, all applicable regulations of 
this article and with the'follbwing addtional regUlations. 'Where the 
regulations of this Section 3.192 :Conflict With regulations of another 
section, the more restrictive regulation shall prevail. • 

• I 
(a)	 Detached Signs. 

ClY 'De ached-signs shall 'have a maximum area of 24 
square feet.

(2) Detached signs shall have a maximum height of eight 
feet measured from grade level. 

M-364
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(3) Detached signs shall be of a monument type and shall 
be located within a landscaped planter of at least a four-foot radius 
measured from the perimeter of the sign. 

(b)	 Attached Signs. 

(1) Attached signs shall have a maximum area of one 
square foot for each front foot of building occupancy; provided, that 
in no event shall the total area of attached signs exceed 150 square 
feet for each parcel. 

(2) Attached signs shall have a maximum height of 20 
feet measured from grade level. 

Sec. 3.95.	 Minimum clearance. 

A detached sign shall have a minimum clearance of 10 feet between the 
ground surface and the bottom of the sign, provided that the minimum' 
clearance standard shall not apply if the sign is located in an area not 
accessible to pedestrian or vehicular traffic, the sign is located at' 
least 10 feet from any property line and 10 feet from the edge of any 
driveway entrance, and the sign will not obstruct free and clear vision 
of motor vehicle operators. 

Sec. 3.250 would be amended to include the following definition: 

Monument signs: A monument sign is a. sign which is erected with 
its base on the ground or on a support substantially equivalent in width. 
and depth to the base of the sign, which is square in shape or rectangular- • 
with the greatest length horizontal to the ground, which incorporates 
with its design the design and, building materials of the building and 

.structures on the same premises that the sign serves, and which does not 
exceed eight feet in height. 

In investigating the feasibility of lowering sign heights and reducing 
the square footage of these signs, staff reviewed the following factors: 

- Height of elevated freeways; 

- Visibility of existing signs adjacent to freeways; 

- Regulations in other local jurisdictions; 

The signage programs offered by Department of Transportation 
for roadside services. 

In addition, staff met with the onsite and offsite sign companies on 
Tuesday, April 21 to discuss the proposed ordinance. 
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Height of Elevated Freewaye 

Staff investigated the height of signs adjacent to elevated portions 
of freeways within the City in April of 1979. At that time, it was 
found that freeway heights along the portions studied ranged from 12 to 
32 feet. The average elevated freeway height was calculated to be 24 
feet. 

Visibility of existing signs ad'acent to freeways 

A field survey conducted in April of 1979 for signs adjacent to eleva-
ted freeways indicated that their heights were generally between 20 
and 40 feet at various locations. The average height was 31 feet. All 
signs surveyed were generally visible from the elevated portions of the 
freeway, although their visibility varied according to distance and sign 
area. The survey also found that certain types of businesses, such as 
gas stations, motels and restaurants, made up the majority of the free-
way signs. 

Regulations in other local ju isdictions 

Staff has reviewed the Sign Ordinances of other local jurisdictions 
and has encountered various kinds of freeway sign regulations. Oakland 
and Los Angeles prohibit signage which are designed to be viewed 
primarily by persons traveling along freeways. Stockton and Modesto 
allow freeway signs up to a height of 25 feet and 35 feet respectively. 

• In these cities a freeway sign require S a special permit- The City of 
San Jose allows freeway signs up to a height of 35 feet which are 
regulated by an architectural review process. 

The County of Sacramento has special signage requirements for signage 
.located next to scenic corridors. The County's scenic corridors con-
sist of all freeways located in the County, 13 County roads (Sunrise 
Boulevard, etc.) and the American River, Sacramento River, and all 
streams, sloughs and channels in the Delta area. 

The County Planning Department is proposing to further protect these 
designated scenic corridors by proposing signage requirements similar 
to that proposed by this ordinance. 

The proposed County ordinance would require that all detached signage 
have a maximum height of six feet and a maximum area of 24 square feet. 
The proposed ordinance would also require that such sighs be located 
in a landscaped planter. Attached signage with the scenic corridors 
could not exceed one square foot per building frontage and must be 
non-illuminated- The scenic corridors rahge from 1,000 to 2,000 feet 
from the center-line of the corridor. 

Department of Transporlagpignage Programs  

The State Department of Transportation permits- the placement of traffic 
informational signs along all freeways and along the rural areas of 
Interstate-5, specific roadside business signs. 

M-364
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The traffic informational signs 'which state GAS, FOOD, LODGING are 
located adjacent to off-ramps where these seiTi-ces are available. 
In order that an off-ramp may qualify for q;pch signage, these services 
must be available certain hours and within certain distances from the 
freeway. The usual distance is within three miles of an exit accord-
ing to the State Department of Transportation staff. Many of these 
signs are located within both the City of Sacramento and County of 
Sacramento. 

The specific roadside business logo signs as found along Interstate-5 
were proposed to be expanded to other rural freeway systems by 
Assemblyman Thurman (AB-198). This proposal was withdrawn after the 
•offsite sign industry lobbied against it. It is not expected that this 
program will be expanded to the urban areas within the near future. 

On April 21 staff met with the sign company representatives to receive 
input concerning this proposed ordinance. In general, the sign 
companies found staff's proposal unacceptable; however,- no specific 
alternatives were suggested. Staff will forward any alternative program 
to the Commissioners as soon as we receive It. 

• Staff has determined that major revisions to the sign ordinance regard-
ing "freeway signs" should be considered. Staff finds that the freeway 

.corridors represent an important entry for persons . traveling-to and 
through Sacramento and finds that the proposed ordinance would protect 
these entryways from proliferation of signage. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Commission approve the 
proposed ordinance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

1.1fic4.-tm( 
Howard Yee 
Principal Planner 

HY:TM:bw 
Attachments 
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ORDINANCE NO 

AN s INANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 3:191, 
3.19	 3.95 AND 3.250 OF ARTICLE II 
OF CF •PTER 3 OF THE SACRAMENTO CITY 
CODE, RELATING TO SIGNS NEAR FREEWAYS, 
AND D CLARING SAID ORDINANCE TO BE AN 
EMERG T CY MEASURE TO TAKE EFFECT 
IMMEDI TELY 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO: 

SECTION 1. 

Section 3.191 of Article II'of\ Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code 
is hereby amended to read as fbllows: 

- Sec. 3.191. Same--Offsite•sign'S. 

After the effective date of this articie,-no.new • or_additional offsite 
signs shall be erected, nor any eOsting offsite sign shall be altered 
or relocated within six hundred sixty feet of. the exterior right-of-way 
line of any portion of a freeway c* of a. route for a. freeway which has 
Jeen adopted by the .state highway mission, if the copy of such 

• offsite sign is or would be visible by persons traveling on. such freeway 
or proposed freeway. 

SECTION 2. 

Section 3.192 of Article II of Chapter A3 of the Sacramento City Code 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.192. Same--Onsite signs. 

No onsite signs shall be erected, and no e?cisting onsite sign shall be 
altered or relocated within 660 feet of the exterior right-of-way line . 
of any portion of a freeway or of a route for a freeway which has been 

'\	

h. adopted by the state highway cOmmission, if... the copy . of- suc onsite sign 
is or would be visible by persons traveling on such freeway or proposed 
freeway, unless such signs comply with all applicable regulations of this 
article and with the following additional r&gulations. Where the regula-
tions of this Section 3.192 conflict with reAulations of another section, 
the more restrictive regulation shall prevail 

(a) Detached Signs. 

(1) Detached signs shall have a maximum aea of 24 square feet.



(2) Detached signs shall have a maximum height of eight 
feet measured from grade l'vel. 

(3) Detached siigns shall be o . 	 monument typie and shall 
be located within a 1ands4aped planter, of; at least a'four foot radius 
measured from the.perimetbr of the' sign.. 

(b) Attached Signs. 

(1) Attached signs shall have a maximum area of one square 
foot for each front foot Iof building • occupancy, provided, that in no 
event shall the total ara. of 'attached signs visible. by persons traveling 
on the freeway exceed 15p square feet 'for each parcel. 

(2) Attached /signs shall have a maximum height of 20 feet 
measured from grade level. 

SECTION 3. 

Section 3.95 o Article II of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code is 
.hereby amended to read as followS': 

Sec. 3.95. Same--Mininium cle ranee. 

A detached sign shall have a minimum clearance of ten feet between the 
ground surface and the bottom of the sign, provided that the minimum 
clearance standard sha:1 not apply' . if the sign is located in an area no 
accessible to -pedestrin.or vehidular traffic, the sign is located at 
least ten feet from an property line iiind.t6n feet from the edge of any 
driveway entrance, and the sign will not . iobstruct free and clear vision 
of motor vehicle operators. 

SECTION 4. 

Section 3:250 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code is 
hereby amended by adding to the list of definitions contained therein; 
inalphabetical order, hefolii 4rihg":-

_	 . 
Monument sign: . 4%. Oonume:nt sign is a sign which is erected with its 

base on the ground or oA a support Substantially equivalent in width 
and .depth to the base cJE the 'sign, VhiciWig Square' in Shape or rectangUlar 
with the greatest Jkigt horizoh, tal'to- i2he'ground, which incorporates. into 
its design the design ,nd building materidls':of the building and structures • 
on the same premises that the sign Serves :, ;and which does not exceed - eight feet in height.- 

SECTION 5. Emergency. 

This Ordinance•is hereby - declared an emergency measure, to take effect 
.immediately. The facts constituting the emergency are as follows. A 
moratorium on-certain onsite sigilsocateinear freeways. was enacted by



DATE ENACTED: 

DATE EFFECTIVE: 

ATTEST: 

CITY CLERK

MAYOR

Ordinance No. 81-014 and amended by Ordinance No. 81-020 to allow the 
City time to study and d ielop regulations to address problems created 
by the continuing intere-t in establishing certain onsite signs near 
freeways, as described i Ordinance No_ 81-014. The moratorium is 
due to expire May 27, 1 81. It is therefore necessary, to preserve 
the public health, safe y, and welfare, that this ordinance take. 
effectimmediately so hat its regulations, which addreSs the 
above mentioned . proble,,,will be in effect when the moratorium expires. 



ORDINANCE NO. 
ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL ON DATE OF 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 3.191, 3.192, 3.95 
AND 3.250 OF ARTICLE II OF CHAPTER 3-OF THE SACRA-
MENTO CITY CODE, RELATING TO SIGNS NEAR FREEWAYS, 
AND DECLARING SAID ORDINANCE TO BE AN EMERGENCY 
MEASURE TO TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY 

DE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO: 

SECTION 1. 

Section 3.191 of Article II of Chapter 3 of,the Sacramento City
Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 3,191. Same--Offsite signs.  

After the effective date of this article, no new or additional 
offsite si gns shall be erected, nor anyexisting offsite sign 
shall he altered or relocated within six hundred sixty feet of 
the exterior right-of-way line of any portion of a freeway or 
of a route for a. freeway which has been adopted by the state 

• highway commission, if the copy of such offsite sign is or would 
he rea.. .1i71. visible by persons traveling on such freeway or pro-
posed, freeway. 

SECTION . 2. 

•Ser:tio n. 3.192 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City 
...lode is hereby amended to read as follows: - 

Sec. 3.192 Same--Onsite signs. 

previee4-eiach-signs-eempy-with-C,te7reatine-e-this-artiaier 

No  onsite signs shall be altered or relocated within six hundred 
sixty feet of the exterior right-of-way line of any portion of  a 
freeway or of a route for a freeway Which has been adopted by the  
state FIT4hway commission,	 if the Copy- of'stch Cinsite sign is or 
would-Be visible by persons traveling on those portions of the 
freeway or proposed freeway located within six hundred sixty feet 
of the sign, unless such signs comply with a 1 applicable reguia-
tions of this article and with the following additional regulations.  
Where the regulations of this Section 3.192 conflict with regula-
tions of another section, the more restrictive r  

BY THE CITY COuNCIL 

AU 6 - 1 1 1981 

OFFICE OF THE

CITY CLERK



(a) Detached signs in the c72, C3, C-4, Sc Commercial  
Zones M-1 and M-2 Industrial zones:  

(1) Detached signs shall have a maximum area of 24  
square feet.

(2) Detached signs shall have a maximum height of  
12 feet mea g ETT-fi-E6-4i- a-level.  

(3) Detached signs shall be of a monument type and  
shall be located within a landscaped planter of at least a four-
foot radius measured from the perimeter of the sign.  

00 Notwithstanding the above, motels, hotels, res-
taurants and gas  stations located in the C-2, C-3, C-4, SC  
Commercial Zones  M-1 and M-2 Industrial Zones are permitted to 
have the signage  allowed in the Highway Commercial Zone due to 
the freeway sarvices these uses provide.  

(D) Detached signs in the H-C Commercial Zone:  

(1) Detached signs shall have a maximum area of „1-5-e--000 
square feet_

(2) Detached signs shall have a maximum height of 35 
feet.

(3) Detached signs shall be constructed in a style and  
out of materials compatible to the structure located on the sane  
Ti-te and sga-.IT—STIF7—N7TEETIT—a—iandscaped planter of at least  
a four-foot radius measured from the perimeter of the sign.  

(4) One detached sign for each developed parcel not  
exceeding  one square foot of sign area for each lineal foot of 
street frontage abutting the developed portion of said parcel. 

(c) Attached signs in all zones:  

(1) Attached signs shall have a maximum L area of one  
square foot for each front foot of first floor building occupancy;  
provided that in no event shall the total area of attached signs  
T377-Lble by persons traveling on the freeway exceed -square feet  
for each occupancy.	 aid° 

(2) Attached signsshall have a maximum height of 20  
feet measuT7Ea-17327ni—level.grade  

SECTION 3. 

Section 3.95 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City 
Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

2



Sec. 3.95. Same--Minimum clearance. 

A detached sign Shall have a minimum clearance of ten feet be-
tween the ground surface and the bottom of the sign, provided 
that the pIanning-direeter-fday-12e6'iftee-this-eleatamee-ie 

vehielalar-traf.fie-e-anaeeeptaeieTaie-eitiEe-s-eenstflti eel 
te-p .feteet7 suel=t-peeleetriart 7anei-veheiala-taie,-7 minimum clear  
ance : standard shall not aPplv if the sign is located in an area  
not accessible to pedestrian or vehicular traffic, the sign is  
located at . least . ten feet from any property line and ten feet 
from the edge of any driveway entranCe, and the sign will not  
i-T.Etfil- r7Iree and clear vision-of motor vehicle operators. 

SECTION 4. 

Section 3..250 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento city 
Code is hereby .amended by adding to the list of definitions con-
tained therein, in alphabetical order, the following: 

Monument. sign: . A monument sign is  a sign, which is erected• 
with its base on-the ground or on a support substantially . equiva-
lent in width and•depth to the base of the. sign, which incorporates  
into its design the design and building matenals of the building.  
and structures on the same premises that the sign serves, and  
kaET-61-1 does not exceed twelve feet in  he.ight. 

SECTION 5. Emergency.. 

This ordinance. is hereby declared an emergency measure t6 take 
• effect immediately. The facts constituting the emergency are as.. 
follows: A. moratorium on certain onsite signs located near free-
ways was enactedby Ordinance 81-014 and 'amended by Ordinance. 
81-020 to allow the•City time to study and develoc regulations to 
address problems created by . the continuing interest in establish-
ing certain onsite signs near freeways, as deCribed in Ordinance 
81 7014. The moratorium is. due to expire . August 11, 1981. . 
therefore necessary, to preserve the public health, safety and welfare, 
that this ordinance take effect immediately so that its regulations, 
which address the above-mentioned problems, will be in effect when 
the moratorium expires.- 

DATE ENACTED: 

DATE EFFECTIVE:

MAYOR 

•ATTEST:

CITY CLERK 
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ORDINANCE NO. 80-075 
ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL ON DATE OF 

AUG 1 1 1981 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 3.191, 3.192, 3.92 AND 3,250 OF 
ARTICLE II OF CHARTER 3 OF THE SACRAMENTO CITY CODE, RELATING 
TO SIGNS NEAR FREEWAYS, AND DECLARING SAID ORDINANCE TO BE AN 
EMERGENCY MEASURE TO TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO: 

SECTION 1. 

Section 3.191 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.191. Same--Offsite signs. 

After the effective date of this article, no new or additional offsite signs shall 
be erected, nor any existing offsite sign shall be altered or relocated within six 
hundred sixty feet of the exterior right-of-way line of any portion of a freeway or 
of a route for a freeway which has been adopted by the State Highway Commission, if 
the copy of such offsite sign is or would 'be :visible by persons traveling on such 
freewway or proposed freeway. 

SECTION 2.  

Section 3.192 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.192 Same--Onsite signs. 

No onsite signs shall be altered or relocated within six hundred sixty feet of the 
exterior right-of-way line of any portion of a freeway or of a route for a freeway 
which has been adopted by the State Highway Commission, if the copy of such onsite  
sign is or would be visible by persons traveling on those portions 	 y_ of the freeway 
or proposed freeway located within six hundred sixty feet of the sign, unless such  
signs,comi.allalicablerPula:p_y a-ticlearlwit/ lOwiththefollowin 
additional regulations. Where the re9ulatitins of this Section 3.192 conflict with  
regulations of another section, the  more restrictive 	 tion:shallrevail. 

(a) Detached signs in the C-2, C-3 C-4, SC Commercial Zones; M L 1 and M-2 
Industrial Zones: 

(1) Detached signs shall have a maximum area of 24 square feet.  

(2) Detached signs sh11.have a maximum height of 12 feet measured from 
grade level.

80 075 
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3 Detached.si ns shll be of a monument t se and 'shall be located within 
a landscaped planter of :at least a four-foot radious measured from the perimeter of  
the sign_

4	 Notwithstandin the above motels, hotels restaurants and as;stations 
located	 in the C-2, C-3, C-4, SC Commercial Zones, M- and M-2 Industrial Zones are 
permitted to have the signage allowed in the Highway GriTiFTEriFF-7155i—E—f15—Fli--- 
freeway services these 

(b) Detached signs in:the H-C Commercial  Zone: 

(1) Detached signs shall have a . maximum area of 200 square feet. 

12) Detached signs shall have a maximum height of 35 feet. 

(3) Detached signs shall be constructed in a style and out of materials 
corn atible to the structure located on the same site and shall be located within a  
landscaped planter of at least a four-foot radius measured from the perimeter of 
the sign.

(4) One detached sign for each developed parcel not exceeding one square  
foot of sign area for each lineal foot of street frontage abutting the developed  
2211.1 1213_12 114 parcel_. 

(c) Attached signs in all zones: 

(1) Attached signs shall have a macimum area of one square foot for each  
front foot of first floor building occupancy; provided that in no event shall the  
total area of attached signs visible by persons traveling on the freeway exceed 200 
ssuare feet for each occupancy. 

(2) Attached signs , shall have a maximum height of 20 feet measured from  
grade level. 

SECTION 3.  

Section 3.95 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.95. Same--Minimum clearance. 

A detached sign shall have a minimum clearance of ten feet between the ground surface 
and the bottom of the sign, provided that the minimum clearance standard shall not  
apply  if the sign is located in an area not accessible to pedestrian of vehicular  
traffic, the sign is located at least ten feetfrotflanroertlineandtenfeet 
from the edge of any driveway entrance, and the sign will not obstruct free and clear  
vision of motor vehicle operators. 

SECTION 4. 

Section 3.250 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code is hereby amended 
by adding to the list of definitions contained therein, in alphabetical order, the 
following:

-	 80-075 - 2  ORDINANCE
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1 ch does whi a se that the yes ame remises 
orate 

Monument 51911: A monument sign is a sign which is erected with its base on the 
round o on a solort substantiall e uivalent in width and cloth to the base of the  

in the desion and buildind materials of the
not 

exceed twelve feet in height. 

SECTION 5. Err	 _xlc. 

This ordinance is hereby declared an embergency measure to take effect immediately. 
The facts constituting the emergency are as follows: 

A'moratorium on certain onsite signs located near freeways was enacted by 
Ordinance 81-014 and amended by Ordinance 81-020 to allow the City time to 
study and develop regulations to address problems created by the continuing 
interest in establishing certain onsite signs pear freeways, as described in 
Ordinance 81-014. THe moratorium is due to expire August 11, 1981. It is 
therefore necessary, to perserve the public health, safety and welfare, that 
this ordinance take effect. immediately so that its regulations, which address 
the above-mentioned problems, will be in effect when tile moratorium expires. 

DATE ENACTED: AUG ii 931 
DATE EFFECTIVE: 	 AUG 1 1 11381

MAYOR 

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK

- ORIANANCE 80075 
AUG 111981 
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ORDINANCE NO.


ADOPTED BY THE SACRAMENTO CITY COUNCIL ON DATE OF 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 3.191, 3.192, 3.95 
AND 3.250 OF ARTICLE II OF CHAPTER 3-OF THE SACRA-
MENTO CITY CODE, RELATING TO SIGNS NEAR FREEWAYS, 
AND DECLARING SAID ORDINANCE TO BE AN EMERGENCY 
MEASURE TO TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY 

BP. IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO: 

SD-TION I. 

section 3.191 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City 
Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.191. Same--Offsite  signs. 

After the effective date of this article, no new or additional 
offsite signs shall be erected, nor any existing offsite sign 
shall be altered or relocated within six hundred sixty feet of 
the exterior right-of-way line of any portion of a freeway or 
of a route for a freeway which has been adopted by the state 
highway colamission, if thecopy of such offsite sign is or would 
be. reeAly, visible by persons traveling on such freeway. OT pro-
posed freeway. 

SECTION 2. 

Seccion 3.192 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City 
Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.192 Same--Onsite signs. 

Ci,14ma 7-eher-than-efsite-ems 7-at.e-permitted-wihrt-s .ix-liii-
dre.d-sy-ett-e-the-exterier-right-ef-way-lne-e-a-freeway7 
pravide4-eueh-sine-eempIy-with-the-egdIatiens-e-thice-aEtiei7 

No  onsite signs shall be altered or relocated within six .hundred 
sixty feet of the exterior right-of-way line of any portion of  a 
freeway or of a route for a - freeway which has been adopted by  the 
state highway commission, if the copy of such onsite sign is or 
wourE-Be visible by persons traveling on those portions of the  
freeway or proposed freeway located within six hundred  sixty feet 
o the sign, un ess such signs comply with a 1 applica le regula-
tions of this article and with the following additional regulations. 
Where theregulations of this 	 confli67t with regua7--- 
tions of another section, the more restrictive regu ation shall  
prevail. 



Zones
(a) Detached signs in the C-2, C-3 C-4, SC Commercial 

and  M-2 Industrial zones: 

(1) Detached signs shall have a maximum area of 24  
square feet.

(2) Detached signs shall have a maximum height of  
12 feet measured from grade level. 

(3) Detached signs shall be of a monument type and  
shall be locata-iathin a landscaped  _planter of at least a four-
foot radius measured from the perimeter of the sign.  

(4) Notwithstanding the above, motels, hotels, res-
taurants and gas stations  located in the C-2, C-3, C-4, Sc 
Commerclai  Zones, M-1 and M-2 Industrial Zones are permiEted to 
have the sianaqe allowed in the Highway Commercial Zone due to 
the freeway services these uses provide.  

(1)? Detached signs in  the H-C Commercial Zone:  

(1) Detached signs shall have a maximum area of )..-5.er--;-P00 
square feet,

(2) Detached signs shall have a maximum height of 35 
feet.

(3) Detached signs shall be constructed in a style and  
out of materials compatible to the structure located on the same  
site and sriall be located within a landscaped planter of at least 
a four-foot radius measured from the perimeter of the sign 

(4) One detached sign for each developed parcel not 
exceeding one square foot of sign area for each lineal foot of  
street frontage abutting the developed portion of said parcel. 

(c) Attached signs in all zones:  

(1) Attached signs shall have a maximum area of one 
square toot for each front foot of first floor building occupancy7 
provided that in no event shall the total area of attached 
visible by  persons traveling on the freeway exceèd reet, 
for each occupancy,	 aiND 

(2) Attached signs shall have a maximum height of  20 
feet measured from grade level.  

SECTION 3. 

Section 3.95 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City 
Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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Sec. 3.95. Same--Minimum clearance. 

A detached sign Shall have a minimum clearance of ten feet be-
tween the ground surface and the bottom of the sign, provided 
that the plannimll-e14:feeter-may-reduee-this-elearanee-iE-the 
siffn-4s-leeated-in-an-area-net-aeeessibie-te-peeiestr4ane 
vel4ellIar-trafie-eE-f-an-aeeeptabie-site-eiatufe-is-eenstrtieteel 
te-pfeteet-stieh-pedesan 7aR4-vehieulai'Eier minimum clear-
ance standard shall not apply if the sign is located in an area•
not accessible to pedestrian or vehicular trafric, the ign 
located at least ten eet rom any property line and ten feet  
from the edge of any driveway entrance, and the sign will not  
obstruct free and clear vision of . motor vehicle operators.  

SECTION 4.  

Section 3.250 of Article II of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City 
Code is hereby amended by adding to the list of definitions con-
tained therein, in alphabetical order, the following: . 

Monument sign: A monument sign is a sign which is erected  
with its base on the ground or on a support substantially  equiva-
lent in width and depth to the base of the sign, which incorporates  
into its design the design and building materials of the building 
and structures on the same premises that  the sign serves, and  
which does not exceed twelve feet in -lfght-

SECTION  5. Emergency.  

This ordinance is hereby declared an emergency measure to take 
effect immediately. The facts constituting the emergency are as 
follows: A moratorium on certain onsite signs located near free-
ways was enacted by Ordinance 81-014 and amended by Ordinance 
81-020 to allow the City time to study and develop regulations to 
address problems created by the continuing interest in establish-
ing certain onsite signs near freeways, as deribed in Ordinance 
81-014. The moratorium is due to expire August 11, 1981. It is 
therefore necessary, to preserve the public health, safety and welfare, 
that this ordinance take effect immediately cc that its regulations, 
which address the above-mentioned problems, will be in effect when 
the moratorium expires. 

DATE ENACTED: 

DATE EFFECTIVE:

MAYOR 

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK 
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I am the principal clerk of THE DAILY RECORDER, a 
newspaper of general circulation published in the City of 
Sacramento, County of Sacramento. and which newspaper 
has been adjudged a newspaper of general circulation by the 
Superior Court of the County of Sacramento, State of Califor-
nia, under date of May 2, 1913, Case Number 16,180 that the 
notice, of which the annexed is a printed copy (set in type not 
smaller than non-pareil) has been published in each regular 
and entire issue of said newspaper and not in any supplement 
thereof on the following dates, to wit: 

8/14 

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the 
foregoing is true and correct.

_	 5R011921 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION
This spacOs for th9, CountyLCIOt'-sgging stamp 

C -4' CFS 

(2015.5 CCP) 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

S.S.

:PAD .	 113 :f 
0	 .	 • 

County of Sacramento 

Proof of publication of 

PUB, 0 rds. 81-075,078 Ad, 4714 

CITY OF SACRAMENTO 
• • ORDINANCES 

On August 11, 1981; thefollowing Ordinances I were considered byatiekCity CounciL In ac-
, cordance with Sectloiij 32..; Sacramento City 

Charter, the tales are'herelmpliblished . 
• ORDINANCES,ADORTED.,AS EMERGENCY 

MEASURES-AT , 3-,H;REG_ULAR . MEETING 
OF AUGUST 11, 198 1' -' V.igkinezior* • . 

,sIOR D I NANEE 81/407.5e1 ie... 
AN ORDINANGEriFAM, ENDINSECTIONS 
3.191. 3.192. •3.95 Tandr3125010FeA R Ti I CL, E. I I OF 

I CHAPTER 3 OF44THE SAGRAME WO CITY 
CODE,- R. E LAT! NOr;TiO;;SIGNSt— NE AR 

! FREEWAYSmANM,DEGLARINGSISAID OR-
DINANCE TO,,iBBItANtPEMERGENCY 
MEASURE TO TAKEnEFFEGTIMMEDIATE-

. LY. .
- ORDINANCE81,078' 	 ' 

ORDINANCE ^ 'ADOPTING*. PROCEDURES 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF STREET NAME 
CHANGES AND DECLARING: SAID OR-
DINANCE TO BE AN EMERGENCY OR-
DINANCE TO TAKpEFFECif IMMEDIATE 

' 
LY.	 :'.., Anyone interested in'tni.full tat of the above 
ordinances may contact Arfe Office of the Cihe 
Clerk at 915, "I" Street:' City Hall Room 388. 
Sacramento, California 95814 (91e) 419-5426. 

SAC RAME N TO E I TY:C OU NCI L 
BY: LORRAINE MAGMA 

1 - CITY CLERK 
• AD119:11,04: u497.1414,1981

AUG .11 1981 

skt I If 

Date	 Aug, 14, 1981 

THE DAILY RECORDER 
Serving Sacrzimenlo Since 1911'' 

1115 - H" Street, P.O. Box 1048 

Sacramento, CA 95805


(916) 444-2355



August 11, 1981 

Jo n r. K-hoe 
13ecutive Vice-
President

Ci.t.y Planning Commission 
927 10th Street, 0300 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Honorable Members In Session: 

The Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce congratulates your 
City Planning staff in their efforts to develop the Sacramento 
City sign ordinance changes. In the past weeks the planning 
staff has worked long and hard in their efforts to develop a 
sign ordinance which meets the changing needs of OUT City. 

The ordinance before you tonight represents the many discussions 
which have been held between private sector interests, the 
sign industry, and the City Planning Department. 

During these discussions OUT Chamber has been very concerned. 
about the potential effects of restricted signage within. the 
City boundaries. As you know, signs for the City's many small 
businesses are their only means of advertising. Identification 
of these businesses through sign advertising is key to their 
economic survival. For this reason, the Chamber urges you to 
consider the economic impact of a restrictive sign ordinance on 
our important small business community. 

The Chamber endorses the improvement of OUT visual environment. 
But, we also want to express our continued concern for the survival 
of our sign industry and most importantly, FOY the critical adver-
tising for the commercial and general business User. Therefore, 
the Chamber supports this compromised position which has been 
developed with the assistance of the sign industry leadership. 

APPROVED 
BY THE CITY COUNCIL 

AUG 1 1 19(-- 

OFFICE OF THE

CITY CLERK 

917• 7th Street 

P.O. Box 1017, Sacramento, CA 95805 • (918) 443-3771


