
A PPROVED"R 4 iiun BY THE C /TY courvciL 
4d0P1-6b 

Page
• 	 JAN 2 71981 

CITY OF SACRAMENTO 2:s7 

MARTY VAN DuyN 
PLANNING DIRECTOR 

CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
725 "J" STREET	 SACRAMENTO. CALIF. 95814 

TELEPHONE (916) 449-5604 

January 20, 1981 

. City Council 
Sacramento, California 
Honorable Members in Session: 
SUBJECT: Amendment to Section 3.66 of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento 

City Code (Sign Ordinance) Relating to Offsite Signs (M-531) 
.SUMMARY  

The proposed draft ordinance would amend the City Sign Ordinance to 
prohibit the location of offsite signage in the C-2 Zone and to 
clarify..2xisting language in this section of the,Sign Ordinance as 
it relates to the number of detached signs allowed. 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

The current Sign Ordinance allows offsite signs in the C-2, C-4, M-1, 
and M-2 Zones subject to certain conditions related to spacing, maxi-
mum area, number of signs, setbacks, and maximum heights. • Also, 
offsite si gnage is generally not permitted near residentially zoned 
properties.• 
Specifically, in the C-2 General Commercial Zone, offsite signs as 
permitted uses may not exceed 300 square feet in area. However, the 

. Planning Commission has the authority to grant a Special Permit fol-
lowing application and public hearing for an offsite sign not to 

-exceed 720 square feet in area. 
The C-2 General Commercial Zone is the most common commercial zone 
in the City of Sacramento. This zone is often found along commercial 
strips, shopping centers, adjacent to single family subdivisions and 
other residential zones throughout the City. Thepresent.Sign Ordi-
nance would peLmit billboards in these locations subject to certain 
requirements. Staff is concerned with the location of billboards and 
other offsite signs near or in residential neighborhoods and communi-
ties. Additional signage has a tendency to create visual clutter and 
detracts from residential areas. The current ordinance could allow a - 
saturation of billboard signage throughout the City. It would also 
allow billboards to compete with signage that is used to identify 
businesses, especially along commercial strips. 
The intent of the proposed ordinance is to prohibit the location of 
intrusive offsite signage where such signage is detrimental to the 
environment. in which it is located. If.. the ordinance is approved,. 
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the only oefsite signage that would be allowed in the C-2 Zone is a 
subdivision directional sigh- These signs are currently allowed, 
subject to obtaining a Special Permit. Staff has less concern with 
subdivision signs because the' are temporary. 

The current ordinance is not Clear as to the actual number of allow-
able detached signs in the C-2, C-3, C-4, M-1, and M-2 Zones. Section 
3.66(a) indicates that one detached sign is allowed per parcel, and 
the size is determined by street frontage. Section 3.66(c) discusses 
offsite signage that is permitted in the C-2, C-4, M-1, and M-2 Zones. 
The ordinance is not clear as to the meaning of one detached, onsite 
sign and one detached, offsite si gn, or one sign total regardless of 
whether it is an on.- or offsite sign. Staff interprets the existing 
provision to mean one detached sign; either an onsite or an offsite 
sign, but not both. The proposed ordinance will clarify this by 
allowing., a total of one detached Sign for each developed parcel. 

The proposed amendment is also in harmony with the General Plan as 
reflected by the following General Plan policy statements: 

"Review the city's. Sign Ordinance and initiate more strin-
gent regulations for the Central Business District, and 
other areas, where indicated (10-15)" and to 

"emphasize and promote the overall visual attractiveness of 
Sacramento (10-1)." 

The proposed ordinance will be presented to the Planning Commission 
for review and comment on January 22, 1981. A copy of the Commis-
sion staff report is attached for the Council's information. The 
Commission's recommendations and-comments will be presented to the 
City Council on January 27, 1981. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The staff recommends that the City Council approve and adopt the 
attached ordinance.

FOR TRANSMITTAL TO COUNCIL: 

61410 
Walter J. S I.e, Cityv.Manager 

MVD:HY:jm 
Attachments 
M- 531

January 27, 1981, 
All Districts	 , 
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••	 • 
ORDINANCE NO.	 FOURTH.. SERIES 

AN ' ORD1NANCE AMENDING SECTION 3.66 OF 
CHAPTEP 3 OF THE SACRAMENTO CITY CODE 

• RELATING TO OFFSITE SIGNS (m_531) 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO: 

SECTION 1. 

Section 3.66 of'Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code is hereby 
amended to read 'as follows: 

Sec. 3.66 C-2, C-	 C-4.Commercial-Zones; M-.1 and M-2  
Industry_ Zones. 

Within the C-2, C-3, -4, M-1 and M-2 zones, onsite signs and 
.offsite signs are sub ect to the following regulations: 

(a) One-detache sign for each developed parcel not ex-
ceeding one square foot of sign area for each lineal foot of 
street frontage abutting	 developed .portion of such parcel,

provided that

(1) Where a dev loped parcel has in excess of three 
hundred feet of street fronta e, one additional detached sign 
may be erected for each additi nal three hundred feet of street 
frontage in excess of the first three hundred feet of street 
frontage abutting the developed •ortion of such parcel. 

(2) Where a develope parcel is Permitted to have 
moire than Lme detached sign under these regulations, the dis-
tance between such detached signs o each parcel shall be not 
less than three hundred feet. 

(3) Subject to the provi ons of division 4 of this 
article, the total area of all detaches signs on each parcel 
shall not exceed one square foot of sig area for each lineal . 
foot of street frontage of the developed ortion of such .parcel. 

(b) Two attached signs for each oc upancy. Such signs 
shall not exceed a total aggregate area of re a square feet of 
sign area for each front foot of building oc lipancy. Such 
signs may be placed flat against a building, may be projected 
or nonprojecting signs and may be located on an architectural 
projection or attached to the underside of an architectural 
projection subject to the provisions of sections 3- .106 and 
3.107 of this article. 

.	 (c) Offsite signs are subject to the following further 

requirements:
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Ily Off!dte signs may be erected arid maintained in the C-4;. 
M-1, and M-2 zones only, ekcephere otherwise- prohibited in this 
article.

(2) Spacing. No offsiLe sig / shall he located nearer than 
three hundred feet to any other offsite . s gn on the same side of 
the street as such offsite sign. When a offsite sign is located on 
one street but is oriented to be viewed primarily from another street, 
no such sign shall be located nearer t n three hundred feet to any 
other offsite sign on the same side of the street on which it is located 
or any other offsite sign located on le nearest side of the street 
to which said sign is oriented. 

(3) Size.	 An offsite ign may not exceed seven hundred 
twenty square feet in area. 

• In C-2, C-3, C-4 zon s: thirty-five feet 
In:M=1, M-2 zones: forty feet 

- 
. No height limit is specified f r signs placed flat against the wall 

of a building or for other attached signs provided all other provisions 
of this article are complied ith. 

(e) No sign shall be located nearer than five feet to an interior 
property line nor shall any ign be located nearer than five feet -Lei 
any •common wall or other po nt common to two separate occupancies on 

• the same parCel. This reg eation, however, shall not apply to signs • . 
painted on or otherwise at ached flat against the wall or architectural 
projection of a building 	 the same parcel. 

With the exception of of site signs, a sign may be located within or 
project into a required ront or street sideyard setback area. However, 
no sign may project int or over an abutting public right -of-way except 
as otherwise provided ' this article. Offsite signs shall be.located 
so as to provide and m ntain the same front and street sideyard set-
backs as are required for a building on the same parcel. 

PASSED FOR PUBLICATI 

ENACTED; 

EFFECTIVE:

Thee maximum height 1 t for detached signs shall be s 
follows:

MAYOR • 
ATTEST:

CITY CLERK -2- 
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City Planning Commission 
Sacramento, California 

Members in	 sion: 

SUBJECT: _Amendment to Section 3.66 of Chapter 3 of the Sign 
Ordinance which pertains to offsite signage (14-531) 

SUMMARY. 

The proposed draft ordinance would amend the City Sign Ordinance to 
prohibit the 1ocation of offsite signage in the C-2 zone and to clarify 
existing language\in this section of the Sign Ordinance as it relates 
to the number'of detached signs allowed. 

\ 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

The current regulations governing offsite signs, except for temporary 
subdivision developlent signs or exempt signs, permit offsite sigmage 
to be located in the\C-2 zone subject to the following condi...Lions, 

Seo.3.66(c)(1) Spacing. No'offsite sign shall be located nearer than 
300 feet to any other offsite sign on the Same side of 
the sti\eet as said offsite sign. When an offsite sign 
is located on one street but is oriented to be viewed 
primarily from another street, no such sign shall be . 
located nearer than 300 feet to any other offsite sign 
on the same side of the street on whiCh it is located 
or any other offsite sign located on the nearest side 
of the street to which said sign is oriented. 

(2) Size. In the C-2 zone an offsite sign not exceeding 
300 square feet in area may be erected. The Planning 
Commission shall have the authority to grant a special 
permit, following application and public hearing, for 
an offsite sign in a C-2 zone, of not to exceed 720 
square feet in area. 

(d) Tht maximum height limit for detached signs shall be as 
follows: 

In C-2, C-4 zones ,.. 	  35 feet 
No height limit is specified for signs placed flat against 
the wall of a building or for other attached signs 
provided all other provisions of this article are complied 
with. 

Sec. 3.85. Offsite signs on residentially used property. Offsite 
signs on property used entirely for residential purposes 
and located in the C-2, C-4, 4-1 and 14-2 zones are subject 
to the following condition: 

M7 5 3 1

• 
(b) No new offsite sign may be erected after the effective 

date of this article on property located in the afore-
mentioned zones as long as said property is used entirely 
for residential purposes. 

January 22, 1981	 item No. .22. 
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Sec. 3.86. No offsite signs shall be permitted if such sign facet 
the front or side yard of any lot within any "R" zone 
and is located within. 100 feet of such lot line- No 
offsite sign shall be located on any vacant lot or parcel 

• of land lying between two residential buildings where 
• said buildings are less than '100 feet apart. 

Sec. 3.205. Permitted Signs. 

(a) Within civic improvement districts, any Signs , permitted 
and as regulated by this article may be erected within 
said districts except for the following signs,: 

(1) Offsite, rotating or roof signs when located within, or 
%71Ifh-En--300 feet of the exterior boundaries of a public, 
school, park, place of public assembly, public build-
ing complex, the State Capitol. Plan area or a 
redevelopment project. 

SmAFF EVALUATION  

The C-2 General Commercial : zone is the most common commercial zone in 
the City of Sacramento. This zone is often found along commercial 
strips, shopping centers, adjacent to single family subdivisions and., 
other residential zones throughout the City. The present sign ordinance 
Would permit billboards in 'these locations subject to certain require-
ments. Staff is concerned with the location of billboards and other 
offsite signs near or in residential neighborhoods and communities. - 
Additional signage has a tendency to create visual clutter and detracts. 
from,residential areas. The current ordinance could allow a saturation 
of billboard signage throughout the City. It would also allow billboards 
to compete with signage that is used to identify businesses, especially 
along commercial strips. 

The intent of the proposed ordinance is to prohibit the location of 
intrusive offsite signage where such signage is detrimental to the environ-
ment in which it.is located. If the ordinance is approved, the only 
offsite signage that would be allowed in the C-2 zone is a subdivision 
directional sign- These signs are currently allowed subject to obtain-
ing a special permit. Staff has less concern with subdivision signs 
because thOy are temporary. 

The current ordinance is not clear as to the actual number of allowable 
detached signs in the c-2, C-3, C-4, M-1 and 14-2 zones. Section 3.66(a) 
indicates that onedetached sign is allowed per parcel, and the size is 
determined by street frontage. Section 3.66(c) discusses off site 
aignage that is permitted in the C-2, C-4, M-1 and 14-2 zones. The 
ordinance is not clear as to the meaning of one detached, onsite sign 
and one detached, offsite sign, or one sign total regardless of whether 
it is an on or offsite sign. Staff interrupts the existing provision to. 
mean one detached sign; either an onsite or an offsite sign, but not 
both. The proposed ordinance will clarify this by allowing a total of 
one detached sign for each developed parcel.

7i• 

M-531
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The proposed amendment is also in harmony with the General Plan as 
reflected by the. following General Plan policy statements: 

"Review the City's Sign Ordinance and initiate more 
stringent regulations for the Central Business District, 
and other areas, where indicated (10-15)" and to

 and promote the overall visual attractiveness 
of Sacramento (10-1)" 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

The staff recommends that the Planning Commission approve the attached 
ordinance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Howard Yee 
Principal Planner 

HY:Tm:bw 
Attachment 

M-531
	 January 22, 1981	 Item No. 22 
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ORDINANCE NO. 	 FOURTH SERIES 
• 

. AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 3.66 
OF CHAPTER 3 OP THE SAC:I:A•ENT° 
CITY CODE RELATING TO OFFSITE SIGNS 

DE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO: 

SECTION 1. 

Section 3.66 of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code is hereby 
amended to read -s follows: 

Sec. 3.66. .C-2, C 3, C-4, Commercial Zones: M-1 and M-2 
Industr.al Zones. 

Within the C-2, C-3, C-4, Commeteial-See-rea T -and M-1 and M-2 
Indlistrial- zones, on\re-ite signs indeating-the-bdsine3s7 
eoranDditeer-i;e4et 7 -_4, dtletry7-ce-ether-aety-seId7 
of .fered7 -elf-eond1ed-e -ti/e-premi5ee-are-permtted-ae 
RiliewsT and offsite sins are subject to the following 
regulations: 

(a) One detached sin for each developed parcel not ex-
ceeding one square foot of	 qn area for each lineal foot of 
street frontage abutting the developed portion of such parcel, 
providad that

(1) Where a devel oed parcel has in excess of three 
hundred feet of street frontage one additional detached sign 
may be erected for each addition 1 three hundred feet of street 
frontage in excess of the first Tee hundred feet of street 
frontage abutting the developed p rtion of such parcel. 

(2) Where .a developed arcel is permitted to have 
more than one detached sign under th.se regulations, the dis-
tance between suCh detached signs on each parcel shall be not 
less than three hundred feet. 

(3) Subject to the provisi ns of division 4 of this 
article, the total area of all detached Signs on each parcel 
shall not exceed one square foot of sign rea for each lineal 
foot of street frontage of the developed portion of such _parcel. 

(b) Two attached signs for each occupancy. Such signs 
shall not exceed a total aggregate area of three square feet of 
sign area for each front foot of building occupancy. Such 
signs may be placed flat against a building, may be projected 
or non projecting sigml and may be loceted on an architectural . 
prnloction or atto.chod to tilt.: und!-!n;ide of vLn architectural 
projecLion L;t111jcl; to the provi5ions of soctions 3-106 arid 
3.307 of thLs;
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-(0---Hmeepb-where-bherwi!ic-proh4:6ibed-by-thartiele7 

(C) Offsite signs are_subiect  to the following further . _ _ _ . _ 	 _ 
• requirements: . 

(1) 0Offsite signs may be erected and maintained in 
the 6-27 C-4, M-1, and M-2 zones flubeeh---be-thc-folIowd:r.5 
contlitiei t. only, exce pt,where-otheiwiseprohibited by  
this article.  

-(4)- (2) S pacing. No offsite sign shall be located 
nearer than three hundred feet to any other offsite sign on the 
same side of the street as such offsite, sign. When an offsite 
sign is located on one street but is oriented to be viewed 
primatily from another street, no such :sign shall be located 
nearer than three hundred feet to any other offsite sign on the 
same side of the street on which it is located or any other 
offsite,tign . located on the nearest si e-of the street.to  which 
said sign is oriented. 

-(?)- (3) Size. In-t1ie-6-4 7 M-1-anel-M-2-zenes 7 a An 
offsite sign:not-exeeedling may not ex ced seven hundred twenty square 
feet in areai'may-be-efeeeted-r in-th --e---2--zefte-an-off4ta-5ign-neb 
exeeedng-three-hundrdd-aeltare-feet- n-area-may-be-erdete67 

The-plarrning-demmi3ioft-thall-have-t a-authority-to-grant-a . . 

an-offkice-sign-.4-.n-a-e-2-zene7 -of-n -1--.-be-exeeed-aeven-hundrad 
twenty-squelre-feat-in-az-ea7 

(d) The maximum height aim t for detached signs shall be as 
follows:

In;C:2, C-3, C-4 zones 	 thirty-five feet 
In M-1, n-2 zones: forty feet 

No height limit is specified for igns placed flat against the wall 
of a building or for other attach d signs providcd.all other provision 
of this article are complied with 

(e) No sign shall be loc 
property line nor shall any sign 
any common wall or other point c 
the same Parcel. This regulatio 
painted on or otherwise attached 
projection.of a building on the

ted nearer than five feet to an into: 
ba located nearer than five feet to 
mmon to two separate occupancies on 
, however, shall not apply to signs 
flat against the wall or architectur, 

same parcel. 

With the exception of offsite s gns, a sign may be located within or 
project into a required front o street sideyrd setback area. 110we':, 

no sign may project into or ov r an alnittinq public right-of-way ONC: 

as otherwise provided in this rticle. Offsite siqns shall be locaLo 
so as t:o provide and maintain the same front and street sidcyard 
hacks as arc . required for a buildinj . on the same parcel.



CITY OF SACRAMENTO 

l
spectfully submitted, 

r 

Marty Van Du 
.Planning Di	 tor 

CITY PLANNING̀ DEPARTMENT 
72 S STREET	 SACRAMErTIO, CALIF.1)5514

	
MARY VAN OUYN 

TELEPHONE (916) 449-5604	 PLANNING DIRECTOR 

January 14, 1981 

City Council 
Sacramento, California 

Honorable Members in Session: 

SUBJECT: . An Ordinance Amending Section 3.66 of Chapter 3 of 
the Sacramento City Code Relating to Off Site Signs 
(M-531)	 • 

.SUMMARY 

This item is presented at this time for approval of publication 
of title pursuant to City Charter, Section. 36. 

BACKGROUND 

Prior to publication of an item in a local paper to meet legal 
advertising requirements, the City Council must first pass the 
item for publication. The City Clerk then transmits the title 
of the item to the paper for publication and for advertising the 
Meeting date. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the item be passed for publication of title 
and continued to January 27, 1981.

FOR CITY COUNCIL INFORMATION 
WALTER J. SLIPF ApPROVEDpria 

CITY MANAGER	 Es'Y "THE CITY'COUNCit. 

Attachment	
JAN 201981 qin's-t- 

jm 

M-531	 0 r' t-rcricyEZRTKH

January 20, 1981 
All Districts



ORDINANCE NO. 	 FOURTH SERIES 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 3.66 OF 
CHAPTER 3 OF THE SACRAMENTO CITY CODE 
RELATING TO OFFSITE SIGNS 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO: 

SECTION 1. 

Section. 3.66 of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code: is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.66 C-2, C-3, C-4 Commercial Zones;. M-1 and M-2 
Industrial Zones. 

Within the C-2, C-3, C-4, M-1 and M-2 zones, onsite signs and 
offsite signs are subject to the following regulations: 

(a) One detached sign, for each developed parcel not ex-. 
ceeding one square'fbot of sign area for each lineal foot of 
street frontage abutting the developed portion of such parcel 
provided that

(1) Where.a developed parcel has in excess of three 
hundred feet of street frontage, one additional detached sign 
may be erected for each additional three hundred feet of street 
frontage in excess of the first three hundred feet Of street 
frontage abutting the developed portion of such.parcel. 

(2) Where a developed . parcel is permitted to have 
more than one detached sign under these regulations, the dis-
tance between such detached signs on each parcel shall be not 
less than three hundred feet. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of division 4 of this 
article, the total area of all detached signs on each parcel 
shall not exceed one square foot of sign area for each lineal 
foot of street frontage of the developed portion of such parcel. 

(b) Two attached signs for each occupancy. Such signs 
shall not exceed a total aggregate area of three square feet of 
sign area for each front foot of building occupancy. Such. • 
signs may be placed flat against a building, may be projected. 
or nonprojecting signs and may be located on an architectural 
projection or attached to the underside of an architectural 
projection subject to the provisions of sections 3-106 and 
3.107 of this article. 

(c) Offsite signs are subject to the following further 
requirements:



.(1) Offsite signs may be erected and maintained in the 0-4, 
M-1, and M-2 zones onl y , ecept mhere otherwise :prohibited in this 
article.

(2) Spacing. . No offsite sign shall be located nearer than 
three hundred feet to any other offsite sign on the same side of 
the street as such offsite sign. When an offsite sign is located on 
one street but is oriented to be viewed primarily from another street, 
no such sign shall be located nearer than three hundred feet to any • 
other offsite sign on the same side of the street on which it is located 
or any other offsite sign located on the nearest side of the street 
to which said sign is oriented. 

(3) Size.	 An offsite sign may not exceed seven hundred 
twenty square feet in area. 

(d) The maximum height limit for detached signs shall be as 
follows:

In .0-2, 0-3, 0-4 zones: thirty-five feet. 
14-2 zones: forty feet 

NO height limit is specified for signs placed flat against the wall 
of a building or for other attached, signs provided all other provisions 
of this article are complied with. 

(e) No sign shall he located nearer than five feet to an interior 
property line nor shall any sign be located nearer than five feet to 
any common wall or other point common to two separate occupancies on 
the same parcel. This regulation, however, shall not appl y to signs . 
painted on. or otherwise attached flat against the wall or architectural 
projection of a building on the same parcel. 

With the exception of offsite signs, a sign may be located within or 
project into a required front or street sideyard setback area.. However, 
no sign may project into or over an abutting public right-of-way except 
as otherwise provided in. this article. Offsite signs shall be located 
SO as to provide and maintain the same front and street sideyard set-
backs as are required for a building on the same parcel. 

PASSED FOR PUBLICATION: 

ENACTED: 

EFFECTIVE:

MAYOR 
.ATTEST:

. CITY CLERK.

-2--
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ORDINANCE NO.	 FOURTH SERIES 

, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION. 3.66 
OF CHAPTER 3 OF THE SACRAMENTO 
CITY CODE RELATING TO OFFSITE SIGNS 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO: 

SECTION 1. 

Section 3.66 of Chapter 3 of the Sacramento City Code is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 3.66. C-2, C-3, C-4, Commercial Zones; M-1 and M-2  
Industrial 'Zones. 

Within the C-2, C-3, C-4, eolaffteYe±ai-fiene5 7 -and M-1 and m-2 
Industthal- zones, onsite signs ind±eatnig-the-/Duness, 
enmr56eervice7-indtistry7,--or-othet-act±vity-said7 
of-fered7-5r-eenclueted-ane-premises-are-permitted-as 
- e+Iow5-:- and offsite signs are Subject to  the  following 
regulations:

(a) One detached sign for each developed parcel not ex-
ceeding one square foot of sign area for each, lineal foot of 
street frontage abutting the developed portion of such parcel, 
provided that 

(1) Where a developed parcel has in excess of three 
hundred feet of street frontage, one additional detached sign 
may be erected for each additional three hundred feet of street 
frontage in excess of the first three hundred feet of street 
frontage abutting the developed portion of such parcel. 

-(2) Where a developed parcel is permitted to have 
more than one detached signUnder these regulations, the dis-
tance between such detached signs on each parcel shall be not 
less than three hundred feet. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of division 4 of this 
article, the total area of all detached signs on each parcel 
shall not exceed one square. foot of sign area for each lineal 
foot of street frontage of the developed portion of suCh parcel. 

(b) Two attached signs for each. occupalicy. Such signs . 
shall not exceed a total aggregate area of three square feet of 
sign area for each front foot of building occupancy. Such. 
signs may be placed flat against a building, may be projected. 
or nonprojecting signs and may be located on an architectural 
projection or attached to the underside of an architectural 
projection subject to the provisions of sections. 3-106 and 
3.107 of this article.



ie*--Exeept-wheite-otherwiae-praS4ei!tcd-by-tili5-ariee7 

(c)  Offsite signs are :subjectto the fallewinu  _further _ 
requirements:  

(1) e)Offsite signs may be erected and maintained in 
the e-2-7 0-4, 14-1, and M-2 zones aubj.eet-te-tite-tEollowin.,![ 
eewEAtion51 .- only ekcept.mhere-otheiwiseprohibited.by  
this article.

(2) . Spacing-. No offsite sign shall be located 
nearer than three hundred feet to any other offsite sign on the 
same side of the street as such offsite sign_ When an offsite 
sign is located on one street but is oriented to be viewed 
primarily from another street, no such sign shall be located 
nearer than three hundred feet to any other offsite, sign on the 
same side of the street on Which it is located or any other 
pffsite sign located on the nearest side of the street to which 
said sign is oriented. 

+2* (3) Size,	 k-r-te-0-47-M-1-and-H-2-zeneeT a An 
offsite sign. nbt-e . teee64n.g	 exceed seven hundred twenty square 
feet in areana-15e-eteeted7 
exceee'ing-tree-h.un.4red-8-quare-feet-n-ared-may-be-elfeeted7 

Tite-pleati-ringee/tim±sfAeft-hal_i-hatie-itIte-atttherity-te,-(grartt-u, 
apfteiaI-perm4t7-tEe,I+owing-app2-.±.ea't-ityrc-and-plIbI±e-hearftztgT-ior 
eirr.-of.	 ..b.e-15n-..in-a-e-2-15ne7-ef-etet-to-txeeed-s-e-tren-hltd.2ea 
twenty-aquare-fet-in-area7 

(d) The maximum height limit for detached signs shall be as 
follows: •

In;C-2, C-3, 0-4 zones: thirty-five feet 
In M-1, M-2 zones: forty feet 

No height limit, is specified for signs Placed flat against the wall 
of a building or for other attached signs .provided:all other -provisions 
of this article ar•  Complied with. 

(e)No sign shall be located nearer than five feet to . an interio] 
property line nor shall any sign be located nearer than five feet to 
any common wall or other point common to two separate occupancies on 
the same parcel. This regulation, however, shall not apply to signs 
painted on or otherwise attached fiat against the wall or architectural 
projection of a building on the same parcel. 

With the exception of offsite signs, a sign may be located within or 
project into a required front or street sideyard setback area. However, 
no .sign may project into or over an abutting public right-of-way except 
as otherwise provided in this article, Offsite signs shall -be located 
so as to provide and maintain the same front and street sideyard set-
backs as are required for a building on the same parcel.



PASSED FOR PUBLICATION: 

ENACTED: 

EFFECTIVE: 

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK
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ORDINANCE NO- gi1'0041 ' j prj

 ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A 120 DAY MORATORIUM 
ON THE ISSUANCE OF SIGN PERMITS FOR OFFSITE 
SIGNS IN C-2•ZONES AND DECLARING SAID ORDINANCE 
TO BE AN EMERGENCY MEASURE TO TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY • 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO; 

SECTION 1. 

The City Council hereby finds that there has been a marked increase 
over the last four months of offsite sign: activity within the City 
of Sacramento, most notably in C-2 Zones, _which. has been derilon-
strated by the proliferation of offsite signs actually ere4ed 
or reestablished and the proliferation of applications for permits 
to erect new offsite signs in the City. The City Council further 
finds that this greatly increased interest in placing offsite 
signs primarily in the C-2 Zone far exceeds what was anticipated - 
when the sign regulations were adopted_allowing offsite signs in 

the C-2 Zone and ma y , if not controlled, result in visual clutter 
and blight in neighborhoods throughout the City. The City Council, 
therefore, finds and determines that it is necessary to establish 
a moratorium on the approval and issuance of permits for the 
erection, alteration, or relocation of offsite signs in C-2 Zones 
in the City until the present regulations governing offsite signs 
in C-2 Zones can be reviewed and revised as may be found necessary _ 
to preserve the health and welfare of the City's neighborhoods. 

SECTION 2. 

No application fdr a permit for the erection, alteration, or 
, relocation of an offsite sign on any lot or parcel in the City 

of Sacramento which is zoned C-2 shall be accepted for filing, 
processed, approved, or issued pursuant to Article 'IT of Chapter 
3 of the Sacramento City :Code by the City Council or any department 
officer, employee, board,or commission of the City of Sacramento. 

SECTION 3. Term. , 

This ordinance shall be effective for a period of 120 days following 
the date of its enactment.. 

SECTION 4. Emergency  

This ordinance is hereby declared to be en emergency measure to 
'take effect iMmediately. The facts constituting 1-..he-•pmergency 



are the recent marked increase in the number of off site signs 
erected or reestablished in C-2 Zones and of applications for 
permits to erect new offsite signs in C-2 Zones, and the visual 
clutter and blight which may result from this activity if not 
controlled.• it is therefore necessary that this ordinance 
take effect immediately to protect the public•health, safety, 
and welfare, by insuring that no new sign permits for offsite 
signs in C-2 Zones are issued until the sign regulations can 
be reviewed and revised as found necessary. • 

ENACTED: 

'EFFECTIVE:

MAYOR 

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK
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ORDINANCE NO.	 FOURTH SERIES 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 3.66 OF CHAPTER 3 
OF THE SACRAMENTO CITY CODE RELATING TO OFFSITE 
SIGNS AND DECLARING SAID ORDINANCE TO BE AN 
EMERGENCY MEASURE TO TAKE EFFECT IMM4DTATELY 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO: 

SECTION 1. 

Section. 3.66 of Chapter 3 of the Sacrc ento City Code is-her by-- 
amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 3,66 C-2, C 7 3, C-4 Commertia Zones;. M-1 and _-2  
Industrial  Zones. 

Within the C-2,. C-3, C-4, M-1-rid M-2 zones, onsite signs and 
offsite signs are subject to he following regulations: 

(a) One- -de ached sin for each developed parcel not ex-
ceeding-one square foot of sign area for each lineal foot of 
street frontage abutting the developed portion of such parcel, . 
provided that 

(l) Where /a developed parcel has in excess of three 
hundred feet of streeL frontage, one additional detached sign 
may be erected for eich additional three hundred feet of street 
frontage in excess of_ the first three hundred feet of street 
frontage abutting t_e developed portion of such parcel. 

- . (2) 'here a-developed parcel is permitted to have 
more than one de ched sign under 'these regulations, - the dis-
tance between	 detached signs on each parcel shall be not 

'less than_ three hundred, feet. 

(3 y Subject to the provisions of division 4 of this 
article, the Votal area of all detached signs on each parcel 
shall not exc ed.one square-foot'of si,gn area for each lineal. 
foot of stre frontage of the developed portion of such parcel. 

(b) coI 	 attached signs for each occupancy. , Such signs 
shall not e ceed a total aggregate-area of three square feet-of 
sign area 	 each front foot of building occupancy. ' Such 
signs may b placed flat against a building) may be projected 
or nonprojecting signs and may be located on an architectural 
projection or attached to the underside of an architectural. 
projection -subject to the provisions of seCtons 3-106 and. 
3.107-of this article. 

(c) Off site signs are subject to the following further 
requirements



(1) Offsite signs May. be erected and maintained in the C-4, 
M-1, and M-2 zones only, e±cept :where otherwise:prohibited in this - 
article.

1 
(2) Spacing. No offsite- sign shall be located nearer than 

three hundred feet to any other offs'te sign on the same side of 
the street as such offsite sign. VI en an offsite sign is located on 
one street but is oriented to be vi wed primarily from another street, 
no such sign shall be located nearqr than three hundred feet to any - 
other offsite sign on the same sid6 of the street on which it is located 
or any other offsite sign located on the nearest side, of the street 
to which said sign is oriented. 

(3) Size	 noffsiJte sign May not exceed seven hundred. 
• twenty square feet. in area. 

(d) The maximum height lJimit for detached signs shall be as 
follows:

•In C-2, C-3, C-4 zo es: thirty-five feet 
In	 M-2 zones: forty feet 

No height limit is specified f 
of a building or for other att 
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With the exception of offsl e signs, a sign may be located within or 
project into a required fr t or street sideyard setback area. However, 
no sign may project into Ot over an abutting public right-of-way except 
as otherwise provided in t is article. Offsite signs shall be located 
so as to provide and maint in the same front and street sideyard set-
backs as are required for a building on the . same parcel. 

SEcTION 2. Emergency. 
• 

This Ordinance is hereby declared an emergency measure to take- • 
effect immediately. The reason for the emergency is the marked 
increase over the laSt f ur months in offsite sign activity 
within the City in C-2, -4, M-I and M-2 zones, demonstrated 
by the proliferation of offsite signs, particularly billboards,



actually erected or reestablished in said zones and the prolifera-
tion of applications for sign permits to erect new off-site signs 
in said zones. - This expanded, interest in placing off-site signs, 
particularly billboards, in these zones far exceeds what was 
anticipated when the sign regulations were adopted allow ng 
off-site signs on C-2, C-4, M-1 and 4-2 lots and may, 	 ess 
further restricted, result in visual clutter and bl' ht in 
neighborhoods throughout the City. It is therefo	 necessary, 
to protect the public health, safety, and welfa , that this 
Ordinance take effect immediately to impose t se further restric-
tions on the placement of off-site signs in t e C-2, C-4, M-1 and 
M-2 Zones. 

ENACTED: 

EFFECTIVE:

MAYOR 

ATTEST:

S..

CITY CLERK

-3-



CITY OF SACRAMENTO

LORRAINE MAGANA 
CITY CLERK OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

915 I STREET	 SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA mid 
CtTY HALL ROOM 203	 TELEPHONE (918) 445-5420 

January 16, 1981 

On January 15, 1981, the following matter was filed with my office to set a hearing date 
before the City Council. 

An Ordinance Amending Section 3.66 of Chapter 3 of the 
Sacramento City Code Relating to Off Site Signs (4-531) 

The hearing has been set forJanuary 27, 1981, 7:30 P.M., Council Chamber, 2nd floor, 
915 - I Street, Sacramento, California. Interested parties may appear and speak at 
the hearing.	 . 

Pursuant to Council Rules of Procedure 4.5, continuance of the above matter may be 
obtained only if a written request is delivered to this office no later than 12:00 
Noon the Monday before the meeting when the hearing is scheduled. If written request 
is not delivered to this office as specified herein, you may obtain continuance only 
by appearing before the City Council at the time the hearing is scheduled and request 
the continuance. 

ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THIS HEARING SHOULD BE REFERRED TO: 

SACRAMENTO CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
725 - J STREET 
SACRAMENTO CA 95814 

TELEPHONE: 449-5604 

Sincerely, 

Lorraine Magana 
City Clerk 

LM am 
cc: Nailing List (20) 

(M-531)
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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 
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NOTICE OF CITY COUNCI L HEARING



CITY OF SACRAMENTO 

OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK LORRAINE MAGANA 
CITY CLERK 

••••_•• 

• •

915 !STREET
	

SACRAMENTO. CALIFORNIA 9se14 

CITY HALL ROOM 203
	 TELEPHONE we) 449442a 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: CITY PLANNING DIRECTOR MARTY VAN DUYN 

FROM: LORRAINE MAGANA, CITY CLERK 

SUBJECT: REFERRAL OF ITEM NO. 25, COUNCIL AGENDA OF JANUARY 27, 1981 

DATE:	 JANUARY 27, 1981 

Pursuant to Council action, the following matter was referred to the 
City Planning Commission for hearing and notification of interested 
parties: 

Ord. amending Sec. 3.66, Chap. 3, Sacto. City Code 
(Sign Ordinance) relating to Offsite Signs (11-531). 

cc: Councilperson Connelly


