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,,-JULY 114;-I981	 Cil Y	 SACRAMENTO 

TO:	 Sacramento City Ccuncil and City MAkar . 57 ' FH81 

FROM:	 Garry L. Seabrooks, Fire Safety Coordinator 

SUBJECT:	 Resolution to High Fire Prone Communities 

	 Honorable Members in Session: 	  

All 20 fire stations of Sacramento City Fire Department do an 
excellen job putting out fires and rescuing its victims, but 
some stations, need a fire safety program to reduce the number 
oT times responding to fire calls that could be,pi-evehtedcand 
educate the poorer-economic individuals, in a'high fire commu-
nity. 

The average fire apparatus and personnel responding to a fire 
costs $800 or more of every $1000; not to mention cost during 
and afther the fire and fire-incidences. 

Contrast to that, a comprehensive fire safety program $8.' 'of • 
every $1000 to prevent and reduce fire problems ESPECIALLY in. 
HIGH FIRE PRONE COMMUNITIES,and making it part of the mainst-
ream of 'Are safety. 

Council D: :..t.ricts with a high fire prone community in it,such 
as 4,7,6,5,2,and 1 are the ones in need of a fire safety pro-
gram,mainly, inorder to take the load off fire-stations 18,17, 
16,10,6,and 2 and other surrounding stations. 

No longer will I sit back and watch so many fire problems in 
a community that could have 50 to 80 percent of its fire prob-
lems prevented with a community level fire safety program..Also 
the average fire chief, elected official,fire division headva-
nd city planner do not have to see everyday living conditions, 
drive through,and/or live in the high fire prone community;ot-
herthan drop-in or an emergency situation from a reaction. 

In the meantime the City of Sacramento is face . with more tax 
dollars to operate the fire department; fire problems. getting 
worst and moving to other communities or areas by individuals 
of high fire risk;unnecessary fire calls taking, away service 
mOmentarilly from callers in emergency need;discomfort of fi-
re personnel who work in those communities;and widen communi-
cation gap between the fire department and community resident 
groups, or people. 

Attacted is a fire pattern scale, I am looking forward to se-
eing the type of action each councilmember takes on the fire 
problems of his/her A.Ftitp#6vED 

BY THE CITY COUNCIL 
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There is a motto in the fire servl.c., that "the first 3 minutes 
are worth the next 5 hours."Natio	 statistics show that near-
ly all residential fires could be oxinguished by a fast attack 
of the first arriving unit,reducin response im high fire areas. 

Perhaps the major conclusion to he drawn is that in ordcir to 
significantly improve the fire problem.in SACRIMNTO,public ed-
ucation programs must reach the poorer economic Communities of 
the city.Such programs will not change the economic cha2acter of 
the city.Nowever,they may affect the social and behavic patterns 
that lead to fires. 

If fire rates in the frighly fire prone areas and the Low-income 
communities of SACRAMENTO were reduced to the level experienced 
by middle income families,the city would overall experience 30 to 
80 percent fewer fires. 

A comprehensive fire safety program is needed where fire safe-
ty representation effors are limited or nonexistent in SACRAMENTO 
highly fire prone communities. 
These are the essential 'STATIONS to the highly fire prr,he commu-
itv6,2,160.0,3 2 17,20,4,18,5,12,and I3,., of the twenty stations. 

The FIRE SAFETY COORDINATOR thalZks the Sacramento Fire I.:-:;artment 
for provided fire data per station.

Garry L. Seabroc. s 
Fire Safety*Coinator 


