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COUNCIL COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Concurrent Special Committee Meetings of the Sacramento City 
Council, Redevelopment Agency of the City ofSacramento, Hous-
ing Authority of the City of Sacramento and the Parking Authority 
of the City of Sacramento. 

COMMITTEE NAME.  LAW AND LEGISLATION  

MEETING DATE. 

 

April 28, 1992 

MEETING TIME. 

 

1:00 p.m. 

  

LOCATION: 915 I STREET, 2ND FLOOR, COUNCIL CHAMBER 

I HEREBY CALL Special Meetings of the Sacramento City Council, Redevelopment Agency of the City of Sacramento, 
Housing Authority of the City of Sacramento, and Parking Authority of the City of Sacramento to be conducted 
concurrently with the Council committee meetings listed below, which are incorporated herein by reference. The 
Special Meetings are called to permit Members who are not on the listed committees to attend the meetings and 
participate in the discussions. In the event five (5) or more members of the City Council are present at a Committee 
meeting, only those items listed on the agenda can be acted on or discussed. 

The meeting was called to order at 1:05 p.m. by Chair Lynn Robie. 

PRESENT: Committeemembers Roble, Chinn*,  Pane and Serna.* 

*Committeemember Serna arrived at 1:10 p.m.; CommitteememberfiChinn left at 1:35 p.m. 

1. Legislative update from Ken Emanuels, the City's Legislative Advocate. 

Recommendation of Staff: 	File. 

MINUTES: 

Ken Emanuels, the City's Legislative Advocate, discussed the status of the State Budget. He 
explained that both houses had adopted a budget but neither house believes it is a serious 
proposal as of today. There are no reductions of City revenue the budget except tobacco 
subventions previously noted. In about ten days revisions will be issued and the Department 
of Finance will give a second opinion about what the State's revenues and expenditures will 
be. The budget situation is getting worse. 

Chair Robie raised the Bates bill regarding a gas tax increase. There is a feeling that the 
distribution of the gas tax may not be as equitable to the northern part of the state as to the 
Bay Area and Southern California. 

*Committeemember Serna arrived at 1:10 p.m. 
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COMMITTEE ACTION SHEET 

1. ITEM CONTINUED FROM PREVIO1US PAGE. 

Chinn asked whether there was any chance the booking fees will be dropped. Mr. Emanuels 
said that it didn't look like they would be dropped at this point. 

2. AB 3378 (Bates) regarding initiative advertisements. 

Recommendation of Staff: Review and make recornmenClatiori. 

Committee Action: 	Supported. 

Voting Record: 	Moved: 	Serna 
Seconded: 	Pane 	1 
Ayes: 	Serna, Pane, Chinn, Robie 

MINUTES: 

Diane Baiter, Deputy City Attorney, explained that this bill was brought to Committee at the 
request of Councilmembers Roble and Mueller. The bill would require that large 
contributors to Statewide initiatives be identified. Sema moved to support AB 3378 (Bates) 
regarding initiative advertisements, Pane seconded the inotiotr, and it was unanimously 
supported. 

Pane asked that the City enact a similar regulation for City initiative campaigns. He said he 
would like to correct the situation that now exists whereby fundraising statements are turned 
in after an election, rather than before. Attorney Baiter stated that the City has the authority 
to enact its own election regulations, but that it has chosen to follow many State provisions. 
Serna agreed with Pane, and asked that staff try to put such a regulation into effect in time 
for the November election. Attorney Baiter said this request would be looked into. 

3. An ordinance amending Articles XI and XII ( Sections 49.1101 tlh .ough 49.1208) of Chapter 
49 and Section 50.401 of the Sacramento City Code relating to procedures and fees for 
abating substandard and dangerous buildings. 

Recommendation of Staff: Support and forward to Council 

Committee Action: 	Supported and forwarded to Council. 

ITEM CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE. 
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COMMITTEE 'ACTION SHEET 

3. ITEM CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE. 

Voting Record: Moved: 	Pane 
Seconded: 	Chinn 
Ayes: 	Pane, Chinn, Serna, Robie 

MINUTES: 

  

   

Max Fernandez, Housing Administrator, brought this ordinance to the Committee. He 
explained that this would allow the costs for abating substandard and dangerous 
buildings to be put upon the owners of these structures. Pane moved to forward this 
ordinance to the full Council with this Committee's recommendation to support this 
ordinance. Chinn seconded the motion, and it was unanimously supported. 

4. An ordinance adding Sections 27326 through 27329 to the Sacramento City Code, and 
amending Sections 27.301 and 27.325 of the Sacramento City Code, prohibiting fishing 
within the Sacramento Boat,Harbor and prohibiting the operation of non-licensee vessels 
and personal watercraft within the Sacramento Boat Harbor, and declaring the ordinance 
to be an emergency measure to take effect immediately. 

Recommendation of Staff: Support and forward to Coun81. 

Committee Action: 	Supported and forwarded to Council. 

1 Voting Record: 	Moved: 	Pane 
Seconded: 	Chinn 	I, 

I 
Ayes: 	Pane, Chinn, Serna, Robie i 1 

MINUTES: 

Ken Harris, Parks and Recreation Manager, explained that since the Marina has expanded, 
there has been an increasing amount of water traffic there. He went on to say that jet skis 
and fishing boats have become a safety and security problem. S l taff has been assured that 
with this new ordinance in effect, the Police boat patrol will enforce the new rules. Signs will 
be posted for public awareness. There was discussion regarding the fact that the same traffic, 
safety and security problems exist at Garcia Bend. Testimony from members of the audience 
was then heard. 

ITEM CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE. 
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COMMti 	iLE ACTION SHEET 

4. ITEM CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE. 

John Getz stated that he has a boat in the Marina and that he is in total support of the 
proposed ordinance. He said there are 583 boats in the Marina, and that boat owners pay 
a fee to moor their boats there. He said safety is a big problem, and that people who don't 
belong there don't always abide by the rules of boating. He pointed out that there were 
many people in the audience who support this ordinance. 

Fred Heltzel, another boat owner, spoke in favor of the ordinance and said he agrees with 
everything Mr. Getz just said. He also pointed out that when fishing line gets wrapped 
around the gears of boats in the Marina, it becomes very expensive to repair. 

Chair Robie asked all those in the audience who support the ordinance to so indicate. 
Several dozen hands were raised. 

There was some discussion regarding the issue of thievery at the Marina, and whether there 
was some way to I.D. boats with stickers or something similar. Ken Harris stated that there 
are plans to have identification stickers developed for boats allowed in the Marina. There 
was also discussion regarding the problems that exist at Garcia Bend, which are similar to 
those at the Marina. It was decided to bring the matter of Garcia Bend back to Committee 
at a later date in order to give adequate notice to boat owners and other interested parties 
at that location. Pane moved to support the ordinance relating to the Sacramento Marina, 
Chinn seconded the motion, and it was unanimously supported. This ordinance will be 
brought to full Council with this Committee's recommendation. 

5. An ordinance amending Article V of Chapter 25 to prohibit riding bicycles off-road on City 
property where signs prohibiting bicycles are posted. 

Recommendation of Staff: Support and forward to Council. 

Committee Action: 	Supported and forwarded to Council. 

Voting Record: 	Moved: 	Serna 
Seconded: 	Pane 
Ayes: 	Sema, Pane, Chinn, Roble 

MINUTES: 

Terry Paxton, Supervising Engineer, explained this ordinance. There was some discussion 
regarding the problems in the Laguna area with off-road bicycles (dirt bikes) on the wetlands, 

ITEM CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE. 
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COMMITTEE ACTION SHEET 

5. ITEM CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE. 

which form ruts and cause other problems. Serna moved to support the ordinance relating 
to prohibition of off-road bicycles on City property where signs prohibiting bicycles are 
posted, Pane seconded the motion, and it was unanimously supported. The ordinance will 
be brought to full Council with this Committee's recommendation. 

6. Conflict of Interest Codes for City boards and commissions. 1: 

Recommendation of Staff: 	Review and make recommendation. 

Committee Action: 	 No action. 

MINUTES: 

Diane Baiter, Deputy City Attorney, explained that this item was requested by 
Councilmember Mueller, who questioned the Metropolitan Arts Commission's supplementary 
Conflict of Interest policy. Attorney Baiter said that the staff report in this Committee's 
agenda packet explains the Commission's Conflict of Interest policy in more detail. The 
Committee decided that no action on this item is necessary. 

7. SB 1538 (Kopp) and AB 3476 (Burton) regarding proposed amendments to Open Meeting 
Law (Brown Act). 

Recommendation of Staff: Review and make recommendation. 

Committee Action: 	Opposed. 

Voting Record: 

MINUTES: 

Moved: 	Serna 
Seconded: 	Robie 
Ayes: 	Serna, Robie 
Nays: 	Pane 
Absent: 	Chinn 

Diane Baiter, Deputy City Attorney, stated that the League of California Cities obtained a 
number of amendments, but they were still not enough. The bills require taping of all closed 
sessions, and that if staff wants to talk to Councilmembers regarding the likelihood of 
litigation, these discussions must be in open session. She said that another problem is that 
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COMMITTEE ACTION SHEET 

7. ITEM CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE. 

the bills require immediate disclosure of what happens in closed sessions. Pane requested 
that copies of the legislation and analyses be made available. Ken Emanuels, the City's 
Legislative Advocate, explained that the major issues are tie taping of closed sessions, and 
it would be hard to control what happens to those tapes in the future. 

*Tom Chinn left at 1:35 p.m. 

Serna expressed his concern regarding personnel matters. Attorney Baiter explained that 
these bills refer to all closed sessions. Pane stated his concern that local governments are 
being asked to be regulated in this way, and that the City just won't be able to have closed 
sessions anymore. He also noted that no real estate matters could be discussed, either. 
Serna asked that Ken Emanuels follow these bills closely and'report back. Attorney Baiter 
related to the Committee that these bills are being carried by a group of small weekly 
newspapers. 

Serna moved to oppose SB 1538 (Kopp) and AB 3476 (Burton) regarding proposed 
amendments to Open Meeting Law (Brown Act), and Roble seconded the motion. Pane 
opposed the motion to oppose these bills. Chinn was absent. 

8. Follow-up on bills previously considered or discussed. 

Recommendation of Staff: File. 

MINUTES: 

There was no report on this item at this time. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:40 p.m. 

AI LEST: 

a4/L.6104_.)  
JUDY 	DERS, Secretary 
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