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NEW EXAMINAT

7/27/76

MINUTES OF CIVIL SERVICE BOARD MEETING
CITY OF SACRAMENTO

SPECIAL MEETING _ JULy 27, 1976

cial meeting of the Civil Service Board was called to order by
nmie Yee at 1:35 p.m. in the Personnel Department Conference Room,

reet,

Oreitha Eggleston-Hausey, Alba Kuchman, Wilfred Street, Ronald Wright,

Jimmie Yee.

None.

IONS ANNOUNCED

#1468
#1476
#1477

It was

Events Supervisor
Building Inspector I (Electrical)
Building Inspector I (Plumbing)

moved by Mr. Yee, seconded by Mr. Wright, and passed by unanimous vote

that the above-listed announcements be approved.

HEARING TO APPEAL DISCIPLINARY ACTION (SUSPENSION)

Wallace Groves, Police Officer

Deputy
Attorney Da
Captain Mic
Police Depa
advisor to

Policq
Departmenta
and 32.22,
occurred at

City Attorney Terence Brown represented the City of Sacramento;

ve Simmons represented the appellanty Police Officer Wallace Groves.
hael O'Kane was present in an advisory capacity from the Sacramento
rtment.
the Civil Service Board.

Deputy City Attorney Elizabeth Hassard Silver was the legal

Officer Wallace Groves was charged with violating Sections 31.02 of the

1 Rules and Regulations regarding professional conduct and responsibility
Displaying of Firearms.

These charges were a result of an incident which
the Rattlesnake Dick's bar at 20th and L Streets, Sacramento, CA,

A stipulation regarding the facts of the case signed by Attorney Dave Simmons

and Deputy
reprimand

Final

Brown's rebuttal to Attorney Simmons'
threatened the patrons at the bar.
motioned that his statement be stricken from the record.
he motion, and it was unanimously approved.

Groves had
Mr. Street
seconded tl

The C
at 2:55 p.
of Police
of reprima

City Attorney Terence Brown was submitted and read by the secretary.
letter dated March 3, 1976, was also read into the hearing.

arguments were presented by both attorneys.

The

In Deputy City Attorney
final argument, he stated that Police Officer
Attorney Simmons objected, and

Mr. Wright

ivil Service Board met in executive session at 2:15 p.m. and reconvened
m,’
Officer Wallace Groves and to delete "(e) insubordination" from the letter
nd (second page,

It was the decision of the Civil Service Board to deny the appeal

first paragraph, third line),
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C7/27/76

The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m,

/’ -‘Tony Vasquez ¢/
Acting Secretary

Gy Dot e

Jimmie Yee
President
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Suspension: of Police Officer .

WALLACE GROVES '

o BEFORE THE CIVIL SERVICE BOARD OF

' THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO

In the Matter of the.

. FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS. .

T e Nt et et

The'above:entitled matter;Wasfheard”on,JulyI27;jl976yrat
1:30 p.m., before the CivilVService'Board;of the City of Sacra;E[,~E

mento. Follow1ng ‘the hearlng, the»Board:convened in executive- -

'session and by'unanlmouS'vote of 1ts members made the follow1ng

findings-’ .

1. On the nlght of Augustv7; 1975 Offlcer Grotes was
drinking alcohol at Rattlesnake chk's Bar at 20th and L Streets;}ﬁﬁ
SacramentO' Callfornla._ Durlng the events descrlbed hereln |
Ofcher Groves was 1ntox1cated | J

2. Officer Groves became 1nvolved ln a verbal altercatlon

with a female patron concernlng moneyiwhlch'Offlcer Groves_be_-'

lieved he had placed"on'theubar, and_which.he.believed;was'takend

by the female patron

'3. The bartender attempted to medlate the dlspute : Officer
Groves then emptied the contents of hlS pockets on the. bar
After emptylng the contents of hls_pOCkets on the bar, Offlcer'
Groves:drew a loadedt9;millimeter automatic'pistOI "The pistol:.
was a Smith and Wesson Model 39 and was the prlvate property of
Offlcer Groves. | |

I 4. Offlcer Groves unloaded the automatlc-plstol by worklng
the: slide actlon; By using this method, each bullet was placed

in the firing. chamber and then individually ejected ‘from the gun |
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| unloadlng an: automatlc plstol is to. release the magazmne,

- was Jndeed on durlng these events, .

,weapqn,

and dntofthe bar.
The method used by Offlcer Groves was an 1mproper and

dangerous method of unloadlng the plstol The proper method of

||t‘ ,
remov1ngﬁj

,all the bullets at one tlme vw:th the exceptlon of the bullet 1n'"f;

the rlrlng.chamber,vwhlch can-be removed only'by worklng the‘a-'”
| : '

slide~to:extract it. Thls proper technlque of unloadlng reduces'ﬂg:

|l the poss1blllty of acc1dentally flrlng the plstol

If Offlcer Groves had testlfled he would have 1nd1cated

that, to the best of hlS knowledge the'weapon s.safetyfcatchm:'
p : o o

Was on durlng the events descrlbed hereln

If'the'safetY“catdh“‘h g
1t would have been v1rtually

1mpos31ble for Offlcer Groves to have acc1dentally flred the'

“5. " The bartender_and patrons-were’alarmed!andfintimidatedyg
by Oﬁflcer Groves actions‘in.drawing the pistolgand‘then;unlOad+u;ﬁ

ing ﬂt by. ejectlng each bullet 1nd1v1dually.;
I

56;r After Offlcer Groves unloaded the plstol he slammed lt f'

down?on the bar :

The bartender hurrledly selzed the plStOl and

concealed it under the bar.

awayufrom Offlcer Groves)

After-the_bartender,got the_plstolg'

an off duty-deputy-sheriff1Wh0aWaS‘aed

patrdn'in-the bar,

called the Sacramento Pollce Department

call and took Offlcer Groves home
H

Offlcers of the Sacramento Pollce Department responded to the g

Based on-these flndlngs,
ﬁ . B _ _

conclusions:

the uoard reached the follow1ng

1. The'letter’of'susPension.from Chief_Kinney to-Officerv

Groves will be‘amended'to_delete "(e) insubordination” from line |
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3 of the flrst paragraph of the second page.:j-
32; vOfflcer_Groves appeal is otherw1se denled

- 3. Officer Groves' actlons v1olated DepartmentaL Ruleq

and Regulations including,_lnter'alla, Sectlon 32 22 "Dlsplay-s

1ng of Flrearms"

4;. The dlsc1p11nary action. was based on good cause, Was--'»'”

not_éxcess;ve, and the three day suspen31on is therefore sustalnedJ

~ ,Dated: August 17, 1976

CIVIL SERVICE BOARD .

- Pre51dent




