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ANIMAL CARE SERVICES CITIZENS ADVISORY

October 24, 2006

ATTENDANCE

Members Staff

Pat Wilcox (absent) Donna Wicky

Mary Bruck Katherine Vos (absent)
Moe Ortiz Hector Cazares

Molly Kenneth
Debra Armstrong
Ashle Crocker

Note: MSP is used in the minutes as an abbreviation to indicate Moved, Seconded and Passed.
MSF is used in the minutes as an abbreviation to indicate Moved, Seconded and Failed.

L CALL TO ORDER and ROLL CALL

Meeting called to order at Law Offices of Remy, Thomas, Moose and Manley (RTMM) at
6:05 p.m. by co-chairperson Mary Bruck.

Il. REVIEW AND APPROVE MINUTES OF 9-26-06 (Minutes Missing)

The minutes are missing from the last meeting. The Committee reviewed the
volunteer summary and Manager's Report provided by Donna Wicky, and agreed
that these documents reflect the discussion that took place at the September
meeting. The Committee voted to Approve Manager’'s Report and Volunteer
Summary from September 26, 2006, as the meeting minutes for September,
2006. Ashle Crocker abstained from approving the minutes, as she was not in
attendance at the September meeting.

. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT

Marge Carpenter brought information regarding the ASPCA program called
“matchability” which matches donors with dogs in shelters. Marge and Debra attended
a meeting at ASPCA that described the program. Marge will distribute to Hector and
Donna following the meeting.

Hector introduced Peter Pascoe and Caroline McKune, and said that they are interested
in conducting some studies on animals at the shelter at the spay-neuter clinic, so Hector
wanted Peter and Caroline to address the Committee directly regarding their studies.

Peter Pascoe is an anesthesiologist at UC Davis. Peter said that one of the issues in
pain management for animals is that, to date, there is little evidence regarding what is
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effective and what is not. The study that Caroline is proposing is designed to address
the use of local anesthetics to block the incision site. The local anesthetics are similar
to local blocks given to humans at the dentist. The aim of the study is to reduce pain for
animals. Peter and Caroline believe that the shelter is a good place to do this, because
there is one veterinarian so they can eliminate some variables such as students doing
the surgeries at UC Davis.

‘Caroline Mckune, UC Davis, described the proposed study and protocol. Caroline is a

veterinarian and got her degrees from Davis. She is training to be an anesthesiologist.
The project she is proposing is a clinical trial, which indicates that the project reflects the
current standards of care, not outdated standards. The purpose of the study is to
determine whether the local anesthetic reduces the pain in animals. If it won’t reduce
pain, it is valuable for vets to know so that they won’t waste time or money doing
procedures that won't work. Similar studies have been done on humans, and have
proved that the pain blocks are effective.

For the study, Caroline will use local anesthetics, and will use many subjective
measures and charts and procedures to objectively to measure the reactions of the
animals that receive these anesthetic blocks. The amount of pressure applied to the
animal will be capped at a maximum amount of pressure, to ensure that if the animal is
not responsive to pressure it will not be exposed to extreme pain/pressure.

Dr. Warner has reviewed the protocol, and is supportive. UC Davis will provide all
funding for drugs and materials. No cost burden to the shelter.

Caroline assured the Committee that the shelter was not chosen as a test site because
the animals are not owned:; it is because they want a doctor that is experienced as Dr.
Warner.

Caroline and Dr. Warner have done a pilot test on one dog already. The nerve block
appeared to produce low pain. It appeared based upon this preliminary test that the
local blocks might have a very promising place in veterinary medicine.

Debra asked about age restrictions on the animals. Caroline said that any animal
younger than 4 months or older than 8 years will not be part of the study.

Moe asked what constitutes “reaction” by an animal. Caroline said it is any reaction by
the animal, including a glance in their direction. Dogs are the only animals used in the
study.

Teresa Johnson questioned whether different breeds and sizes might impact the study.
Peter said the thresholds to stimulus are fairly consistent across breeds.

Mary expressed a concern that the study would reduce the amount of room for other
shelter dogs — and possibly reduce the amount of shelter space because of the 24 hour
holding period. Caroline said that she estimates the program will take 6 weeks to
complete the study on 60 dogs. They will put a maximum cap of 2 to 3 dogs per day.
The dogs can stay in Dr.Warner's holding area so that the study dogs would not take up
space in the shelter.

Caroline also pointed out that, if at any time Dr. Warner thinks anything in the study has
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negative impacts, she can call off the study.

Mary asked about follow up study, beyond the 24 hour holding period. Peter said they
are looking just at the immediate effect and over 24 hours.

Mary pointed out that many animals at the shelter are compromised by stress. She
questioned whether this is taken into account when considering the shelter for the
study. Caroline said that Dr. Warner must deem the animal fit for surgery.

Molly asked whether dogs show pain consistently across the board. Caroline said there
will be a pre-surgery measurement of sensitivity and stimulus to get a baseline
measurement.

Peter and Caroline explained that the study is funded by the Center for Companion
Animal Health. The only financial benefit to the shelter is that they cover their supplies.

The Committee thanked Peter and Caroline for coming, and advised that the shelter
would get back to them with a decision.

Hector advised the Committee that he already told Caroline the shelter was not
interested, but he invited them to come and talk to the Committee. Hector said the idea
of research makes him uneasy — he wants to provide a sanctuary for animals.

Mary said pain management is a good idea, but the shelter might not be the best place
for this type of research. Hector said he also considered the fact that he has an
important relationship with UC Davis, and he is not opposed to research, but he does
not want the shelter animals to be used.

Mary asked if denying this project would adversely impact the shelter’s relationship with
UC Davis. Hector said he did not think so.

Mary said that this item needs to be put on next month’s agenda for approval or denial.
The Committee agreed.

IV. STATUS REPORT ON THE “DEFINING ADOPTABILITY” PROJECT

Kathy Vos is still on extended leave. Hector said the defining adoptability project met
once since the last meeting. They continue to define “adoptable” and “treatable”, and
what type of situations warrant euthanization. Talks continue, but there is not a lot to
report on.

The Committee agreed Hector would provide a report quarterly rather than every month,
as suggested by Moe.

Molly asked if Kathy’s absence is slowing down the progress of this project. Donna said
no, that there has not been a meeting in some time because staff had not been
consistently present.

V. INFORMATION ITEMS
a. Division Manager’s Report
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Hector passed out the report.

1) Facilities/equipment. The shelter was supposed to meet with contractors today, but they
did not show up. The focus is on the get acquainted area, and Hector hopes for a
December completion. While the area is under construction, they will use the new
exercise buildings next door for getting acquainted.

Tree trimmers will come out this Monday through Wednesday to remove a sick pecan
j tree that is dying next to the volunteer trailer.

| Cattery design was approved by the mayor, and the architect is proceeding.

2) Law & Leg Committee. County’s anti-breeding ordinance focuses on the difference
between altered and unaltered animal license fees. Hector hopes this is a catalyst for
people to alter their animals, but they also want spay neuter program in place to help
people that can't afford alteration. Hector said he can anticipate and strategize
opposition better, and learn from the County process. Also, most of the breeders are in
the County, and the City Council is animal friendly, so Hector thinks we will have better
luck at the City to get the ordinance passed. He is also working on dog barking and dog
biting ordinances.

3) Volunteer Hours. Total for September is 1,781 hours, 126 volunteers. 792 hours caring
for 80 foster animals. Hector reported there is an upcoming volunteer event at Grace
Foundation, and a dinner for volunteers to follow.

4) ACTs. 2 new ACTs hired, both are limited term employees.
5) 3 permanent ACT positions also open — interviews next week.
6) New advisory committee members will be appointed by the Mayor next month.

7) Tour of facility. Hector was contacted by the Sonoma County shelter months ago
because they are having a lot of issues as a result of a recent study showing problems
with management. They were interested in Hector's advice. They hired a new director
and want to model their shelter after Sacramento. 11 or 12 people came to tour the
shelter and talk to staff about policies and practices. They expressed that they were very
impressed with the shelter.

8) Sac Bee columnist asked to go on a ride along, and one is scheduled this afternoon with
Officer Sliwa.

9) The new laptops are working well for the field officers. Hector wants to also get GPS so
that the shelter knows where the officers are at all times. He says this will help with
officer safety.

10) Revenues. License revenues doubled what the shelter projected from this point last
year. The revenues go back to the general fund, and Hector thinks the shelter needs
more employees, which could be funded at least in part by license revenues.

11) Hector has been meeting with SSPCA. Rick from SSPCA has a new spay and neuter
clinic under construction. Hector would like all feral cat managers to have access to free
spay and neuter. Mary expressed her support for this. At the clinic, they will have
equipment that works with a special collar to track mother cats and lead the staff to find
the kittens. Hector would like one of these, and loan it out to colony managers to help
them with population control.

12) Pet coupons. Hector is trying to meet with PetSmart, to get them to sponsor responsible
pet owner coupons. Field officers could use these coupons to give out to responsible
owners that have their dogs on leashes, using doggy bags, etc. Mary asked if others
might be interested, and suggested that PetSmart might not be the best since they
advocate de-clawing as part of a kitten package that offers either de-clawing or spay.
Hector will look into other possible stores like PetCo or Western Feed.
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Debra asked if officers would be willing to pass out a flyer that advertises free spay or
neuter. Hector said yes. They currently hand out some information, but Hector said the
shelter needs to do more in terms of marketing literature. He reports the shelter is
working on a brochure, and every officer will take the brochures with them.

b. Training Update
VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS

Next meeting will be Mary’s final meeting. Hector suggests that the Committee do something to
say goodbye. Next meeting might also the last meeting of the year, if we combine the
November/December meeting. Debra said that for November and December we set aside the
last Tuesdays. So, the last meeting of the year will be the last Tuesday in November, Tuesday
the 28" at City Hall. Hector will provide food and beverages as a good-bye and thank you party
for Mary.

Moe attended the SPCA art and auction event. She said it was very good. Hector went as well.

Ashle reported that she attended an animal law conference in Portland, and was excited to learn
about what is being done in the legal profession to protect animal rights.

Moe said that she had heard of recent instances where protective orders were issued for pets,
to protect them from abusive owners. Hector said some women'’s shelters allowed pets to come
to protect the pets from retaliation.

VIl. SET FUTURE AGENDA
Agenda items:
1) Call to order and roll call
2) Review and approve minutes of 10-24-06
3) General public comment

4) Quarterly shelter statistics for 2006 year end. To be sent to Committee 1 week prior
to November/December meeting.

5) Focus Fund through September 2006. To be sent to Committee 1 week prior to
November/December meeting.

6) Information items

7) Vote on UCD proposal for the pain study (action item)
8) Announcements

9) Set future agenda

10) Adjournment

VIl ADJOURNMENT

Moe presented a motion to adjourn, seconded by Debra. MSP by unanimous vote.
Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p. m.
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