DEPARTMENT OF.,PARKS S - CITY OF SACRAMENTO L 1231 I STREET

AND COMMUNITY SERVICES - ’ CALIFORNIA =~ - SUITE 400
' - . , . SACRAMENTO, CA
ROBERT P. THOMAS: : . : 95814-2977
DIRECTOR . - S Mav . 7
- _ : t ' May-19, 198 916-449-5200
G. ERLING LINGGI - - _ : o = }
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR . ' . ' » ‘ . DIVISIONS: ‘
CROCKERARTNHEEUM
’ ' o _ GOLF :
Transportatlon and- Communlty Development Committee 4 METROPOLITAN ARTS -
o o © MUSEUM & HISTORY
Sacramento, Callfornla L . o  PARKS
_ : S . S ' RECREATION.
‘Honorable Members In‘Session:' e ‘ R Z00.

SUBJECT= lerary Master Plan = Sacramento Museum and HlStOPY Comm1s51on s
' Recommendatlons

SUMMARY

ThlS report transmlts the recommendatlons of 'the Sacramento Wuseum and qutory
Comm1331on regarding the Library Master Plan. ‘

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Over recent months, the Sacramento Museum and History Commission members have
been exploring the impact of the. Library Master Plan project with staff of the
Sacramento Housing and Redevelopment Agency, Library, -and. Planning
Departments. The Commission has studied and was briefed on the merits and
current status of the structures identified as having hlstorlcal or
'archltectural significance, Those structures are; t

1. The‘Maih Library. .

2. The prev1ous1y identified St Louis Saloon (Current research suggests
“the name is incorrect.) ) ' -

3. 805 J Street.
4. The California Hotel.

The Sacramento Museum and History Commission, on April 27, 1987, addressed the
attached letter to the City Council on the Library Master Plaﬁ {Exhibit A).
The. Commission expresses concern for historic and archltectural resources and
preservatlon of those resources associated with the library project. The
Commission also questions -the adequacy of historic and/or archltectural

- research. : :
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The Commission is very supportive of Fhe library prbject, but under City
Ordinance No. 3232 would not be fulfilling its responsibility if it did not

investigate the library project's impact on historic resources and advise the

City Coun01l of those impacts. M

|

Baseduupon available research, the Commission recognizes that of four structures

on the block that are acknowledged as| having historic and architectural merit,
one of those four, the California Hotel, is not of such significant historic
architectural merit as to limit develépment on the proposed block. The
Commission suggests that the highest level of sensitivity be accorded the

library. The California Hotel buxldlng, although it represents a locally unlquef

hotel style and is included in the Clty s Historically Significant Structures
list, is not found by the Commission to be of sufficient architeectural or.
historical merit to warrant its preservatlon at the cost of: developing the
library complex. Should the structure s site be included in the library
project, The Commission recommends con51derdt10n be made to salvage any
significant details that might be re- utlllzed such as arched windows,
hand-painted tile risers in interior stairways, and so forth.

The Commission also recommends the foiloWing:

|

1. Relocate the facade of the SF Louis Saloon to a suitable publlc place
location, displayed as a piece of art. - :

2. Preserve the facade at the address of 805 J Street in place and have
project architects 1ncorporate it into their proposed colonnade

3. Preserve equally the interior as well as the exterior of the Central
Library. ' ‘

The City’Planning Department's Preserqation Directaor hés addressed the

Commission and was supportive of the Commission's concerns for three -of the four .

: . . \ L .
structures. Short of concurring with !the Commission's sentiment toward the

California Hotel, he acknowledged the Commission's feelings about that building.

The acting Library Director and Deputy Director of the Sacramento Housing and
Redevelopment Agency have both reviewed the Comm1331on s proposals but ‘have not
issued any formal responses. |
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RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Transportatlon and Community Development Committee -

review the Commission’'s report and refer it to the full Clty Council for
information.

Respectfully submitted,

-’ROBERT P. THOMAS, Director
Parks and Community Services

Approved for Information:

DAVID R MARTINEZ
Deputy City Manager

June 16, 1987

PT: ja District No. 1
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SACRAMENTO MUSEUM 4 _ JAMES E. HENLEY
AND HISTORY COMMISSION -. _ | EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
1930 J STREET SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 April 27, 1987 s

TELEPHONE (916) 447-2958

City Council
Sacramento, California

Honorable Members in Sessibn:
: . ’ l .
SUBJECT: Library Master Pﬁan (Block Study 8,9,I,7)

SUMMARY

The Commission recognizes the follow1ng historical factors and
public policy issues associated with the librarv expansion.
Theyvy are as follows:

1. Unlike most other|downtown city blocks affected by the
Sacramento Hou51ng and Redevelopment Agency projects or
the County's jail|project, no basic block historv has
been developed to|evaluate historical or archaeological
resources.

—- 2. Four structures are recognized as having
architectural/historical value. Thev are the
California Hotel,ESt. Louis Saloon (as identified on
the Preservation Board 1list), 805 "J" Street, and the.
existing Central Library. :

Based upon available information, the Commission urges that the
varties directly involved with this project consider the
following recommendations qelative to the four structures.

| .
These recommendations are being sent to the Citv Preservation
Director, Sacramento: Hou81ﬂg and Redevelopment Agencv and
Sacramento Housing and Redevelooment Commission.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION |

The Sacramento Museum and glstorv Commission has had the
opportunity to review the atatus of the library project to be
developed on the citvy blockfbound by 8,9,I,J streets.

|
The Commission is very sunobrtive of the library expansion
project. The Commission would like to make known its position
relative to potential hlstorlcal resources which mav be impacted
by the project. It feels its position.should be understood bv
all the significant parties| shaping that effort.

1
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The California Hotel although it represents a locally unigue
hotel style and is included in the City's Historically
Significant Structures list, the Commission finds the bulldlng
not to be of sufficient architectural or historical merit to
warrant its preservation at the cost of developing the library
complex. Should the structure s site be-included in the librarv
project, consideration should be made to salvage any significant

- details that might be reutilized. Examples: arched windows,

hand- palnted tlle risers 1n 1nter10r stairway, etc.

The St. Louls Saloon is an early structure whlch shows .
‘considerable evolution of use and architectural stvle. The
Commission recognizes the front facade as a text of downtown

' ;hlStOFY and - endorses the idea of treating this facade like a

piece of public art. It should be relocated to a sultable
public location w1th1n the lJbrary project.

.The address of 805 "J" Street is a unigue two story brick
structure: domlnated by a large-central arch. . The- Comm1s51on
urges that the facade be preserved .in. place and the nro;ect
architects be advised to 1ncornorate the facade 1nto their -
Drooosed coxonnade around the: project area

Tbe Central lerarv is: the most archltecturallv and hlstorlcallv
significant structure within the project area. The Commission

. urges all parties to acknowledge the value and need to preserve

'this structure with that concern extending equally to the major
1nter10r architectural elements as well as the exterlor of the
structure.

VOTE OF COWMISSION a

.-The CommlsSLOn unanlmously adopted the follow1ng
recommendatlons

RECOMMENDATTON

t

;;‘. The Callfornla Hotel mav be removed 1f an enlarged
library project ‘is desirable.

2. Relocate the facade of the St. Louis Saloon to a

sultable public nlace locatlon, displaved as a piece of
- aI‘t . T

‘ 3."'Rreserve the'faCadefat the address. of 805 ?J"‘Street*iﬁf-
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place and have project arch:tects incorporate it 1nto

-thelr Dronosed colonnade

Preserve. euually the 1nter10r as well as the exterlor”

of the Central ﬂlbrary

i
t
i
I
i

| D Respectfully submitted, *

P Comm1531on
| S
. May 19, 1987 : S
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