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Honorable Members in Session

Subject: COMMUNICABLE DISEASE TEST INITIATIVE STATUTE

SUMMARY

As the problems of AIDS becomes even more ominous in California and -
throughout the world, it behooves ‘all of us to find ways to better
cope with the problems. The short range thrust appears to focus on
education and prevention.. . However, the health and safety of the

_public, victims of sexual crimes, peace- officers, firefighters, and -
. custodial personnel who may come:into contact with infected persons

have not been adequately protected by 1law.  The purpose of the
initiative is to require information that may be vital to the health
and safety of the victims of certain crimes, peace offlcers,
firefighters and emergency' medical personnel put at risk in the
course of thelr off1c1a1 dutles.,

BACKGROUND L

Present law does not permit an adult or child who is a victim of a
sexual assault to find out if. they have been infected with AIDS or
any other "sexually "transmitted diseases. - Peace officers,
firefighters, and emergency medical personnel who are assaulted and
exposed to blood or other body fluids have no right to learn if they
have been contaminated with a possible fatal disease. "~ Individuals
that work -in prisons, jails, or juvenile detention centers have no
way of obtaining information as to which prisoners have been infected
with AIDS related diseases. . The Communicable Disease Test Initiative

Statute requires courts in criminal and juvenile matters to order

persons charged with certain sex offenses or certain assaults on .
peace officers, flreflghters, or - _emergency. medical personnel- to
provide specimens of blood for: testing for Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome (AIDS), AIDS related conditions and other  communicable

diseases. It prov1des for notification to. spec1f1ed persons of test_-ﬁ

results. It also requlres medical personnel in correct10nal



Law and Legislation cOmmittee
Page 2

facilities to report ‘inmate exposure to such diseases and notice to

personnel who may come in contact with such inmates. ~ It also

provides for confidentiality of information reported;::t;:;:; bt I

‘The initiative is‘‘necessary" becaise’ the - tegjslature hag féited to T YT

pass a bill that would provide’ Yot thedé protectiéns. ° . ‘3 A
COMMENDATION © __— '

The City of Sacramento . endorse ‘the Communicable Disease . Test
Initiative Statute.- Cee :

‘Sincerely,

. ARNS
IEF OF POLICE

JPK:1f

Ref: 3-19
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. sonnel, to provide specimens of blood for testing for acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS), AIDS-
related conditions and other communicable diseases, Provides notification to specified persons of test
results. Requires medical personnel in correctional facilities to report inmate exposure to such diseases
and notice to personnel who come in contact with such inmates. Provides confidentiality of information
reported. Summary of estimate by Legisiative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal Impact on state
and local governments: The costs of judicial proceedings to local governments and laboratory costs to
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