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CONSENT
Ju ly 17, 2007

Honorable Mayor and
Members ofthe City Council

Title: Ordinance Repealing Articles X11 and X11! of Chapter 8i00 of the
Sacramento City Code and Reenacting Article XV Relating to Vacant
Buildings

Location/Council District: City-wide

Recommendation: 1) Review an Ordinance repealing Articles X11 and X111 of Chapter 81QO of
the Sacramento City Code and reenacting Article XIl relating to Vacant Buildings; 2) review a
Resolution amending the fee schedule for vacant buildings as defined in Sacramento City
Municipal Code Chapters 804, 8O8, 8.96 , or 8.100; 3) direct Code Enforcement staff to create a
vacant building team; and 4} pass for publication the Ordinance title as required by Sacramento
City Charter 32c to be adopted on July 24F 2OQ7.

Contact: Max Fernandez, Director of Code Enforcement, (91 6) 848T794O; Randy Stratton,
Code Enforcement Manager, (916) 808-6497

Presenters: Max Fernandez, Director of Code Enforcement; Randy Stratton, Code
Enforcement Manager

Department* Code Enforcement

Division: Housing & Dangerous Buildings

Organization No. 4653

Description/Analysis

Issue. At the requestof Council member Sar^^^ ^^^^dy, staff looked into amending the
node to provide stiffer penalties and a faster turnaround on vacant and boarded up
buildings. These buildings often attracttransients and criminals, including drug users..
The use of vacant buildings by transients or criminals can create a fire hazard to the
building or adjacent buildings if used for primitive cooking or heating methods. Vacant
properties are often used as dumping grounds for junk and debris and are often
overgrown with weeds and grass. Vacant buildings that are public nuisances discourage
economic development and affect property values.
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In the evaluation of the vacant building ordinancet Code Enforcement dedicated staff to
assess the volume of work and the process of citing vacant buildings that are a public
nuisance and on focus efforts on vacant building cases in the cit}rn

The current Sacramento City Code relating to vacant and boarded residential buildings
allows ^^ days before a vacant or boarded up building may be determined to be a public
nuisance and aproperty owner fined. The proposed ordinance will decrease that time to
^^ days thereby shortening the time before a monitoring fee is imposed and repairs are
required.

The current vacant building ordinance is cumbersome due to the fact the ordinance
contains its own process for lmposing, appealing and collecting the penalty. The revised
ordinance places the hearing process under chapter 1 .28 General Penalty of the
Sacramento Municipal Code, which staffis farniliarwith and uses on a regular basis. The
revised ordinance imposes the administrative penalty in 30 days versus 90 days as
stated in the original ordinance.

The proposed ordinance replaces the current annual vacant building monitoring fee of
$41 1 with a monthly monitoring fee of $150 and an enforcement response fee of $150 as
set by resolution (Attachment4)forvacant buildings constituting public nuisances. The
enforcement response fee will be assessed each time Code Enforcement staff is required
to inspect the property.

Policy Considerations: This ordinance will have a significant impact on long-term
vacant and boarded buildings in the City of Sacramento.. It is anticipated that this
ordinance will encourage compliance with building and safety codes which in turn will
make the City safer and more economically viable.

Environmental Considerations: This staff recommendation does not constitute a
"project" and therefore is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
according to Section 15061 (b)(1) and 15378(b)(3)ofthe CEQA guidelines.

Committee Recommendations. On May 15, 2007, the Law & Legislation Committee
unanimously approved ^^aifFs recommendation to forward to City Council the proposed
amendments.

Rationale for Recommendation: These code revisions are presented to the Law &
Legislation Committee with the purpose of streamlining and consolidating the current City
Code provisions regarding vacant buildings. Imposing a shortened tirneframe on
buildings posing apublic nuisance will help promote the City's safety, livability and
economic vitality. As the housing market and economic conditions have resulted in
greater numbers of foreclosed properties, the proposed ordinance will allow the City to
keep pace with monitoring those properties and prevent the deterioration of
neighborhoods. Ullitln the anticipated volume of work, a special team will be required to
focus solely on vacant buiIdings.
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Financat Considerations:

The anticipated workload will require the assignment of staff focusing solely on monitoring the
increased number of public nuisance building cases. Staff recommends the establishment of a
vacant building monitoring team consisting of 2.0 FTE building inspectors. I .0 FTL rode
enforcement officer and one suppor^ staff position from existing FTE positionsn

In IwllO7F the City has charged vacant building monitoring fees and penalties totaling $71,500.
Most of this revenue was generated since January 2007 when staff began focusing on vacant
buildin g violations.. By focusing efforts on monitoring vacant building cases under the revised

T ^

^^^^^1^ $400,000 to beordinance, Code Enforcement expects to charge fees total i ng approx i mately
r

deposited into the General Fund.

Emerging Small Business Development (ESBD):

Not applicable. No goods or services are being purchased.

Respectfully Submitted by:
MAX B. FENDEZ

Code Enforcejr16nt Di ecfior

Recommendation Approved;

RAY RERR1DGE
City Manager
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Attachment I

BACKGROUND

Overview:

Vacant buildings can be a major cause and source of biight in both residential and
nonresidential neighborhoods, especially when the building fails to be maintained and
managed by the owner. These buildings can be a liahUity to the neighborhood arid
often attracttransients and crimina's, including drug users. The use of vacant buildings
by transients or criminals can create a fire hazard to the building or adjacent buildings if
used for primitive cooking or heating methodst Vacant properties are often used as
dumping grounds for junk and debris and are often overgrown with weeds and grass.
Vacant buildings that are public nuisances discourage economic developifient and
affect property values.

The Code Enforcement Housing and Dangerous Building team, with the help of
neighborhood associations, has currently opened and identified 300 vacant properties.
The revised ordinance will enable Code Enforcement staff to cite these properties much
sooner if the owner is not actively rehabilitating the property for occupation, or is
allowing the vacant property to become a blight upon the community.

The vacant building code is enforceable through Articles XV and X111 of the Sacramento
Municipal Code. The current code limits Cade Enforcement's ability to quickly impose
penalties allowing 90 days (Section 8.1 O0Fl1 I 80 monitoring fees) until a vacant building
can be citedr In addition, the current section does not identify vacant buildings as a
public nuisance,

The proposed ordinance provides the following changes to tees and penalties for public
nuisance vacant buildings;

0 Eliminates rr^onitoringfees inArticle XVofthe Housing Code in its entirety
(8. 1 00. 1 1 70 8. 1 00. 1 1 90) and creates monitoring ^^^^ for vacant buildings that
are public nuisances. This fee shall be set by resolution ofthe City Council. The
fee shall he imposed upon the initial determination that the vacant building
constitutes a public nuisance pursuant to 8.04, 8.08, Sfi96, or 8. 100 and then
periodically thereafter, as set by resolution of the City Council, as long as the
vacant building remains a public nuisance

0 An owner of a vacant building in violation of the amended section may now be
cited after an initial ^^ days and every 30 days thereafter, rather than in the 90
day timetrar^e contained in the old code section.

C The administrative penalty procedures in the Sacramento Municipal Code
Section 1 R2801 0(C)(3) may now be applied 30 days, instead of 90 days, after a
vacant building has been declared a nuisance. The code will continue to impose
$1 ,000 penalty amounts for a first violation and $5,000 for every subsequent
violation.
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While the revisions to the code aflouu an owner to keep ^ bui'ding vacant and boarded,
the owner may not keep the vacant and boarded building in a state of disrepair for more
than 30 days, unless the owner is actively rehabilitating the property, has offered it for
occu pancy, or is actively maintaining the property so it does not become a blight upon
the neighborhood. By imposing these requirements on the owner, and reducing the
time for compliance with these requirements, the revised code will help promote the
livability in neighborhoods and promote economic vitality of businesses,

Streamline Process:

This ordinance will streamline the existing Vacant and Boarded Building code sections
by providing the following:

0 Reducing the time for compliance with the Code (Section 81 00. 1 230 and
81 00., 1250)

0 Requiring that boarding be in compliance with city standards (Section
8i 00.1224)

0 Standardizing the Administrative Penalty sections to comply with the general
remedies contained in Chapter t28 afthe Code (Section 8.100.1250)

0 Addresses building maintenance and prevention of blight conditions, including
signage listing the owner's contact information (Section 8. ^ ^Oi 230(2)(b) and
Section 8.100.1240(f))..

0 Imposes a monitoring fee upon vacant properties that become public nuisances
pursuant to chapters 8.04, 8.08, 8.96, or 8.100 ofthe code (Section 8.100.1260)„

Notice Requirements:

This ordinance places a new requirement of posting a notice in acanspicuous place on
the front of the building stating the name, address, and phone number of the applicable
owners of the property (Section 8.100, 1240).

Lncreased Foreclosures:

Due to the recent sharp rise in foreclosures, the number of vacant buildings is likely to
rise, thus increasing the importance of faster citing and streamlined pracess.
Foreclosures within Sacramento address zip codes were virtually non-existent with only
five reported in February 2005n By May 2007, 249 foreclosures were reported in the
same zip codes (,Attachment 5).

Notices of Default are a leading indicator of probable foreclosures and have increased
nearly five times within city of Sacramento address zip codes from 128 in January 2005
to 612 in IIIIay 2007. Approximately 2,600 Notices of Default have been filed during the
first five months of 2007 which is considerably ahead of the pace for Notices of Default
filings of over 3,200 for the entire year of 2006.. The sharpest increase came recently
from 521 in April 2007 to 612 in May 2007. ^
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The greater Sacramento area ranks seventh in the nation for foreclosure activity, which
includes default notices, auction sale notices and bank repossessions? Sacramento
County set a record for Notices of Default in the first quarter of 2007 with 3,234, nearly
three times the number of Notices of Default in the first quarter of 2006

StaffIng:

Under the revised ordinance, a team of staff will he established to focus on vacant
^buildingsFl Building inspectors will work collaboratively with code enforcement officers to

handle clean-up and investigation outside of vacant buildings which are determined to

I be a public nuisance. The impact tothe administrative support staffwill include an
increased number cases, notices, invoices, appeals and hearings.

2 Sacramento Business Journal, June 12, 2007
^ DQ News April 16, 2007

6



Vacant Building Code July 17, 2007

Attachment 2
ORDINANCE NO.

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council
On

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ARTICLES XV AND XV[ OF
CHAPTER 8.10Q OF THE SACRAMENTO CITY CODE
AND REENACT[NG ARTICLE XV RELATING TO VACANT
BUILDINGS

BE fT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO:

SECTION t Articles XV and XVI of Chapter 8.104 (Sections 8.100.1 170 through
&1OO138O) of the Sacramento Cfty Code are repealed.

SECTION ^. Article X'U of Chapter 8.1 00 of the Sacramento City Code is reenacted
to read as follows:

Ar^^^^^ XV Maintenance of'^^^^^^ BuiIdingsA

8:1001200 Findings-Vacant buildings..
The city council finds as follows:

A. When the owner of a vacant building fails to actively maintain and manage the
building, the building can become a major cause of blight iri both residential and nonresidential
neighborhoods. Vacant buildings that are boarded, substandard or unkempt properties, and
long-term vacancies discourage economic development and retard appreciation of property

values.

B. it is a responsibility of property ownership to prevent awned property from
hecoming a burden to the neighborhood and community arid a threat to the public health,

safety, or welfare.

Cn One vacant property that is not actively and well maintained and managed can
be the core and cause of spreading blight..

D. Owners of multiple buildings, either concurrently or serially, that are vacant and a
blight to the community are a significant problem in the city. Owners of multiple buildings who
fail to correct deficiencies and blighted conditions contribute to the decline of neighborhoods to
agreater extent than owners who own only one building.. Some owners have acquired multiple
vacant and blighted buildings at depressed prices and have not improved or cared for the
properties. It is in the interest of the welfare of neighborhoods that owners of muitiple properties
who fail to maintain properties and correct vacant and blighted buildings he subject to imposition
of higher administrative penalties in order to encourage these owners to correct violations of this

article in a prompt manner.
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^ ^ ^0i210 Vacant building defined.

For the purposes of this article, the term "vacant building„ means a building that is
unoccupied, or occupied by unauthorized persons for any amount of timen

8. 1O4. 1220 Required boarding of vacant buildings

A. For the purposes of this article, 1,hoardec" shall mean the covering of all entry
points, including all doors and windows, with plywood or other materials for the purpose of
preventing entry into the building by persons or animals.

B. Vacant buildings shall be boarded when the building can no ionger be secured
against intrusion by the closing and locking of doors and windows,

c, Vacant buildings that are immediately dangerous as defined in section 8.96120
of this code and are open and accessible to the general public may be summarily boarded by
the city, pursuant to section 8..96..390 ofthis code.

D^ Any building that is boarded, whether by voluntary action of the owner, or as a
result of enforcement activity by the city, shall be hoarded in compliance with city standards
promulgated by the City Manager, and approved by resolution of City Council..

81 00..1230 Vacant building penalty..
Na owner shall allow a building designed for human use or occupancy to be a

vacant building for more than thirty (30) days, unless one of the following applies;

^ n The building is the subject of an active building permit for repair or rehabilitation
and the owner is progressing diligently to complete the repair or rehabilitation.

2. The building meets all codes, does not contribute to blight, is ready for
occupancy, and is:

a. actively being offered for sale, 'ease, or rent, or

h. is actively being maintained and monitored by the ovunerf as defined in
section 8..100 1240

8.100.1240 Maintenance and Monitoring of Vacant Buildings

Active maintenance and monitoring shall include afl of the following:

a. Maintenance of landscaping and plant materials in good condition.

b. Maintenance ofthe exterior of the building, including but notlimited to paint and
finishes, in good condition.

c. Regular removal of all exterior trash, debris and graffiti..

d.. Maintenance at the building in continuing compliance with all applicable codes
and regulations.

e. Prevention of criminal activity on the premises, including but not limited to use
and sale of controlled substances, prostitution and criminal street gang activity,
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f. The posting of a notice in a conspicuous place on the front of the buiiding stating
the name, address, and telephone number of bath the owner and, if applicable, the owner's
agent in control of the building This notice shalt have lettering not less than two (2) inches high,

and shall be generally readable from at ieast thirty (30) feet away..

& I 00.F t 250 Administrative penalty..
Notwithstanding the provisions of section 1 .,28, O1O(C)(3) of this code, any owner of a

building that is in violation of section 8. 1 00, 1 230 shail be subject to an administrative penalty, in
an amount not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1 000..OO) per building for the first violation.

A second administrative penalty shall be imposed upon an owner pursuant to this article
if the owner's building remains in violation of section ^^ 1001230 thirty (30) days following the
imposition of the first administrative penalty,. Adcitianal penalties may be imposed in each thirty
(3q) day period following the imposition of an administrative penalty under this article.. Additional
penalties may he imposed so long as the violations continue. A second and any subsequent
penalty shall be in an amount not to exceed five thousand dollars ($5OOO..OO).

If a previous administrative penalty has been imposed pursuant to this article upon an
owner within two years of the date of the imposition of the present administrative penalty, and
that previous administrative penalty related to a vacant building other than the building presently
the subject of an administrative penalty, any penalty imposed shall he imposed pursuant to
section 1 ,28.010(D) of this code, but in no case shall it be less than two thousand dollars
($2,00O0O), nor more than ten thousand dollars ($1 0OOO0O).

8. I 00^ ^ 260 Monitoring Fee for Vacant Nuisance Properties

Any vacant building that also constitutes apublic nuisance as defined in chapters 804,
a,o81 8,]96, or 8.100 of this code shall be subject to monthly monitoring fees and enforcement
response fees, to recover the cityts regulatory costs to monitor and respond to the vacant
building. The separate monthly monitoring fee and enforcement response fee shall be set by
resolution of the City Council,. The monitoring fee shall be applicable even in the absence of
any action, administrative or otherwise, by the city pursuant to any other provision of the city
code The monitoring fee shall be imposed upon the initial determination that the vacant
building constitutes a public nuisance as defined in chapters 8,O4, 8.08, 8.96, or 8. 1 00 of this
code. The fee shall thereafter he imposed in each thirty (3D) day period fallowing the imposition
of the initial monitoring fee. On buildings requiring more than one (.1) involuntary city
enforcement response within arty thirty (30) day period, an additional and separate enforcement
response fee shall he imposed, for each response, upon the owner. Monitoring fees shall be
imposed as long as the vacant building remains a public nuisance as defined in those chapters.

Any mornitaring fee imposed pursuant to this section may he appealed and shall be
collected in the same manner as is specified in section 1 ,28.010(D) of this code.
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Attachment 3

ORDINANCE NO.

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council
On

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ARTICLES XV AND XV^ OF
CHAPTER 8.100 OF THE SACRAMENTO CITY CODE
AND REENACTING ARTICLE XV RELATING TO VACANT
BUILDINGS

BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SACRAMENTO:

SECTIO.N. 1, Articles X11 and XVI of Chapter ^^^^^ (Sections &1OO*11?O through
8.100.1380) afthe Sacramento City Code are repealedL
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by this a#i
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rI'1"'t'LS'G
r c ^
r ucv- r..zw•o•Gt„̂ .,,̂ eF

^^CTIO
!!• N ....2. ^^^^^^ XV of Chapter 8:1 00 of the Sacramento City Code is reenacted

to read as ^^^^ow^^

Article XV Maintenance of Vacant Buildings

100i200 Findings-Vacant ai-boaided-buildings..
The city council finds as follows:

A. ^can•t.buBdgs-are majo^ ,a^s^ .^^^^^^both re '^
the owner ofa te building fails to

actively maintain arid manage the not beme-a4iabil44y-to4he
^^^^ the buildin can become a major cause of bli ht [nboth residential and
nonresidenti^.l nei hborhoods, Vacant buildings w•h.htljt are boarded, substandard or
unkempt properties, and Iong-term vacancies discourage economic development and retard
appreciation of property values..

______lt is a responsibility of property ownership to prevent owned property from
becoming a burden to the neighborhood and community and a threat to the public health,
safety, or welfare.

a One vacant property whicthjis not actively and well maintained and managed
can be the core and cause of spreading blight.

^^Owners of multiple buildings ^ier copcurrently or serially, which are

vacant;be&de4 arid a blight to the community are a significant problem in the city.. Owners of

multiple buildings who fail to correct deficiencies and blighted conditions contribute to the

decline of neighborhoods to a greater extent than owners who own only one building.. Sorr^^
owners have acquired multiple vacant;-^aacded. and blighted buildin sat depressed prices and

have not improved or cared for the properties. It is in the interest of the welfare of

neighborhoods that owners of multiple properties who fail to maintain properties and correct
vacant and boade4bli ht^d buiIdings be subject to imposition of higher administrative penalties

in order to encourage &ah--thowners to correct violations of this article in a prompt manner..

4e-a4946-;460.i)

Bj00.^ 2ID 11^c..nt_buil^inp defined.

I*Qr.tlppses of this artlcle the t^rm `v?c .ant buildin.^.^.._^.^
,t means a buildin

unoccupied, or occ^ ied by. unaqth^rize.p ersans for an amgunt o.

^. IQP1220 Re uired b.ardjn ofvacant bu#Idin s

that is
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For the ur ases..o tthis arti^i^ ;'hoarded" shall m eanthe coverin g of aHentr

points , inciudin a Fl doorsarr:d windows vtirith l w oodor other materifor the ur pseof
r^y^ntin entry into the building b ersons or animals.

^. Vacant buil^in ^ ^h^ll he boardedwher^ thebuildinqcan no lanqer be secured
a^iainst intrusion b th^ cip^in and iackin ot cJ cars and windows

c. V.ar^t huiidlngs that are imrnediatal dan ^rous as injir^ ^e ction8.96. 120

ofthi^ code and areo^n and. pces sbie to the qenerai ubli^ r^^ be ^^mmarll boarded b

thecit ursu^nt to se ctlon 8.96,39Oofthis code.

D. An buildin that is boarded whether h voiuntaryaction ot theowner, or ^s a

result . of enfgrc^rnent activit b the c it shall he hoarded in com lianc^ v^lth cit stads

romul ated by the Cit ^Ilgna er anda raved b re^olution of City CounciL

8. ^ ^^^^^^ arded and-^lacant building penalty.
'A.
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•• , r^ h^ ^! 3 F 1^^ E F'Pf i c►,^•,^^r^_

BT No pespshaii allow ^ building designed for human use or occupancy to
a vacant building for more than e4ythjEy (0) days, unless one of the

^oHowing applies;

t The building is the subject of an active building perrnitfor repair or rehabilitation
and the owner is progressing diligently to complete the repair or rehabilitation.

a The building meets all codes, does not contribute to blight, is ready for
occupancy, and is,.,

actively being offered for salet lease, or rent

. b^i^ ^lr^tairred_andrr^onitoredl^ the ovu r^er as defined_ inisactiv. elY. ... ..... ^, ,,rr^
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• ^^^g inspeGfir,ns -detemin°s-that f^^^oes-to

and-nitorin4he••bu i idRft-sG it_^^^+

.

.. ^ . ..............•Maitennnnc3 nf lnr3^ng••an^jl^,r't ^'a{eriale in rrG^^^. "" r' ,

fiF4&es1_in good-cond i t i on
C, ---^^^^^^^ n' ^r^r fr^^h.r..^l^^^ nnr^ graffiti`

ad4eu1atGF

. 'of .
..._.. i^te^^

L]"Lfe.1•r̀ "
"g-R y" (P

494€464

8:100.1240 Maintenanceand ^^nitarir^ a1 ll^c^r^t Buil^ir^ ^
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Active maintenance andmonitarin sha.Ii incEuce ^Il ^f the followin :

a M^intenance of iandsca in an^ I^nt rn^t^rl^l^ ir^ ood condition.

b. Maintenance gf the exterior pf thebu ild ln including but not firnited to ^int and

cr Re ui^r rern.^^i ^f ^II ^^t^r^or trash dehr^s and raff

finishes in ood concitiQn,

d Maintenance of the huiidin ^n continuing com i^^n^e ^rith ^
.

... .. .... ^ ^ . :.. ......... ...........^... a^l^^h1^ ^^^^^
arid reguIationst

e, Prevention of criminal activity on the rerni. lnclucin hut not limited to use
and sale of controlled substancesi ^rostitution and criminal street ^^nci ^ctivftv

f. The ostin of a ^n.. icuous place on thefrant of the building .sgt.iq
the name, address. and telephone number of both the own.Lnd if applicable, the owners
a^nt in control af thebuildir^ This notice shall have ietterin not lessth.a. tvun (2) in.che^
and shall he cenerail v readable from at least thirty (30) feEt a

a.I 00.1250 Administrative penalty.
Notvuithstand.in thQ rc! .vi^ipns af section 1.28.0 1)fof this code, any owre-of--a

c"^^^'^ ^'i ^i^r^lir^r^ ^^rhfr-^h r°r-^+^o ' . ^ . ,
, .

&y-owner of a building in violation of sSection 8. 1 00. 1 2Q^ ef
^pshall be subject to an administrative penalty, in an amount not to exceed one
thousand dollars ($1,000n00) per building for the first violation.

A second e^e^^adr^lnistrative penaIty shall be imposed upon any owner
pursuant to this^^^ a^rtice if the ov^ner's building remains in violation of ^^teFsection
a i D.. 1.2Q ^^thi^,^O0) days following the imposition of the first administrative penalty.
Additional penalties may be imposed in each ^thir^(0) day period following the
imposition of an administrative penalty under this article. Additional penalties may be imposed
so long as the violations continue. A second and any subsequent penalty shall he in an amount
not to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000..00).

^ If a^ previous administrative penalty has been imposed ursuar^t tothi^ arti^leupor^ an

be

owner '^^^rithin two years of
the date of the^dmini^+ratE4{eir^ c^sition ^f th^ sent administrative penalt ^^, and
which revi^us administrative penalty relateds to a vacant building other than the building
b^^^^ ' ^ resentl thesub`of ar^^dr^ir^istrative penalty, any penalty
imposed shall beir^ osed pursuant to section ^.28,D.0(Q of thi^ cade hut ir^ r^.
iane less than two thousand doIlars ($2,00000)andnetjpj-more than ten thousand dollars

4( $ 1 0r0t^000), 4j

. . •

.

^e--'^e^

The hearing

n ^

E1(S 't 280 thrn i irr M
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a i oo. 1 260 Monitoring Fee for Vacant Nuisance Properties.

Any vacant building that also constitutes ^ ^^bHr nuisance as defined in chapters 8:04,
8O8, &96F or 810O of this code shali be subject to a-rnonthiy monitoring fees ar^d erjorcem^nt
res pornse fees to recover the city's regulatory casts to monitor arxd respond to the vacant

building. Thse separate month' rnonitorin fee••a rid enforcement res ^ns efee shall be set by
resolution of the City Council. The monitoring fee shall he applicabie even in the absence of
any action, administrative or otherwise, by the city pursuant to any other provision of the city

I code. The rnanitorin fee shaH he imposed upon the initia1 determination that the vacant
building constitutes a pub'ic nuisance as defined in chapters 804, 8M8, 896, or ftlOO of this

I code-aRd thcn eveEth4hure3ftec--a& ong-asAvaGaRt-bU ,
.

,^, f
' ` ' . The feeshai1therfter be .rflposed in ea ch thirty (Q

d^ period foilouvin the irn osition of theinitiai rnonitQrifl fee. On buildings requiring more
than oge (1)invountary cit enforcerr!^nt response within an thirt 3Q).c..a•p•eriod an
additional and separate enforcement response feeshail be imposed for each res ^ns^ u^n
the ovur^er. Monitorin fees shaUbe ir^ o...e. as Ion as the va.cant buikBn remains a public
nuisance as defined in those chapters.

Any monitoring fee imposed pursuant to this section may be appealed and shaH be
collected in the same manner as is specified in section t28.0i0(D) of this code.

^ f'1 r3 f`^ fY1 F F'1
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Attachment4

RESOLUTION NO

Adopted by the Sacramento City Council

APPROVING FEES RELATED TO VACANT NUISANCE PROPERTIES

BACKGROUND

A. The Law and Legislation Committee recommended adoption of an ordinance
that would amend vacant building monitoring and re-inspection fees pursuant to
Sacramento Municipal Code Chapter 8n 100. 1260 andto reduce thetime a
vacant building may constitute a public nuisance from ninety (90) to thirty (30)
^^^^.

a Any vacant building that also constitutes a public nuisance as defined in
chapters 804, 808, 896, or &100 ofthis code shall be subject to a separate
monthly monitoring fee to recover the city's regulatory costs to monitor the
vacant building.

a For additional responses within the 30 monitoring period, an enforcement
response fee is established to recover costs associated with securements and
abatements of vacant nuisance properties.

a Any boarded building as defined in chapter ^^ 0ft1220, whether by voluntary
action or as a result of enforcement activity by the city, shall be boarded in
compliance with city standards (see attached specifications).

BASED ON THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE BACKGROUND, THE CITY COUNCIL
RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. The Vacant Building Monitoring Fee of $411 is repealed.

Section 2. The City of Sacramento Fee and Charge Report is amended to include the
following fees.

Vacant Building Monthly Monitoring Fee $150

Vacant Building Enforcement Response Fee $150 per response

Section 3. Department fees and charges are hereby affirmed, as set forth in this
Resolution.
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BOARD-UP SPECIFICATIONS

A /" exterior plywood outer door shall be fitted to the front entry door casing with a maximum 118" clearance on
all sides. The plywood door shall be double hinged from the inside with hasp and padlock for securing. The
installation shall be such that all exposed bolt of screw heads cannot be removed (i.e. flatten ^^^^ew shank, peen
threads or double nuts). The installation should be non-interfering with the property's front entry (which shall
remain) and should open and c1^^^ freely from any obstructions

MINIMUM SPECIFICATION TO SECURE PROPERTY

All windows and daorsy except the front door, through with access to the interior of the dwelling is made,
shall be secured. All window boards will be fit to screen inset molding stop,

2 Plywood to be painted a neutral color,

Vent holes to be cut in and screened over

cadmium j/atei
11ic head, Eu/l and ^nczir^rg l7crrdii'crre may be galvanized or

3 ..? " rr^ir^ c°drr`rr'age bolt mated r1i/h iirrl and Iwo fbl
ti^b.NJ1C!cr,c .%lr()wfl in (1w ;ide vr'cw, J'rs/i^.^^ to h^ ^ .^f
crr2kr'ei11 ¶r`ze !Ofrll)aw^pt ^qrru1V f)orIrOrr ofbo1! bencafh

4, Minimum inch plywood (% inch for doors) or° approved material shall be cut to fit openings and be
applied in a neat and workman-like fashion, and shall be painted in a color similar to the main structure.
(Section. 8.04..100 (E) and (K.), Sacramento City Code).

The land surrounding the building shall be kept free 1'romjunk, trash, debris, and high grass or weeds as
may be necessary to avoid fire hazard at all times during which the building is vacant (Section 8.04.100
(A) and (1), Sacramento City Code).

Property maintenance of all the above requirements must be maintained until the building is occupied or removed
from the property.
tpd.:ra &2r^n7
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Attachment 6

: ...................._.

C!41 of Sacramento
Code Enforcement Department
Hausin^ & DangOroU^ ^ui]ding
Vacant Bufidin9s ^ 0110112008 to OI31I2OO7 23


