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Improves scenic values.
Creates more livable environment.
Trees have aesthetic value.

A vegetation list has been prepared by
Sacramento County that includes "50%"
figure for mature plants appropriate
for parking lots.

Disadvantages: Additional first cost to developer.
Slight increased maintenance cost.

Financial Impact: Additional staff time in the Planning
and Community Services Departments for
evaluation would be necessary for site
plan review.

Community Services would have a one-time
preparation of a vegetation list which
could be used by developers and staff.

Resolution endorsing the preservation of solar access for pr1v
and public solar energy collectors.

Benefits: Encourage solar rights in residential
: development to encourage use of solar
energy for domestic hot water and space
heating.

Financial Impact: No direct fiscal impact.

Resolution amending the Conservation Element of the Sacramento
City General Plan by adding energy conservation pol1c1es

Increased Pedestrian Walkways in new developments

Benefits: Encourage walking to decrease energy used
for travel.
Disadvantages: Possible increased security/vandal problems

for adjacent property.
Narrower Street Width

Policy - to encourage projects des1gned to minimize the need
for wide streets.
Benefits: Reduced first costs and maintenance costs.

With street trees, livability of neighbor-
hood is improved.

Reduces heat retention of concrete/asphalt,
which reduces ambient temperature.

Disadvantages: Narrower streets not designed to carry
large amount of traffic.

ate

Could restrain access for emergency vehicles.
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Encourage Drought Tolerant Landscaping

Benefits: Requires less water and maintenance
after established; therefore, less energy
for water pumping.

Disadvantages: Limits types cf plants usable.
Encburaging Planting of Deciduous Trees over Evergreens
Benefits: Shade in summer, therefore cooler;
greater solar access in winter.
Disadvantages: Time needed for growth of trees.

~ Limits types of plants usable.
Policy of North/South Structure Orientation

Benefits: Structure orientation helps ensure greater
access than proper 1lot or street orien-
tation - e pecially when combined with
adequate south wall solar access.

Disadvantages: Greatest southern exposure may not be
front or back of structure.

Increased staff time for site-by-site
review.

Clothesline

Encourage for all resiﬂential_uses, especially multi-family.

Benefits: Reduced energy used for clothes drying
(clothes dryer one of most energy consum-
ing home appliances - equals three-ton
air conditioner).

Uses "free" energy.

Disadvantages: Possible visual clutter problem.
Clotheslines not always popular.

Energy Conservation Measures presently listed only in the South

Natomas Community Plan would help assure their consideration

~on all projects within the City.

Financial Impact: This measure would require additional staff
evaluation time, and when added to other
energy evaluations, could require addi-
tional staff. Upon implementation the
review time will increase as staff and
developers learn to work with additional
requirements. In time, the majority of
projects should be received for evaluation
with increased energy conservation "built
in", therefore possibly reducing evaluation
time.
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5. Resolution adopting eﬁergy conservation review checklist and
guidelines for project and site plan review.

Benefits: The various standards and guidelines
included in this resolution would give
both developers and staff a basis from
which to evaluate and incorporate energy
planning into a project at its earliest
stages. This in turn could result in
energy saving for the complete project.

Disadvantages: Would increase staff review time.

Financial Impact: This resolution would require increased
staff evaluation time. When included
with other energy evaluations it would
require additional staff. It could also
require a fee increase to cover the addi-
tional staff -evaluation time.

6. Resolution amending the Conservation Element of the Sacramento
City General Plan to provide for north/south lot orientation for
increased solar access.

This measure would change the current requirement -from 60 percent
north/south oriented lots in 50 or more lots to 80 percent north/
south lots in 20 or more lots unless specific findings are made
or provide for an in-lieu program to issue 80% structure
orientation.

Benefits: It would increase the number of lots
: correctly oriented from 60-70% to 70-85%.

Financial Impact: There would be no new or additional evalu-

' ation. Council recently passed a resolution
specifying a percentage of lots within
subdivisions having properly oriented
lots. This measure increases the number
of lots correctly oriented, or provides
for 80% structure orientation, which is

7. See page 6 preferable. .
FINANCIAL DATA

These seven measures would collectively réquire a half a planner's

time to implement. The Planning Department would request one planner
in order not to disrupt or reprioritize the current work program.

This additional planner would spend half their time implementing

the proposed seven measures while spending their remaining time
researching other energy conservation measures, such as solar access
ordinance, and preparing an Energy Element for the General Plan update.

This planner would provide expertise in community plan updates, as
well as specific studies requested by the City Council and/or mandated
by various other agencies. One additional planner would require

the Planning Department's budget be amended for a new Assistant/Asso-
ciate position ($24.,823 to $34,222 and $1,000 for suplies) for
approximately $25,823 to $35,222 per year.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

The Environmental Coordinator determined that the seven resolutions
and ordinances which promote conserving energy would not have a
significant adverse environmental effect and filed a Negative
Declaration.

** RECOMMENDATION

The staff recommends that the Commission recommend approval of the
proposed ordinances and resoltuions by the City Council.

Respectfully submitted,

;25224%¢;zng2;,,~.

Tokuo Masuda,
Principal Planner

TM:PB:sg

7. Resolution endonsing development of a coordinated program to maximize the wse
0f programs available to assist Low-to moderate-income persons attain eneigy
efgicient housing. .

Benefits: No dinect benefits until staff is directed to
set up a coondination progham.

. Financial Impact: Additional sitafg time Lf Council determines the
need for a coordination program.

¥*RECOMMENDATION

Staf§ necommends that the Commission 1) ratify the Negative Declaration;
and 2) necommend approval of the proposed orndinances and resolutions by
the City Council.
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APPENUIX "A"

Existing Mcasures

I --State

Solar Rights Act 1878 Purpose: To promote and encourage the wide-

spread use of solar energy systems and to protect and
facilitate adequate access to sunlight which 1s necessary
to operate solar energy systems (Amend Govt. Code:

Sec. 65850.5; 66473.1; 66u473.3).

- Shade Control Act (1978) Purpose: To promote all feasible means

of energy conservation and all feasible uses of alterna-

tive energy supply sources.

(add Ch. 12 Commencing with Sec. 25980 to Div. 15 of Pub.
Res. Code vrelating to Solar Energy). The City of Sacramento
has exempted itself. (See Art III, Sec. 45.200 of City

Code Site Shade Control, Ord. 820252).

II -~ City of Sacramento

Street Trees

The Park Superintendent shall give consideration to the
provision of solar access, to the extent feasible, to
residential dwellings at the time of selecting and planting
of street trees (Amend Sec. 40.811(i), Ord. 4284-4th.

City Code).

Maximum Solar - .:cess

In ¢: —r to help assure maximum solar access, subdivisions
with uore than 50 single family lots must have 60 percent
or more of all lots with side lot lines oriented within

22% degrees of true north unless findings are made that

such design is infeasible duegto configuration or orienta-
tation of the property. (Add®policv to Conservation
Element of the General Plan Resolution 79-815, 27 Nov. '79).

Solar South Wall Access

Assure that new residential developments have adequate
south wall solar access, thereby allowing solar heating
of buildings. (Goal added to Conservation Element of the
General Plan Res: 79-815, 27 Nov. '79).

Subdivision Design Finding

M. us/

The design of the proposed subdivision provides to the
extent feasible, for future passive or natural heating
or cooling opportunities in the proposed subdivision.
taking into consideration the local climate, the contour
and configuration of the parcel te be divided, and such
other design and improvement requirements applicable to
the proposed subdivision, { Required finding for -
request for tentative map. required by Solar Rights Act.)

/0-7- 8o
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\_ APPENDIX "A"
. City of Sacramento (continued) ‘

/

Variance Powers
Planning Director has authority to vary the setback,
lot size, lot coverage or height regulations up to 50%
of their original regquirement.
(City Zone Code - Section 1u4).

Height Variation - roof structures "...solar collectors and
equipment for the mounting and overation oi solar
collectors or necessary mecnanlcal appurtenances may
be erected on top of a building to a greater height
than the limit herein established for the district in
which the building or structure is located. In no case
shall variation exceed twentv percent of that which is
allowed 1n a zone. (Amendment to Zoning Ord. 2550-4th
Series, Sec. 3-E-7. adopted 4 March 1980).

Projections - "... and apparatus needed for the operation of
- active or passive solar energy system may project into
any required front yard, rear yard, or side yard adjoin-
ing a street side lot line, a distance not exceeding
four feet." (Amendment to Zoning Ord. 2550-4th Series,
Sec. 3-E-15; adopted 4 March 1980).

Pool Heating
Ordinance amending Chapter 9 of the Sacramento City Code
adopting requirements for active solar heating systems
for outside swimming pools. (Effective 1 Feb 1981)
(Ord. 4341 Adopted 8 April 1980).

SOUTH NATOMAS COMMUNITY PLAN

Landscaping -

Maximum landscaping with vegetation is highly desirable
as a means of increasing visual amenities, softening
hard surfaces, providing a cooler microclimate during
warm weather months and reducing air pollution (last
PP. 27-28). :

Within the interior hard-surfaces area of lots containing
over 30 automobile parking spaces, onc tree should be
planted for every five spaces. (p. 28, No. 4).
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D-3 APPENDIX “A"

v

. SOUTH NATOMAS COMMUNITY PLAN (continued)

»-+S7

Residential Policy
Explore possibility of amending City's building code to
require that structures rather than lots be oriented for
energy conservation purposes, with a front to back
orientation of 22! degrees of true north (p. 31 No. 10).

Encourage the implementation of a comprehensive bikeways
system (in South Natomas) to link residential areas with
major activity centers and downtown Sacramento. Encourage
the increased use of capital outlay commitment for bike-
ways (p. 56 No. 7).

Other Open Space .
5. Continue the long standing street-tree program (City Code
Section 40.811) because trees along all streets provide
aesthetic benefits.

7. Continue to require larger parking areas associated with
any land use having major portions planted with trees
and other forms of attractive vegetation. Continue to
encourage the same for smaller projects undergoing design
review (p. 63).

ENERGY CONSERVATION

Promote complete urbanization and in-filling development of this
close-in community as & means of reducing the consumption of petrol
fuels used in automobile travel.

Reduce the consumption of petrol fuels used in automobile travel
by providing community plan policies which encourage the use of
alternative transportation modes such as the bus and bike.

Explore the poissibility of amending the City's building code to
more effectively promote energy conservation by regulating the
orientation of the structure rather than the lot.

Encourage building design which promotes energy conservation. This
includes provisions for double-paned windows, increased insulation,
and equipment such as low volume toilets and flow restrictors.

Encourage builders within new residential subdivisions to offer
solar power systems as a pre-construction option.

Encourage developers of new residential subdivisions to include
provisions within tract restrictions for solar rights so as to
provide direct sunlight on the property between the winter hours
of 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.

R e R LA EER TR TR SRR
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APPENDIX "A"
7. Continue to provide a deciduous tree planting program along all ~.
newly constructed strecets as a means of reducing outdoor surface RLER

‘temperatures during summer months

8. Continue to study new methods of conserving energy, and to amend
the South Natomas Community Plan wherever feasible to incorpcrate
practical measures for reduced energy consumption.

9. Encourage landscaping especially in new residential and commercial

developments that not only pfov1de shade during the summer months
but also act as a windbreak in the winter, thus reducing heat loss.

(Env. Policies p. 10)
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CITY OF SACRAMENTO

LORRAINE MAGANA

OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK CITY CLERK
915 | STREET SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814

CITY HALL ROOM 308 TELEPHONE (916) 449-5426

MEMORANDUM

TO: BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

FROM: LORRAINE MAGANA, CITY CLERK

SUBJECT: REFERRAL OF ITEM NUMBER 32, COUNCIL
AGENDA OF NOVEMBER 5, 1980

DATE: NOVEMBER 7, 1980

Pursuant to Council action, the following item is referred
to your committee for hearing, report and recommendation:

SACRAMENTO CITY ENERGY PROGRAM (M-451)

A. Ord amending the City of Sacramento Zoning Ordinance by adding
Section 13-A-3-c-4 relating to energy consideration as part of
"R" Review designation on a rezoning.

B. Ord amending the City of Sacramento Zoning Ordinance by adding
Section 6-D-19 relating to required shading of parking lots.

C. Res endorsing the preservation of solar access for private
and public solar energy collectors.

D. Res amending Conservation Element of Sacramento City General
Plan by adding Energy Conservation Policies.

E. Res amending the Energy Conservation Review checklist and
guidelines for project/site plan review.

F. Res amending. the Conservation Element of the Sacramento City
General Plan to provide for north/south lot orientation for
increased solar access.

G. Res endorsing the development of a coordinated program to
maximize the use of programs available to assist low-to-
moderate-income persons attain energy efficient housing.

H. Approve new planner position.
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