
0RD-PIANCE NO . 976 z'CtTRT1i SERIES.

ANT CRD111E:NCE PROVIDING FOR SAFETY TO
4 1° :' •.^ ^^ x. IN rT,:^.Cr,S OF 1' SSI:rIMLY.

BL" PT Lid^ C1ED BY THE COUNCIL OF THL CITY
OF SIzCI?A1•,^^ E'TO p

SECTION 1:

APPLICATION.

(a) All existing places of assembly that
do not comply with Ordinance No. 949,, Fourth Series

, the Building Code. ) and all future places of assembly
:.tn existing bL^i:idln^,s th^.t cannot be :7,1_ade to comply
with the requirements of the I3u3 ]_din,-, Code due to
structural dtfficu?^ c3es, shall comply with the pro-
visions of this ordinance.

(b) "'Place of ayserzblyn as used in this
ordinance shall mean a room or space in which pro•-
,rision, is made for the seating of 100 or more persons
for religious, recreational-, edue'at:ic."nal, political,
social or amusement purposes or fe:_r the consumption
of food or drink. For the purpose of thwv definition
such room or space shall. include any occupied con.r.jecte-
a.ng room or space. in the same story, or in 'a story or
stories above or below, where entrance is common to.
the rooris or spaces.

(c) A permit shall be obtained by the owner
or operator of any place of assembly.. Such permit shall
be issued for one year from date of issue and shall be
revokable for cause. Application for permit shall be
nade to the Chief f of the Fire Departr^t,n t-Lvho may require
building pl axis, showing type of construction, exits,
aisles and seating arrangements, and details of decor-
ations,, and no permit shall be issued until the ro-
visions of this ordinance have been complied with. In
addition.. ..the Chief of the Fire Department shall obtain
the approval of the Health, ^.̂ uilui.ng and other depart-
ments having jurisdiction as to ,ompliantie with any laws
or orc+inances applying to t he; specif_..c occupancy of the
place of asseribly.

SECTION 2:

DECORATIVE P;IA^,_'F:IUALS.

(a) All combustible decorative naterial, in-
cluding curtains, acoustical mat^ ^2s u; streamers, cloth,
cotton batting, straw, vines, leaves, trees and,rrIoss,' but,,
not in.cludinr,.floo:c° cover,1.xz;s, shall bt, rendered flame--
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proof; provided this shall not be required of materials
not exceeding one sixteenth inch in thickness applied
directly to and adhering to a nor_cur-,bus tible base. Such
flameproof ino, unless certif lied by Underwriters i, I,gbor-
atorieo, Inc.,, or other laboratories of recognized
standing as being of a permanent nature, shall be tested
by the fire department each six months and the treatment
renewed if necessary under the super-vision of the Fire
Department,

(b) The use of imitation leather (or other
r^ateri.al ) consisting of or coated with. a pyroxylin base
is prohibited.

SECTI Oil 3 0 -

AISLES. -

For each room or space used with chairs alone
or with tables and chairs, the arrangement shall be such
as will provide for ready access by aisles to each exit
doorway.,Aisles leading directly. to e°r.it doorways shall
have not less than. 36 inches clear width which bha.ll not
be obstructed by chairs, tables or other objects.

SECTION 4:

LXITS DLFTIefi^D.

I

(a) "Exit way" means tr:e exit doorway or door-
ways, or such doortTijays together with connecting hallways,
passageways or stairways, t hrough which persons may pass
safely , from the - place of assembly to a street -or to an
open space which provides safe access to a street. Exit
ways from any roomanay lead through other rooms of the-
same tenancy.,

(b) "Exit doorway" means the doorway or other
opening through which.persor_s may pass in using-an
exit way. .

SECTION 5.6

BASISFOR DETERMINING EXITS.

The ^asi3 of exit requirements-shall be one'
person to each fifteen square. feet of gross area
occupied; not including store rooms. When application
is made for a.permi'^ in 'which the number of persons to
be accommodated, either in any given .room or space or
in the gross area of the place of assembly, is greater .
than this basis, the exit requirements..shall be based
upon this greater number. 4':hr.^re the existing facilities
Tor any room or space accor:,modating 100 or more people
are not sufficient on the.above basis of one person to
fifteen s'quare feet, the number of persons permitted shall
be reduced in proportion to the exits existing. Where the
place of assembly is largely occupied by chairs or chairs
and tables, no greater number of'chairs shall be permitted
than that for which exits have be'en provided. Chairs shall'
include stools or other seating arrangements. -
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SECTION . 6:

EXIT DOOR-V",?AYS.

(a) Lvery room, ga"1.1.ery, ' bal. cony, _ tier or other
space having a capacity of 100 or more persons shall have
at least two exit doorways .- The. exit: doorways shall. be so
located that no point in the room or space is more than
100 feet distant from an exit doorway, measured along the

.line of travel.

(b) The aggregate clear width of, doorvrays serving
as required -exits from places of assemblage, unless such
places conform to the requirements of Group A, B, or C
occupancy of Ordinance No. 949, Fourth Series, shall be
not less than at the rate .of 48 inches for every 100 persons
to 'be accommodated.

(c) Exit doorways shall be located with proper
regard to safety of the occupants and ease of exit. The
size and shape of the room or space, the accessibility of.
-streets and open spacea, the ability to use.horizontal
exits and the desirability of-good 's,eparation olf exit
doorways -shall be considered,

..SECTION 7:

EXT T ' V;AYS .

.
Every room, gallery, balcony, tier or other space

having a capacity of more than 200 persons shall have at
least two exit ways, and wahyre the capacity 3.s more than

-._.600- person-s at least-'three -exi-t--ways; and where the-----
capacity is more than 1,000 persons at least four exit ways.
Such required ex! t ways may use coxa&anicating. hallways,
corridors or passage ways, and exit ways from two or more
separate. places of assembly may use common interior stair-
ways, but ^ the required e..it ways for any one place of
assembly'shall not use a.comnon interior-stairway unless
such stairway is equal in width to the aggregate width of
exit ways using this, stairway.

SECTION 8:

. EXIT DOORS.. .

(a) ,A]_1 exit doors in -rooms occupied by 50 or
more. p-ersoris and all exit doors in_ exi"c ways from places
of assembly shall be-hung to swing, i.n. 'the .direction of,
exit travel, but '.this requirement shall not be construed
to prohibit doors swinging both inw,ards and outwards o

(b) RevolvinE; .doors shall. m t be used in re--'
quired exit ways except under. one or more of the following
conditions..

(1) Where the place of assembly Is in a build-
ding of fireproof construction, with no
hangings, draperies or decorations of cloth
or paper, other, than flr4rneproofed ' Gurtairis..

(2) 6'Iher°e ;the. pla ce of assembly ' anc? the rem
;maa.nder of the building are protected by an

automatic sprinlkcler systera.
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(3) Vdaere the place 'of assembly has a capacity
of not over 200 persons and has no hangings,
draperies or decor at^.c?ns of cloth or paper
other than ^'lam^eproofed curtains, and there
is an exit •door of the swinging type ad-
jacent to each revolving dooro

(.4) Where a place of refuge is provided for all
occupants of the ple.ce of assembly in portions
of the building between the exit doors of
the place of assembly and the revolving doors,
and there is an-exit door of the swinging type
adjacent to each revolving door. Such place
of refuge ,may consist of hallways, stairways,
or areas separated from the place of assembly
by fire walls or fire partitions.

(c) Revolving doors.ehall be used in exit ways
only at points of egress fro.-ii the first story above gradeo

( d) AIl revolving doors -in exit ways shall be of
an approved type which will collapse under pressure, and
only the width of one leaf shall be considered in figuring
exit requirements. Employees shall be instructed in"the
method of collapsing revolving doors, and the doors shall
be tested by collapsing at least once a montho

(e) During the period of occupancy, no exit door
shall be locked, bolted, or otherwise fastened so that the
door can not be opened from the.inside by the use of the,
ordinary door knob or by pressure on the door or on a
panic release device.

In a place of assembly with a permitted capacity
in excess of 500, and els e-where,6where deemed necessary, the
exit doors shall be provided.with approved panic bar release
device.

SECTION. 9:

MARKING- OF EXITS.

(a)-In rooms accommodating more than seventy-five
persons,,required exit doorways, other than those normally
used f or entrance, shall be plainly marked by approved exit
signs, su', ''ficiently illuminated when the floor area is
occupied, to be readily distinguished.

(b) Directional. signs, as required, shall be placed
on walls. or otherwise displayed in conspicuous locations to
direct occupants to ex3tn.

SECTION 10:

LIGHTING OF EXITS.

(a) Required exit ways shall be kept adequately
lighted at all times that the place of assembly served
thereby is occupied.

(b) Where the number of persons exceeds 150 in any
room the artificial lighting of the room and of, exit ways ..,
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therefrom shall be by electricity so arranged and
supplied that interruption of supply to any lighting
branch circuit will not result in extinguishment of
all the lights in the room or all the lights along any
exit way.

SECTION ll:.

USL OF LX1TS.

No part of a stairway, whether interior or
exterior, nor of a fire tower, nor of a hallray,
corridor., vestibule, balcony or bridge leading to
a stairway or exit of any kind, shall be used in any
way.that will obstruct its use as an exit or that
will prosent a hazard of fire.

SECTION 12:

STAIRGJAYS.

(a) Construction: Interior stairways 'should
conform to the requirements of Ordinance No. 949,
Fourth series, the Building. Code.

(b) 1"Vidth of stairways and connecting.
passageways: The aggregate width. of eXit stairway in
any story for places of public assemblage, unless such
places conform to the requirements of Group A, B, or
C Buildings of Ordinance No. 949, Fourth Series, shall
be not '1 ess than at the rate of 48 inches for every
one hundred persons to be accommodated by such stair-
way. The minimum width shall be 44 inches.

(c) No piece of assembly shall be allowed
above the second floor in any frame building. Y.-here
the place of assembly is one the second story of a
frame building at Ieast one-ha].f the required exit
capacity shall be provided by exterior stairways, or
stairways separated from the first floor by tire par-
titions and extending direct to the street.

(d) All exterior stairways for place of
assemblage, unless such places conform to the require-
ments of Group !:, i3, or C; occupancy, shall conform to
Chapter 33 oi' the Building. Code as to types of con-
struction, except that wooden stairways containing no
lumber less than 2 inches (nominal) in thickness need
not be },rotected on the under side by one-hour fire
resistive construction,, but all openings below such stairs
shall be proterted by-one-hour fire resistive constructiono

SECTION 13:

ASH TRAYS.

Where smoking is permitted, there shall be
provided on each table and at other convenient pl acos
suitable noncombustible° ash trays or "match_ re`ceivers o

SECTION 14: .

FIRE APPLIANCES.

(a) The Chief of the Ilire Department shall
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survey, or- cause to be sur°ae^rod, ,cr:^rh pl^: : e of s.ss^r.bly
and shall designutv, suitable fire appliances In and -near
boiler rooms, kitchens, storage rooms ' and o ther occupied
.areas where such appliances are deemed to be needed. such
fire appliances may consist of automatic alaa:'m system,
automatic spr.i'n?11c:^s, , standpipe and hose, or portable
ext ingLalshers .

(b) All fire appliances sha. 11 be kept in working
condition; all extinguishers and hose and similar appliances
shall. be visabl e"and handy at all tipiles.. It shall be. the
duty of the owner and the occupant_ of each building, or part
of a building, occWpied as a place of assembly -to properly.
train sufficient regular, employees in the use of fire
appliances that such appliances caA be quickly put in operation.

SECTION 15 e

INSPLCTION BY FIFU4^ DEP^ZTI;'iENT.

. The.Chief of the Fire Department shall inspeat, or
.cause to be inspected, each place of assembly..' .Such inspection
shall be at least monthly. and at such times, including, time
of occupancy and use, as to`assure compliance with these
regulations and such orders as may.-be issued in connection
with the maintenance of aisle' space; the prevention of over-
crowding, -the use` of decorations, the maintenance of exit's,
coll-apse of revolving doors, and the,maintenance of-fire
appliances. V-lhere conditions are unsatisfactory written
orders, for, irismediatd correction shall be given.

SECTION 16:, Any person, firm or corporation
viola ting any of the provisions of this ordinance sh.all be
ffuilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction the vecf, s:hall---

-be- punished by s. fine rzot exceeding rive hun.dred' (tir500.00)
dollars, or by imprisonment in the city jail not exceeding'
six (6) months,:or by both such fine and imprisonmento

PA4'^SSED: 'February 19, 1943

EFFECTIVE. March 21, 1943 .
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