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Update on Chapter 2.40 of the Sacramento City Code, Relating to Boards and Commissions

Generally (Oral Report)

File ID:  2022-01694

Location: Citywide

Recommendation: Receive and file.

Contact: Mindy Cuppy, City Clerk, (916) 808-5442, mcuppy@cityofsacramento.org, Office of the City

Clerk

Presenter: Mindy Cuppy, City Clerk, (916) 808-5442, mcuppy@cityofsacramento.org, Office of the

City Clerk

Attachments:

1-Description/Analysis

2-Ordinance

Description/Analysis

Issue Detail: To assist the City Council and city-appointed board, commission, and committee

members to achieve the high levels of professional service our community expects, the Personnel

and Public Employees (P&PE) Committee has accepted the role and responsibility of developing the

model for oversight, facilitation, and staffing responsibilities for city boards, commissions, and

committees.

To ensure the City’s boards, commissions, and committees have a uniform administrative framework,

P&PE directed the City Clerk to review and recommend updates to Sacramento City Code Chapter

2.40 relating to Boards and Commission Generally.

On August 30, 2022 the City Council adopted an ordinance which does the following:

· Defines the term “boards and commissions” to include committees.

· Updates the procedures for appointing persons to a board or commission.

· Formalizes the long-standing practice for members to hold over in expired terms until a new
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appointment is made.
· Makes city employees ineligible to be members of boards and commissions unless they are

appointed in the capacity of their employment.
· Standardizes terms and term limits across most boards and commissions.

· Clarifies the grounds for removal of members of boards and commissions.

· Stipulates that boards and commissions may establish subcommittees with council approval
and prohibits establishing ad hoc committees.

· Limits the amount service as a chairperson to two consecutive calendar years.

· Clarifies the role of the City Attorney and City Clerk providing clear legal and administrative
support for the City’s boards and commissions.

· Directs the City Clerk to, at least every five years, report to P&PE on the status of boards and
commissions.

The Office of the City Clerk will present on the updated ordinance to ensure that commissioners have

an understanding of the municipal code that governs city boards, commissions, and committees. In

an effort to continuously uplift commissions, we intend to continue presenting on topics to educate

our advisory bodies.

Policy Considerations: This ordinance clarifies that boards and commissions follow the same

standards as the city council. Such standards include Sacramento City Charter, Political Reform Act,

California Constitution, California Government Code, City’s Sunshine Ordinance, Ralph M. Brown

Act, and the Council Rules of Procedure.

Economic Impacts: Not applicable.

Environmental Considerations:

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): This action is not a project subject to CEQA

because it involves only general policy and procedure making and does not have the potential

for resulting in either a direct physical change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable

indirect physical change in the environment.  (CEQA Guidelines, §§ 15002(d), 15378(b)(2),

15061(b)(3).)

Sustainability: Not applicable.

Commission/Committee Action: On November 9, 2021, the P&PE Committee gave direction to the

City Clerk to review and recommend updates to Sacramento City Code Chapter 2.40 relating to

Boards and Commission Generally. On May 24, 2022, the P&PE Committee reviewed the ordinance

update and unanimously approved forwarding the ordinance to the City Council for adoption. At the

August 30, 2022 City Council approved the ordinance.

Rationale for Recommendation: This ordinance establishes a uniform administrative framework for

all boards, commissions, and committees.
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Financial Considerations: Not applicable.

Local Business Enterprise (LBE): Not applicable.

Background:  Generally, people are recommended for seats on a board or commission by

councilmembers, the mayor, or by P&PE.  They are then appointed by the Mayor with the

concurrence of the City Council. Serving as an appointee provides a way for residents who have

special experience or interests to participate in the City's decision-making process on numerous

issues.

The specific role of most boards and commissions is to review and make recommendations to the
City Council on matters within its scope of authority and responsibility. This is most commonly
achieved at publicly noticed meetings, serving as a venue for public input and participation in the
determination of city policies and operating procedures.

The City of Sacramento has over 25 boards, commissions, and committees. Most commissions serve
in an advisory capacity to the City Council. However, a few commissions are quasi-judicial, complaint
review, or appeals boards. Below is a listing of active city boards, commissions, and committees:

· Active Transportation

· Administration, Investment, & Fiscal Management Board

· Aggie Square Public Financing Authority

· Animal Care Services Citizens Advisory Committee

· Ann Land and Bertha Henschel Memorial Funds Commission

· Board of Plumbing Examiners

· Civil Service Board

· Compensation Commission

· Construction Code Board of Appeals

· Defined Contribution Plans Committee

· Ethel Macleod Hart Trust Fund Advisory Committee

· Housing Code Advisory and Appeals Board

· Measure U Advisory Committee

· Parks and Community Enrichment Commission

· Planning and Design Commission

· Preservation Commission

· Retirement Hearing Commission

· Sacramento Arts, Culture, and Creative Economy Commission

· Sacramento Community Policy Review Commission

· Sacramento Disabilities Advisory Commission

· Sacramento Ethics Commission

· Sacramento Heritage, Inc. Board of Directors

· Sacramento Independent Redistricting Commission

· Sacramento Youth Commission
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· Stadium Area Public Financing Authority

· Utilities Rate Advisory Commission
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