
DESIGN REVIEW & PRESERVATION BOARD 
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 

ITEM NO. 1 
September 07 2005 

MEMBERS IN SESSION: 

PB03-014 

REQUEST: 

LOCATION: 

Crocker Art Museum Expansion and 2 nd  
Street Realignment for Parking 

Provide Board recommendations on the proposed 
expansion of the Crocker Art Museum and 2" d  Street 
Realignment for Parking 

216 0 Street 
(APN: 006-0183-012, 006-0185-001 thru 004) 
Several City blocks located between N and P Streets 
and the 1-5 Freeway and 3" Street. 
Council District 1 

SUMMARY: 
This project, including a major expansion/addition to the National Register of Historic 

•Places-listed Crocker Art Museum, and the realignment of 2 nd  Street for parking, has 
been before the Design Review & Preservation Board (Board) on several prior occasions 
for review and comment.. Per City Code, where there is a project involving City-owned 
property, the Board is asked to review and make recommendations to the City on the 
project. This hearing is the final review and comment on the project by the Board prior 
to the City Council's action certifying the environmental document for the project and 
approving the project. 

BACKGROUND; 
Due to scheduling problems between the project architect, city staff, project managers, 
and hearing dates, a committee of theiiBoard met on August 17, 2005, with the project 
architects to review the final design development plans, and to prepare draft 
recommendations for the Board to review and adopt at its September 7, 2005, hearing. 
The Board's committee members included Board landscape architect Christopher Elliott, 
Board architect Bob Chase, and Board architectural historian Andrew Hope. 

• i 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS: 
The Committee recommends that the Board adopt the following comments as the 
Board's recommendations on the project: 

1. Passenger drop-off area on "0" Street: The plans presented to the 
Committee, attached, show the proposed drop-off area directly in front of the 
historic Crocker Art Museum structure. 

RECOMMENDATION: that the proposed passenger drop-off curb cut be 
moved west past the historic structure into the area generally between the 
historic and the new structu res, and thereby retain the historic streetscape in 
front of the historic structure. It is understood that there may be a need to 
remove a tree with this recommended new alignment/location. 



2. Materials and color pallet for new structure: The materials and color pallet 
presented to the Committee extremely well received. 

RECOMMENDATION: The Committee highly recommends the proposed 
materials and color pallet. 

3.. Parking areas and park-block pedestrian paths: The Committee reviewed 
landscape concept plans for the parking and park path alignments in and around 
the park-block immediately north, across "0" Street from the museum complex. 
The Committee was concerned that there was no brovisiori for pedestrian 
walkways, except into the street, for the proposed angled parking on the north 
side of "0" Street. 	 fi 

RECOMMENDATION: that a decomposed granite pathway, of a minimum 4- 
ft width, be constructed at the inside curb of the park , adjacent to any 
parking, on all sides of the park. 

4. Street trees: There was discussion about street trees replacement at both sides 
of "0" Street, if existing trees will need to be removed. 	;1  

RECOMMENDATION: that replacement street trees, species and placement, 
mirror each other on each side of "0" Street, and that they flank the historic 
"0" Street approach to the historic structure. Native syoamore or tulip trees 
were suggested as possible replacement species. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
During the Committee's meeting staff questioned the proposed new "gate" over the side 
entryway stairs leading into a proposed new lower-level west-eleVoation entry to the 
historic building. While the "gate" does not physically connect with the historic building, 
there are potential visual connections/impacts that still strongly cOncern Staff, and there 
are discrepancies in the plans relative to this matter that need to be resolved. The 
attached HMR plans show the "gate's" east edge ending approximately* one foot west 
from the historic building's west wall. The attached Gwathmey plans show the "gate's" 
east edge crossing approximately* one foot in front of the historic building's north, 
primary elevation. However the site plan on the Crocker expansion website does not 
show the "gate" crossing in front of the historic building, but endinb back/south from the 
historic building's front elevation, see attachment last sheet. Staff strongly recommends 
the HMR option be included in the recommendations to the City's project manager and 
City Council, as follows: 

5. Gate feature over proposed entry to west elevation of historic art gallery: 
RECOMMENDATION: Thatithe option shown in the HMR drawings be the 
recommended option, which shows the east edge of thel"gate" maintaining a 
distance of approximately one foot to the west of the his itoric building. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES: 
An EIR has been prepared for the project and that document will be presented to the 
City Council for its review and certification as part of its action to approve the project. 

RECOMMENDATION: 



The Committee recommends that the Board adopt its proposed recommendations and 
forward them to the City's Crocker Expansion project manager and the City Council. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Roberta Deering, reservation Directo 

Attachments — Crocker Expansion Pla 

* due to the drawings being reduced and the scale difficult to determine, it appears to 
Staff that this distance shown is approximately one foot. 
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