






















to the redeveloped West End, cut off access to Oak 
Park, sending its commercial district into decline.31 What 
remained of Oak Park's business district was destroyed 
in 1969 after rioting in response to the police raid of the 
Black Panthers' Sacramento headquarters. In Del Paso 
Heights, many businesses closed by the late 1980s as 
white Right resulted in disinvestment.32 

MILITARY /GOVERNMENT JOB AND 

HOUSING GROWTH 

Pre- 1940s, jobs for Black residents were 
disproportionately concentrated in lower-wage and 
lower-growth industries - personal services, agriculture, 
food processing, manufacturing and construction. But, 
World War II transformed Sacramento's workforce, 
as it did for many other west coast cities. It prompted 
mass migration and growth of wartime industries that 
labeled this period of time the "second gold rush." In the 
1950s and 60s, civil service and military employment 
opportunities grew, and many were available to Black, 
Indigenous and people of color (BIPOC) and paid 
higher wages than other employers.37 The 1950s 
brought about 25,000 workers - 10% Black - to 
Sacramento's military institutions (e.g., McClellan Field, 
Mather Army Air Base).38 

To meet wartime production needs, companies like 
Southern Pacific Railroad "sent recruiters into the South 
to hire Black labor, promising free transportation and a 
'good job' once they arrived."38 

Demand for housing grew alongside of this - fueling 
suburban growth to accommodate a majority white 
population. The market could not"keep up with housing 
demand and by 1980, home prices had tripled.39 The 
local housing market was still largely closed to Black 
families, once again leading to inner-city overcrowding. 
Heavy local government investment in suburban 
commercial and residential development caused 
widening inequality between district tax bases in 
Sacramento, impacting educational and healthcare 
quality.40 As a result, schools in predominantly Black 

From Disparity to Prosperity 

Men sitting outside a business near the intersection of Rio Linda Boulevard and South 

Avenue in Del Paso Heights (197 5). Source: Center for Sacramento History 

neighborhoods were (and continue to be) underfunded. 
These same neighborhoods were already cut off from 
access to amenities like healthcare facilities and grocery 
stores due to freeway construction. 

Despite these challenges, a new non-white middle 
class population emerged, and by 1980, 9.7% of the 
County's Black families earned at least $35,000 a 
year (equivalent to about $130,000 today).41 But just 
as this middle class was rising, McClellan Air Force 
Base closed, which had a disproportionate impact on 
the city's BIPOC population, many of whom also lived 
nearby. 

Finding another job was not easy. Discrimination was 
an ongoing issue both for Black workers and business 
owners - limiting job opportunities, educational 
opportunities, and cutting off access to networks (which 
are so important to being hired).42 Employers are more 
likely to hire employees who are the same race, and the 
absence of Black workers - in particular in executive 
positions - has prevented hiring or promotions for Black 
residents.43 

While the Housing Act of 1949 was intended to provide 
affordable housing in downtowns (to combat the exodus 
to the suburbs), it did not help non-white residents; in 
fact, an amendment to ban racial discrimination was 
voted down.25 


































































